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Claes Views NATO Challenges, Denies Agusta 
Bribe 

BR2102152095 Brussels BRIT N-1TV1 Television Network 
in Dutch 1000 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[Studio interview with NATO Secretary General Willy Claes 
by Ivo Belet; from the “De Zevende Dag” program—tive] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Belet}] This week Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin reacted particularly negatively to 
NATO plans to enlarge the alliance to include a number 
of East European states. According to Yeltsin, NATO's 
possible enlargement would be bad for European secu- 
rity because it would again divide the Continent into two 
blocs. The issue has also caused a deep split within the 
Atlantic alliance. The Unicd States wants to speed up 
the enlargement process, but most European NATO 
member states are opposed to this. We will talk about 
this with NATO Secretary General Willy Claes. Wel- 
come to the studio, Mr. Claes. 


You got caught between the devil and the deep blue sea: 
On one side the United States which, under pressure 
from the Republicans in Congress, is pressing to speed 
up enlargement: on the other sidc the threatening state- 
ments of Yeltsin, who said quite literally: NATO's 
enlargement, Mr. Claes, boils down to the installation of 
Cold Peace in Europe. 


[Claes] | do not know whether | am caught between the 
devil and the deep blue sea. I think we nave to continue 
quietly and at the speed that was decided on at last year’s 
summit in Brussels in January. which was also attended 
by Clinton. At that summit we clearly stated thai we 
were going to expand NATO eastward, not with a view to 
isolating the Russians but, on the contrary, with a view 
to setting up a European security architecture in which 
not only NATO would play a role, but also the European 
Union, possibly through the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe], the former CSCE. 
So we want to take advantage of the end of the Cold War 
to make a joint effort to build up this security architec- 
ture, which is the basis for prosperity and economic 
growth, for the entire European Continent. The more 
threatening speeches Yeltsin makes, the harder Central 
and East European countries are knocking at my door to 
get in. And this is what influenced the Republican 
majority in Congress.... 


{Belet, interrupting] Yes. the pace of enlargement, that ts 
what it is all about, with a timetable for the end of this 
year. But you do not like this, do you? 


[Claes] | prefer simply to continue at the same pace. We 
are currently holding an internal debate, not about who 
will be admitted and when, but about the essent‘al 
question of how are we going to enlarge. Enlargement is 
not simply signing a sheet of paper. What is NATO? It 
can be compared with an insurance company which 
issues an all-risk policy: When one country is attacked, 
all the others automatically regard themselves as being 
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attacked as well and will react. So from the military, 
political, and budgetary viewpoints, enlargement is not 
an easy thing to do. So lei us first take stock of the 
prob'ems we are facing.... 


[Belet, interrupting] But do vou understand Yeltsin's 
reaction, because the Russians are terrified by NATO's 
enlargement. They anticipate the specter of an enlarged 
NATO alliance bordering Russia. 


[Claes] Historically | can understand this because as a 
result of the Cold War NATO is still the enemy in the 
eyes of the Russians. But this era has vanished a long 
time ago. Meanwhile NATO welcomed a sister organi- 
zation, the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, which 
includes all the former Warsaw Pact countries and all the 
republics of the former Soviet Union. We developed the 
Partnership for Peace, which has already been signed by 
25 countries, including Russia, and under which the 
different armies cooperate. In other words, NATO's 
mindset has also totally changed; we no longer have a 
common enemy. Naturally, new risks have emerged. | 
have the impression that Western public opinion now 
takes peace for granted and thinks that we will have no 
more problems. But this is not the case. 


[Belet] Let us now focus on these new risks, Your 
warning against a threatening Muslim extremism has 
caused quite a stir over the past few days. Some say that 
NATO is frenetically looking for a new enemy after the 
disappearance of the Russian threat, and that it has now 
found one on its southern Mediterranean border. 


[Claes] It is weird how one statement | made to the 
German SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG newspaper 
went on to live a life of its own, especially im the 
English-language press. I still do not understand this. 
Moreover, articles in THE INDEPENDENT mixed up 
what is being discussed within the European Union and 
NATO, respectively. The Union is indeed discussing a 
pact with northern Africa, but not NATO. NATO's 
worry is—and this is one of the new risks—the prolifer- 
ation of new weapons and new technviogies. Whenever 
you turn on television, there are reports of uranium or 
plutonium seizures. Who is looking for these subsiances 
and what are their aims? They cannot be good. 


[Belet] Proliferation of nuclear weapons also in northern 
Africa and the Middle East? 


[Claes] I do not want to specify where, I only see that a 
very dangerous product is being trafficked and thai the 
most modern weapons and technologies are being smug: 
gled. There are also the emerging nationalist trends, as 
we see for instance in Yugoslavia or Chechnya. And 
there is also that kind of extremism which does not 
hesitate to resort to terrorism, a terrorism which could 
bring down entire regimes. 


[Belet] Are you not frightened when you look at what is 
happening in Algeria, where an extremist Islamic regime 
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could seize power, causing a massive exodus toward 
southern Europe and a possible domino effect on other 
States such as Egypt? 


|Claes} | am frightened indeed, but when NATO suggests 
a dialogue with countries in the Mediterranean region, 
its tntention 1s certainly not to declare war on Islam as a 
religion. We respect this religion as every other religion. 
We are only looking for something constructive, namely 
a dialogue with these countries to find out what their 
concerns are, to explain our views, and to look jointly for 
ways to improve stability and eliminate instability in this 
region. That 1s our sole aim. And this instability exists, 
just look at Jordan, Israel. Syria, Iraq, Iran, Algeria.... 


[Belet) The Iranian leaders reaction was poignant, it was 
guile funous. 


{Claes} Yes. they reacted quite furiously, but this was also 
a reaction to the position Clinton adopted after his 
meeting with Chancellor Koh!. whereby Iran was pointed 
to in the context of specific terrorist activities. But let me 
repeat that we do not need new enemies to ensure NATO's 
tuture. We have more than enough problems: enlargement, 
a good relationship with Russia, the new challenges such as 
vivience and nationalism, the proliferation of dangerous 
weapons. to say nothing about the fact that NATO has also 
been asked to help the EL’ develop nts own security policy 
through the Western European Union. So we have prob- 
lems to spare and need not search for new enemies. We do 
not want new enemies 


[Belet] Problems to spare, not only within NATO, but 
also at the domestic level. | hope you are still following 
the domestic news, albert from a distance. You know 
what has been written and said the last couple of days 
and hours. The Court of Cassation has searched the SP 
{Flemish Socialist Party] headquarters [in the context of 
the Agusta helicopter bribery case]. The former SP 
deputy secretary general and the current treasurer 
reportedly admitted that kickbacks to the tune of 50 
million Belgian francs [BFr] were paid, which are said to 
have disappeared in SP cashboxes. Your name was also 
mentioned. Has the court already asked you for further 
explanations” 


{Claes} No. At that time I was economic affairs minister 
and I had to advise the Cabinet about this deal. That is 
what | did, basing myself entirely on the recommenda- 
tion made by my administration. My name was already 
mentioned more than a year ago. | was said to have had 
contacts with a lawyer. At that trme, I angrily contacted 
examining magistrate Mrs. Ancia myself and said it was 
complete nonsense. Moreover I had never heard of such 
dealings. Yesterday returning from an official visit to 
Rome | went to Ramstein in Germany with regard to a 
military exercise. It was as if the entire roof of my house 
fell upon my head. I do not have the faintest idea of what 
has happened, but one thing 1s clear, and let me state it 
clearly before television: Personally I want the truth to be 
known as soon as possible, not only because public 
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opinion deserves this or becausc it would be best for the 
Socialist Party, but because I, being the leader of a large 
international organization, cannot allow myself to be 
suspected of implication in one or the other manipula- 
uuon. I will therefore not hide behind diplomatic immu- 
nity preventing the court from questioning me. If the 
court needs me, rather today than tomorrow... 


[Belet, interrupting] But you enjoy diplomatic immu- 
nity, don’t you? 


[Claes] Yes I do. But I can take the initiative myself, and 
I have no problem at all with that. 


[Belet] What happened exactly? The two men who have 
been detained and are currently being questioned, did 
they go too far? 


[Claes] I do not have the faintest idea. If 1 knew more, I 
would tell you. 


[Belet] [SP leader] Tobback just a few moments ago said 
he did not know where the BFrS0 million were They 
have certainly not been entered in the SP accounts. 


[Claes] In this respect I have left the party, so I cannot 
judge, but I cannot imagine, as Mr. Tobback said, that 
the party would be given BFr5S0 million without its 
leader knowing this. Whatever the case, I do not mind 
being confronted with this lawyer or with the persons 
who allegedly opened Swiss bank accounts. I have 
nothing to do with this and I do not fear a confrontation. 
The truth will out. 


|Belet] Last question. This affair smells of a settling of 
scores. Do you think this 1s possible? 


[Claes] This is a purely domestic political issue with 
which I am no longer allowed to deal as NATO secretary 
general. In any case it could not happen at a worse 
moment for the SP now that early elections have been 
announced. That is quite obvious. 


[Belet] Are you, now more than ever, happy to have left 
Belgian politics, Mr. Claes? 


[Claes] | am not going to look down on what I have been 
doing for more than 30 years. Domestic politics also has 
positive aspects, but NATO is very exciting given the 
many problems we have to face in Europe and elsewhere. 


[Belet] I do not see you coming back to Belgian Parliament. 
[Claes] I do not ‘hink so. 

[Belet] Thank you very much for you willingness to come 
to our studio. 


~ : Justice Tries To Prove Claes’ Agusta 
n 


BR2102161395 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 
21 Feb 95 pl 


[Report by Walter De Bock: “Fifty Million Collected by 
SP in Cash—Liege Justice After Willy Claes”] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The 50 million Belgian francs 
[BFr] in bribes Agusta paid to the SP [Socialist Party], was 
collected at the bank in cash by Luc Wallyn, and handed 
over to Etienne Mange, the party's treasurer. The latter 
does not deny that, but he does claim that he did not keep 
one single franc to himself. Apparently, [examining mag- 
istrate] Ancia assumes that the money was intended for 
Willy Claes and/or for his immediate aides. Whether or 
not she can prove these allegations remains to be seen 
tomorrow. In any case, Claes will have to take leave as 
NATO secretary general, and will have to give up his 
diplomatic immunity if he wants to be heard as a witness 
in the case by Ancia and by her colleague Fischer. 


The three persons arrested in the Agusta contract's 
Flemish bribe circuit, SP members Mange and Wallyn and 
lawyer Puelinckx from Brussels, will all three anpear 
before the Liege Court Chambers on Wednesday [23 
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February]. Officially, they are charged with being accom- 
plices in the passive corruption of an “official,” as for- 
mally stipulated in article 247 of the penal code. However, 
the Liege Justice has not officially identified that “official” 
yet. Informally, the Liege Justice assumes that Willy Claes 
is the official, in his capacity as economic affairs minister 
in 1988-1989, when the Agust? contract was approved and 
implemented by the Belgian governmcii. The Liege and 
Brussels Courts are still assiduously looking for proof to 
that effect. [passage omitted] 


The acceptance by the SP treasurer of 50 million francs 
from Agusta in 1989, would be due in part to the 
financial difficulties the party was faced with at the time. 
Last Sunday Willy Claes pointed out that the party had 
gone through hard times in the mid- eighties. The 
question remains whether or not this statement by Claes 
must be seen as an explanation of what happened in the 
greatest secrecy back then. [passage omitted] 
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Santer Discusses EMU Deadlines, (cavergence 
Criteria 

BR2102161095 Paris LE FIGARVU 

(LE FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
13 Feb 95 pp 1, 2 


{Interview with European Commission President 
Jacques Santer by Pierre Bocey in Brussels; date not 
given: “Jacques Santer: ‘Deadlines Can Be Respected] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Bocev] The fight against unem- 
ployment, as your working program presented on 
Wednesday [15 February] again stressed, 1s the number 
one priority. However, how can the Commission make a 
concrete contribution to this task? 


[Santer] The Commission does not have a uaiversal 
solution and it 1s not up to i to solve the problem. 
However, we are developing strategies and it 1s up to the 
member states to impiement these. 


The aim is to make the best use of our potential. Even 
before the single market came into being. between 1988 
and 1992 some 8 million jobs were created. The compe- 
tition policy does not aim to create yobs but to generate 
a stronger economy which will then create employment. 
Using new technology we must lay the way open for our 
companies. We must not miss the boat in the face of our 
U.S. and Japanese competitors. 


{[Bocev] Are you one of those people who believe that we 
can switch into the third phase of Economic and Mone- 
tary Union [EMU] on the scheduled date, that is | 
January 1997? 


[Santer] lam paid to smplement the Maastricht Treaty to 
the letter and in the proper spirit. My duty ts to respect 
the deadlines that have been set. The criteria that the text 
provides us with are realistic and we have to meet them. 


1am much more confident today than I was a year ago 
with respect to whether our aims can be achieved. In all 
member states economy has begun to recover again. Of 
course there are different rates of growth, but we are on 
the up. We were able to withstand the turbulence in the 
European Monetary System [EMS] better than we 
thought. The demise of the EMS in the wake of the crisis 
of August 1993 was announced too soon and the member 
states did not take advantage of the widening of the 
bands to make competitive devaluations. 


The second phase of EMU 1s well under way. The European 
Monetary Institute in Frankfurt 1s a good instrument about 
which iittle 1s said. As for the convergence programs, even 
if the results of the different policies do differ, things are 
generally converging. Those are all good reasons for 
thinking that the deadlines can be respected. 


[Bocev] But what about the countries that deviate too far 
from the convergence criteria, like Greece and Sweden. 


[Santer] Look at my own country. Luxembourg. It has had 
its own little internal market with Belgium since 1921 ina 
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monetary association. Every time there has been a diver- 
gence between the two economic policies, as in 1935 and 
1982 when the Belgian franc was devalued it created prob- 
lems in currency management. That is even more true for a 
large market like our single European market. In effect, 
countries like Greece or Sweden must do their utmost to 
respect the criteria. However, we have to give them time to 
join the leading group of countries, give them the opportu- 
nity and the means to do so. The treaty does provide for a 
two speed progression, but this is not an end in itself. 


[Bocev] Who will be ready in 1997? 


[Santer] | am not one to make predictions, especially not 
about what will happen a few years hence. In any case we 
must build on these criteria without watering them 
down, softening them, or interpreting them. | am firm on 
this point. Moreover, we are drafting a green paper on 
the technical conditions for passing over to a single 
currency. I hope that this will come about in 1997 or else 
on the second scheduled date in 1999. 


{[Bocev] Are the “structural funds” guaranteed and will 
they remain. that way for the less privileged countries of 
the Union? 


[Santer] Economic and social cohesion ts an essential 
aim of European integratica. There is an obligation for 
solidarity. That is a fundamental principle that is just as 
important as subsidiarity. 


[Bocev] What do you have to say about the failure of the 
meeting with the ACP’s [African. Caribbean. and Pacific 
countries] where the EU was unable to agree on how 
much money should be assigned to the 8th European 
Development Fund? 


[Santer] | am very disappointed by this. I see that we can 
increase our foreign relations budget by 40 percent but 
cannot agree on upgrading our aid to the ACP’s although 
they are an essential element in our development policy. 
All that makes me a little sad. 


Austrian Minister Calls EMU Deadline 
‘Unrealistic’ 


AU2102100095 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
21 Feb 95 p2 


{“tom”™-attributed report: “Lacina: Deadline for ECU 
Not Realistic’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—Finance Minister Fer- 
dinand Lacina believes that the introduction of a single 
European currevicy will be delayed. He considers state- 
ments of his German counterpart, Theo Waigel, who 
ruled out the implementation of full economic and 
monetary union by 1997, “unrealistic.” Converting the 
currencies would require “several years of prepara- 
tions,” Lacina said on the fringes of the European Union 
Finance Ministers’ Council meeting in Brussels on 20 
February. It should also be clarified how and when 
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computer systems would be converted or how the 
exchange of national currencies would be carried out. 


Regarding the EU blockade of development aid funds for 
Afncan, Canbbean. and Pacific states, Lacina is hoping for 
“a central ruad.” He said that in any case, Austria had “to 
catch up” because ut had long been at the bottom on the list 
of countries granting development aid. Possibly there will 
be a special EU’ summit on this issue this spring. 


EDI Market Predicted To Quadruple by 2000 
BR2202113395 Bath COMMUNICATIONS 
NEWSLETTER tn English 9 Jan 9S p 4 


[Unattnbuted article: “EDI Key to the Future of Euro- 
pean Telecoms” | 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


mn 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Electronic Data Interchange 
(EDI) 1s set to become a critical player mn the European 
communications market. According to Ovum’'s contin- 
uous information service. VANS Markets Europe. most 
large Organisations in Europe are either using or plan- 
ning to use EDI. This 1s putting pressure on suppliers to 
incorporate EDI interfaces in their products. By the vear 
2000. it predicts, the ED! market will quadruple 
reaching ECU 870 million. At present the Netherlands, 
Sweden and the UK are the most mature :narkets. The 
most rapidly developing EDI markets are 1) Germany 
and Spain. According to Ovum, Spain currently has 
more EDI projects underway than in any other country 
in Europe. Major suppliers of EDI systems and services 
in Europe include IGM and GEIS, as well as ATAT, 
Easylink and Unisource. 
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OeMYV Concerned About Potential UN Embargo 
Against Libya 

AU 1802185095 Vienna KURIER in German 

18 Feb 95 p 19 


{Report by Hans V. Haumer: “Embargo Noose Around 
Libya™] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] OeMV [Austrian Petroleum 
Corporation] is doing an excellent business at the 
moment. However, the possibility of a full UN embargo 
against Libya continues to hang over it like the sword of 
Damocies. The United States has extended its national 
restrictions until the end of 1995. And the United 
Nations has followed suit, even though more moder- 
ately. [passage omitted] 


European involvement in Libya 1s considerable. Italian 
Agip ts producing approximately 14.5 million metric tons 
of crude oil per year. German Wintershall produces 2 
mi'lion metric tons. OeMV production in Libya 1s between 
40,000 and 500,000 metric tons per year. By exploiting the 
so-called Murzuk field together with Spanish Repsol and 
French Total, the Austnan corporation will clearly expand 
its presence over the next few years. 


The list of embargo points is long: It ranges from the 
field of finances to air traffic to a ban on the delivery of 
oil ec: yment. “So far, the Americans have received 
only hale support in the Security Council.” an oil 
manager says in an interview with KURIER. expressing 
the hope that this may remain so. [passage omitted] 


Differences With Russia Over Neutrality Issue 
Noted 


AU2202110295 Vienna DIE PRESSE ii German 
22 Feb 95 pp 1.4 


[“red”-attributed report: “Kiestil Clearly Reyects Neutrality”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna/Moscow—While, in a 
speech on 21 February, President Thomas Klestil reso- 
lutely linked Austria's security with giving up neutrality 
(“We can only expect military protection if we also assist 
others and do not withdraw to our neutrality”), two 
Austrian diplomats in Moscow are workinc, along with 
Russia, on a declaration on Austrian-Russian relations. 
If Vienna's wishes are considered, this declaration will 
no longer contain the touchy issues of neutrality and the 
State Treaty. Moscow is seeing this differently. 


The cause of the document is Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's upcoming visit to Vienna late in April. The 
intention is to adopt a so-called “joint declaration” on 
economic, political, and cultural relations between the 
two countries. In the framework of the joint statement, 
the Russians are trying to revive their old idea of a 
“friendship treaty” (which Austria has s‘victly rejected 
for one-and-a-half years because it does not conclude 
such friendship treaties), whereas Vienna is seeking a 
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document that is not legally binding and does not 
mention the State Treaty and neutrality. 


Intervention in Russia 


A two-man high-ranking delegation of the Austrian For- 
eign Ministry is currently in the Russian capital to 
contribute its concept in response to the Russian draft 
text for a joint declaration. 


The Russian draft contains, however, references to both 
points. According to a report of NEUES VOLKSBLATT 
[published in Linz], Moscow's draft text calls neutrality 
and the State Treaty “valid instruments.” 


Foreign Minister Alors Mock said tn this connection that 
the soint declaration would be legally irrelevant, and, after 
a'l, neutrality “comes from us.” He said the State Treaty 
was an important document, which was gradually receding 
into history. It contained legally relevant provisions, and 
“one will see whether one refers to them or not.” 


Commenting on the negotiations with Russia, Chan- 
cellor Franz Vranitzky said following the cabinet 
meeting on 2! February that the issue was by no means 
Austria’s neutrality. It was not Russia's business to 
interpret neutrality. Neutrality was a “sovereign matter” 
to be decided by Austria and could not be dealt with in 
the joint declaration on economic, cultural, and political 
relations. Neutrality was not based on a contractual 
agreement with anyone, but was Austria's autonomous 
legislation—and Austna could interpret its own laws. 


The State Treaty was a different matter, Vranitzky said. 
“Now, 40 years later, some passages from the State 
Treaty are no longer applicable."’ This had simply devel- 
oped in the course of time, the chancellor stressed. The 
State Treaty certainly was “not insignificant” or “unnec- 
essary,” it was still “justified.” 


According to Vranitzky, in addition to neutrality and the 
State Treaty, one of the issues of the talks with Russia is 
the recognition of Russia as the successor state of the 
former Soviet Union. 


Mock Admits Suffering From Parkinson's Disease 


AU2102181095 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1700 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[Report by Thomas Langpaul] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The diagnosis has come from Dr. 
Gerald Stern, a British neurologist and Parkinson spe- 
cialist of the National Hospital for Neurology and Neuro- 
surgery. He has said that Foreign Minister Mock is suf- 
fering from a slight form of Parkinson's disease, and 
probably has been suffering from it for 8-10 years. How- 
ever, Stern said that this condition does not impair the 
foreign minister's work either physically or intellectually. 


[Begin recording Stern in English] In my opinion it does 
not affect him in any manner—physically, intellectually, 
physical stamina, intellectual stamina. [end recording] 
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You in Austria should come to the same conclusion 
when you consider Mock’s achievements in the past few 
years, Stern said in his diagnosis. 


The neurologist first examined Mock in May 1994. Up 
to then, Foreign Minister Mock received contradictory 
judgments regarding his state of health, which 1s why he 
turned to the public only now, as Mock said. 


{Begin Mock recording] | had to acknowledge that the 
number of those who insisted that my condition was 
related to Parkinson's disease increased. | also had to 
acknowledge that there was something true about 1t— 
something one hates to do. The moment this became 
clear to me—I cannot say exactly when this was [words 
indistinct}—I said to myself: well, now I have to tell my 
voters, too. [end recording] 


Asked about a possible progression of the disease, neu- 
rologist Stern said that here onc had to think in catego- 
nies of decades and not years, and added that this slight 
form of Parkinson's disease retains its character. Had he 
comme to the conclusion that Mock could no longer do his 
tb he ould have said so, Stern said. 


Discusses Disease, Affect on Work 


AU2202102395 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 2100 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[Interview with Austrian Foreign Minister Alors Mock and 
British neutrologist Dr. Gerald Stern by Robert Wiesner in 
Vienna on 21 February—recorded; Stern statements in 
English with superimposed German translation] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Moderator Ingrid Turnher] 
Together with his doctor, Foreign Minister Alois Mock 
gave an interview to my colleague Robert Wiesner, and 
he explains why he is only now officially admitting what 
many people have surmised and he himself has known 
for a long time. 


[Mock] I have a commitment, I have been elected; at the 
last elections, | received 46,000 preferential votes, giving 
me a lot of trust. Now one must say: This is what things 
look like. For a long time it was uncertain. There were 
doctors who affirmed that I was not suffering from 
Parkinson's disease, but that I had problems with my 
vertebral disk and other things. Other doctors, who 
became ever more numerous, said that | was suffering 
from Parkinson's disease. Now it is clear. 


[Wiesner] Why did you wait so long before making your 
condition public? Suffering from Parkinson's disease is 
not a disgrace, after all. 


[Mock] Well, I think that has little to do with it. Of 
course, one does not like it. This may play a role. As long 
as it 1s possible that the analysis may be wrong, one tends 
toward denying it. I certainly admit that. 


[Wiesner] In the course of your disease, have there been 
periods—short periods—when you yourself felt that the 
disease was impairing your work? 
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[Mock] Not the disease, but the uncertainty—is tthe 
disease or 1s 1t not the disease? Can one deny it or must 
one acknowledge 1t? And that also goes for the various 
nuances of the analyses that were given. I have talked ty 
many people, and—following many previous clues 
pointing into this direction, following the decrease of 
those voices that said that my disease has certainly 
nothing to do with Parkinson's disease—I came to the 
conclusion that it 1s now time to tell the public 


[Wiesner] Dr. Gerald Stein, the foreign minister's new 
rologist from London, encouraged him to make thrs 
admission. 


[Stern] When I met Mr. Mock for te first time last Ma» 

| was rather certain that he had suffered slight impair- 
ments for the past 10 years. As you can see from his 
work, his general state of health 1s extremely good, and ! 
do not doubt that he 1s able to work, which was probably 
the gist of your question. 


[Wiesner] in your diagnosis, you write that. in May 1994 
you recommended Mr. Mock to keep taking his medica- 
tion. Does this mean that at that time. he had already 
received medication against Parkinson's disease’ 


[Stern] Yes, this 1s correct. He received such medication, 
and now he is taking Jess than at that time. 


[Wiesner] W:ll you determine how long he is able to 
work? Will you issue medical bulletins regularly” 


[Stern] The person who would notice this first of all is 
Mr. Mock himself. He ts very intelligent and extremely 
active and would notice long before any doctor i! he 
started exhausting his reserves, if he got unusually tired 
However, there are no indications of that, as one can see 
from his activities. 


[Wiesner] How do you plan your political future your- 
self? Will you reconsider every half year whether or not 
you will continue? Or do you want to commit yourself 
already now? 


[Mock] No, | am not so much for planning everything. | 
will fulfill my task—hopcfully—as best as 1 can. When I 
notice that my condition deteriorates and tha: it begins 
to impair my work, I will have to take the approp:.ate 
step. [sentence indistinct] 


[Wiesner] [question indistinct} 


{Mock] Because of the elections, | have a mandate for 
four years from parliament. from the president. and 
from the peopie. Whether it will last four vears 1s a 
different matter. 


[Wiesner] Thus, you mean that the coalition and its 
durability will solve the problem before the four ycars 
are out? 


[Mock] Look, this 1s likely, but nothing ts certain in this 
field. 
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Belgium 


Van Miert, Claes, Tebback Deny Part in Agusta 
Bribe 

BR21021616°S Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 

in French 20 Feb 95 p 2 


[Report signed “G.Dz.” and “Ph.V.": “Van Miert and 
Claes Ready To Be Heard” ] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] EU Competition Commis- 
sioner Kare! Van Miert, at present on his way back to 
Belgium from a trip abroad, sent a fax to LA LIBRE 
BELGIQUE on Sunday [19 February] afternoon, in 
which he states that he had “learned with amazement of 
the information concerning recent developments in the 
Agusta affair.” 


“As former SP [Flemish Socialist Party] leader, | 
emphatically state that at no time was I involved in any 
way with the Agusta affair and that, for the rest, it was 
formally prohibited, within the SP, to accept any 
amounts whatsoever from companies in the arms 
industry or linked to 1.” Mr. Van Miert added. 


In his communique the European commissioner also 
stresses that he “is naturally at the disposal of the 
judicial authorities and ardently hopes that the max- 
imum possible light will be shed on this affair.” “I 
resigned as SP president in December 1988 to take up 
my duties with the European Commission,” he states. 


“| would also like to point out that as from December 
1985 any form of collaboration ceased with Mr. Wallyn, 
who until that date had been principally responsible, at 
the SP secretariat, for dealing with the problems facing 
the DE MORGEN newspaper.” the communique adds. 


Mr. Van Miert’s office also points out that “Mr. Wallyn 
rejoined the service of the Commission in January 1986 
and at no time was he a member of the office or of services 
placed unde: the responsibility of Mr. Van Miert ” 


Claes “Dumbfounded™ 

NATO Sccretary General Willy Claes, Belgian economic 
affairs minister in 1988, has said he is “totally dumb- 
founded.” “It 1s now more than a year ago that a rumor 
circulated to the effect that as a minister | had been in 
contact with a certain lawyer, somewhere in the Rue 
Royale. It 1s clear that this lawyer is the one who has just 
been arrested. At the time I personally went to the exam- 
ining magistrate, Mrs. Ancia, to tell her that I had never 
had the least contact. I can confirm to you todzy that I am 
not involved in even the slightest way, either directly nor 
indirect'y, in the affair in question,” Willy Claes stated. 
“Commission negotiated without my knowledge when I 
was econoinic affairs minister charged with examining 
economic compensations linked to the Agusta deal? Of 
course, anything is possibic. | do not know wha! happened. 
I have no idea. I have no knowledge of any misappropria- 
tion of funds on the part of the department. 
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“I am also anxious to learn the whole truth as quickly as 
possible.” he stated. also adding that “if the judicial 
authorities believe that they need my assistance, I would 
most certainly not hide behind diplomatic immunity.” 
“I am at their disposal. | am not afraid of being con- 
fronted with anything whatsoever. | have nothing to 
hide “ added Willy Claes. “As 1am at present at the head 
of a major international organization. | cannot afford to 
jeopardize the credibility of this organization nor of the 
individual who today bears responsibility for 1.” 


Tobback: “No Trace” 

Present SP President Lours Tobback states that he has no 
indications of any Agusta money being paid into the 
party coffers. “The judicial authorities must do whatever 
is necessary. And if they want my assistance, | am 
prepared to provide it. irrespective of parliamentary 
immunity. If the examining magistrate or anyone else 
requests my cooperation. | am at their disposal. | feel 
surprised and concerned. but not in any way accused.” 
He added that: “What I can say with certainty, because 
the accountants assure me this is so, 1s that there is no 
trace whatsoever of such a stupefying sum. nesther at the 
study department nor at the party. And we are speaking 
about a hiee amount. Consequently, | do not know 
where nt coud be. It 1s true that it was 6 years ago. which 
1s Guite a while. And at that time the rules were not what 
they are today.” 


Daily: More Parties May Be Involved in Agusta 
Scandal 


BR2102151995 Groot-Buygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 21 Feb 9S p 3 


[Article signed “JIR™: “Is Agusta Virus Reaching Fur- 
ther Than PS and SP?”"] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt! Brussels—Fourteen months 
after the first press leaks about the judicial investigation 
into the payment of bribes by the Italian helicopter 
manufacturer Agusta, it is clear that the Parti Socialiste 
[PS] is not the only party to be smeared. It ts less clear 
whether the ramifications extend only to the Flemish 
socialists, or whether both other government parties, the 
PSC (Social-Christian Party] and CVP [Christian Peo- 
ple’s Party] are also involved. There 1s neither any 
official statement about, nor any official inquiry into the 
CVP and PSC’s involvement. However, members of the 
judicial police who are taking part in the Agusta inves- 
tigation stated to DE STANDAARD yesterday that they 
found “suspicious transactions” in the CVP book- 
keeping, “in the same period when the Agusta money 
was paid to SP [Socialist Party] go-betweens.” 


The CVP books reportedly contain “identical incoming and 
Outgoing payments,” in the same period when the Agusta 
bribes were channeled to the SP. There was no official 
confirmation yesterday of the allegations by the members of 
the juc‘cial police, who are part of the inquiry team inves- 
tigating the Agusta case. Neither is \here any official inves- 
tigation yet into possible financial ties between the Italian 
helicopter manufacturer and the CVP. 
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The CVP’s party secretary in those days—between 1988 
and 1989—was former Defense Minister and current 
Senator Leo Delcroix. Delcroix himself has always 
denied any involvement in the Agusta case. 


Delcroix’ resignation as a federal minister in December 
last year had nothing to do with Agusta. The CVP 
minister resigned after it had been revealed that he had 
lied to HUMO journalists about the construction of a 
villa in Bormes-les-Mimosas, in the south of France. 
[passage omitted] 


Netherlands 


Commentary on Dangers of U.S. Isolationism 


BR2102144895 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 18 Feb 95 p 5 


{Commentary by Oscar Garschagen: “U.S. Congress 
Denies the Facts”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For decades the Soviet Union 
was the evil empire in the eyes of many U.S. elected 
representatives. The role of enemy and international 
bogeyman has now been taken over by the United 
Nations and the world in general. 


The growing wave of isolationism which is sweeping 
over the United States is beginning to attain serious 
proportions and is presenting a threat for the UN peace- 
keeping operations, but also for the United Nations’ 50 
years of international policy. 


In less than one month the new Republican Congress 
refused to cooperate in the political and economic rescue 
of Mexico and a serious attack was made on UN peace- 
keeping activities. Acceptance of the Republicans’ 
National Security Revitalization Act is the first stage of 
an attempt to influence President Clinton’s foreign 
policy. At the same time the Republicans have opened 
the debate on reducing foreign aid and downsizing the 
Department of State. 


““My mother always taught me to dance with the people 
who took me to the party,” said Texan conservative 
Steve Stockman in the heated debate on the National 
Security Revitalization Act. “The electors have sent me 
here and they do not want the United States to act as the 
United Nation’s lackey. Let alone for us to throw their 
tax money into bottomless pits in Mexico and Russia.” 


Although heavily exaggerated and far from the truth, this 
well reflects the atmosphere in the United States when 
extensive diplomatic, military, or economic questions 
are up for debate. Congress is a more exact thermometer 
of the United States than the Senate or the media. 


The Texan in question belongs to the new generation of 
congressmen: born after the war, served in Vietnam, and 
elected after the end of the Cold War. More than half of 
all members of the Congress took their seats after the fall 
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of the Berlin Wall. This gives them a different outlook on 
the world and the U.S. role. 


However, these congressmen have little respect for facts. 
Operation Peso Shield, as the monetary support to 
Mexico is being called, served primarily U.S. investors, 
who have a major interest in stable currency and share 
markets in the world. But also the jobs of over a miiiion 
employers, who are dependent on exports to Mexico, was 
at stake. 


When talk turns to the United Nations, the debate rapidly 
reaches the limit of the ridiculous. The fact that of 64,000 
blue helmets, UN observers, and policemen, only 937 are 
U.S. citizens, is generally not mentioned. For the blue 
helmets’ peacekeeping activities a total of $3 billion is 
available, an amount for which the secretary general 
always has to beg. Set against the federal budget of $1.6 
trillion, this U.S. share is not an impressive amount. The 
UN missions are in general soberly structured and there is 
nothing left of the interventionism preached by Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali in 1992. 


Total foreign aid by the United States on an annual basis 
amounts to 11 billion dollars, including the $400 million 
for Russia. This is less than | percent of U.S. gross 
national product and compares very unfavorably with 
European figures. 


The refined system of checks and balances in the United 
States ensures that no overly radical changes in direction 
are implemented in the short term. Out of a concern for 
economy, the National Security Revitalization Act’s 
plans for “Star Wars, Part II” have been referred on to a 
study committee. And in all likzlihood President Clinton 
will veto the attack on the UN peacekeeping operations. 
This not so much out of a sense of conviction, but 
because his authority as president and supreme com- 
mander is at stake. In theory his veto can be outvoted by 
Congress, but it is questionable whether the necessary 
two-thirds majority exists. 


For the Unites Nations and for European governments 
this offers little reassurance. The isolationist trend is 
unmistakably present in the Republican Party, which 
carried out an active foreign policy after the war. Or put 
in other words, the party of Eisenhower, Nixon, Bush, 
and Baker has been taken over by the populist Gingrichs 
and his new boys, who believe that the United States 
should place less money and energy overseas. The 
Republicans have a good chance of increasing their 
majority in 1996 and conquering the White House. 


The isolationist trend will not then have blown over and 
historians are drawing comparisons with the thirties, 
forties, and fifties, when the isolationists dominated the 
Republican Party. 


For the United Nations too, little exciting news can be 
expected in the short term. The U.S. Government will be 
seizing on the debate in Congress and society in order to 
push through the proposed reduction in the contribution 
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to the UN fund for peacekeeping activities. With the 
argument “we can do no else,” U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations Albright and Secretary of State Chnisto- 
pher will place the United Nations under heavy pressure 
to accept this reduction. 


The United Nations will be forced to be more selective 
and restrained in entering into new obligations. In the 
absence of political and material support from the 
United States, new proposals for setting up a special 
rapid deployment UN force will remain what they are: 
an interesting matter for discussion. On its SOth birthday 
the United Nations is receiving no gifts from the only 
remaining superpower. 


UN Puts Surinamese Troops Under Netherlands 
Command 


BR2202112895 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 22 Feb 95 p 6 


{Unattributed report: “Surinamese Platoon Under Neth- 
erlands Command After All] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paramaribo—The Surinamese 
platoon responsible for UN peacekeeping tasks in Haiti 
will come under Netherlands command after all. This is 
clear from a memorandum which both countries signed 
in Curacao last week. 


The issue of command recently caused a stir in Paramaribo. 
While [Netherlands] Defense Minister Voorhoeve was 
declaring in The Hague that the Surinamese unit would 
come under Netherlands “operational command,” [Suri- 
namese] President Venetiaan announced that incorpora- 
tion of the 31 military men into the Netherlands contingent 
of marines was out of the question. “We do not see any such 
possibility within the framework of our sovereignty,”’ Vene- 
tiaan said. According to Venetiaan, the United Nations 
would have to decide at a later time under which command 
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Suriname comes, a decision which has now apparently been 
made. As previously agreed in Paramaribo, the Surinamese 
platoon will get logistic support from the Netherlands 
troops (150 men). The United Nations has decided that 
Surplat | [Surinamese Platoon 1] in Jacmel will be assigned 
its own area—independent from that of the Netherlands 
troops—and can operate under its own flag. However. the 
platoon reports to the Netherlands commander, who in 
turn falls under U.S. command. Next month ! 5 Surinamese 
policemen will also leave for Haiti. 


Prime Minister Announces Plan To Run Again 


BR2202113095 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 22 Feb 95 p 1 


[Unattributed report: ““Kok Willing To Run Again”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague—PvdA [Labor Party] 
leader Kok is willing to become prime minister again 
after the elections in 1998. At a meeting of the Society of 
Chief Editors yesterday, Kok said he has this ambition if 
circumstances permit. 


Kok considers it important that the government does not 
only succeed in creating more jobs, but also maintains a 
socially oriented policy. According to Kok, the social- 
liberal cabinet which he has led since last year will 
succeed in creating 75,000 extra jobs this year and 
100,000 extra jobs next year. 


Kok, who displayed optimism over the cooperation with 
the VVD [People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy] 
and D66 [Democrats 66], said he was not worried about 
the provincial elections scheduled for 8 March. New 
losses are predicted for the PvdA in those elections. 
According to Kok, the elections may have an impact on 
the relations between the coalition parties in The Hague, 
but “this cabinet is thick-skinned. It won't throw us off 
balance,” the prime minister said. 
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‘Senior’ Ministers Warn of Cabinet Split Over 
Europe 

MS2202114395 London THE TIMES in English 22 
Feb 95 p 8 


{Report by Philip Webster: “Ministers Fear Split Will 
Weaken Stance Over Europe’s Future’’] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Senior ministers are warning that 
Britain’s negotiating stance in the run-up to next year’s 
conference on the future of Europe is being undermined by 
Cabinet and Conservativ«: Party divisions. 


They are openly accepting that some countries may try to 
delay the outcome of the intergovernmental conference 
(IGC) until after the next general election in the hope 
that the new government, whether Labour or Tory, 
would be in a better position to agree a deal. 


Douglas Hurd, who chairs the Cabinet's European com- 
mittee which is preparing Britain's stance for the IGC, is 
strongly reinforcing the Prime Minister's appeal for a Cab- 
inet truce on long-term European issues such as the single 
currency. 


He is understood to have told friends that emerging 
British proposals for the conference have secured sup- 
port in other governments and right-wing political par- 
ties in Europe. But he believes their chances of accep- 
tance are likely to be much reduced if Britain’s package, 
expected to be drafted in preliminary form by June, is 
seen within the European Union as a compromise plan 
forced on John Major to keep his divided party together. 


Senior ministers are saying that it is time for Cabinet 
members who have been arguing the merits of the single 
currency to enter “the real world” and concentrate on the 
practical decisions that have to be taken in the years 
immediately ahead. 


Friends believe that the chances of Mr Hurd staying on 
as Foreign Secretary beyond next summer, as the Prime 
Minister wants him to do, will increase considerably if 
the Conservative Party stops squabbling on Europe and 
gives him a freer hand in the 1996 negotiations. 


Proposals beginning to emerge in Mr Hurd’s Cabinet 
committee include a strengthening of the “‘subsidiarity” 
provisions in the Maastricht treaty for devolving more 
decisions to national governmenis; greater defence coop- 
eration to take account of the American disengagement, 
while leaving nation states their sovereign rights to 
deploy troops; reform of the system of running the EU, 
giving more influence in the six-month presidencies to 
larger countries and allowing the smaller countries to 
share the burden; and preventing the European Court of 
Justice making retrospective decisions. 


Under the agreement reached at Maastricht, the next IGC 
has to start in 1996. But the Government is now preparing 
itself for the possibility that some countries, notably Ger- 
many, may delay proceedings in the hope that more may be 
achievable after the next British election. 
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Major Fails To Back Chancellor Over Monetary 
Union 

MS1702114995 London THE INDEPENDENT in 
English 17 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Donald Macintyre: “Tories Adrift as Major 
Rebuffs Clarke”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major yesterday failed to 
proffer public support for his Chancellor's contention 
that monetary union would not threaten the “nation 
state”, after formally warning the Cabinet not to diverge 


from agreed policy on Europe. 


Kenneth Clarke last night gave ground in the Cabinet 
dispute over Europe when he approved the text of a 
letter from Mr Major to Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, asserting that Mr Major and Mr Clarke 
accepted a single currency would raise “economic and 
political and constitutional issues”. 


The move came after the Prime Minister had successfully 
put his authority to the test by delivering a clear instruction 
to Cabinet ministers not to indulge in “spec alative” com- 
ments on Europe that went beyond his own explicit state- 
ments of policy towards a single currency and the 1996 
Inter-Governmental Conference on the European Union. 


His call, followed by a fierce demand for a public show of 
unity from Richard Ryder, the Chief Whip, was reportedly 
heard without dissent. But the extent to which Mr Clarke 
had been brought within the terms of the edict was under- 
lined in Commons exchanges two hours after the Cabinet. 


Mr Major insisted ministers were “utterly united” on the 
decision to defer deciding whether to join a single 
currency, and repeated there was no prospect of a single 
currency by 1997. 


He rejected at least twice an invitation from Tony Blair, 
the Labour leader, to back Mr Clarke's declaration 
yesterday that the idea that a single currency is “some 
threat to the nation state is wrong”. 


Without explicitly disowning the declaration, the Prime 
Minister instead attacked the position of Labour on Europe. 


Allies of Mr Clarke among senior Tories strongly 
endorsed his argument that, as Chancellor, he had a duty 
to inform Parliament and the public of the implications 
of a single currency. 


Some argued that Mr Clarke, in stark contrast to Euro- 
sceptic Cabinet members like Jonathan Aitken, had 
refrained over several months from stating his personal 
views on a single currency. But the Chancellor's allies 
also predicted he would exercise as much self-restraint as 
possible to comply with the new call for public unity. 


Ministers and ex-ministers sympathetic to Mr Clarke 
suggested his pro-European stance over the last fortnight 
was prompted by disquiet in the Government at the 
persistence with which Eurosceptics tried to dominate 
the debate within the Conservative Party—and that it 
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may even have helped to avert the danger of Mr Major's 
explicitly ruling out a single currency for good. 


But right-wing ministers were equally adamant that Mr 
Clarke's speech last Thursday would not now fall within 
the terms of Mr Major's remit to his colleagues. 


Mr Major's unusual declaration to the Cabinet, which 
was said to have referred to “apparent or actual” diver- 
gences of view between ministers, reinforced a Downing 
Street missive to the private of offices of Cabinet min- 
isters earlier this month. 


The letter from Alex Allen, Mr Major's principal private 
secretary, 1s understood to have reminded the Cabinet of 
the stipulation in Questions of Procedure for Ministers 
on collective responsibility and that the Prime Minister 
must be consulted before “any mention” is made of 
matters affecting the “conduct of the Government as a 
whole... or of a constitutional character”. 


Bank of England Argues Benefits of Single Currency 


MS2202104295 London THE INDEPENDENT in 
English 22 Feb 95 p 12 


[Report by Sarah Helm: “Opt-Out From EMU ‘Will 
Harm Britain} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Luxembourg—In a clear 
warning to the Government, Eddie George, the Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England, warned that opting out of 
European monetary union [EMU] would not be a “soft 
option” and could be damaging. 


Countries which decided not to take part would have to 
keep the same tight rein on their economies as EMU 
members “otherwise they would be likely to suffer in 
terms of financial and physical investment,’ Mr George 
said in a speech in Luxembourg last night. Non-EMU 
members could also find that large movements of capital 
across their borders caused major economic disruptions. 


Mr George does not believe that the start of monetary union 
(the locking of exchange rates between participating states) 
need be followed by the introduction of a single European 
currency in the form of notes and coins. “It would be 
possible for national currencies to continue to be used 
alongside or instead of the European Currency Unit for a 
generation—even, in principle, indefinitely.” He did not 
directly address the issue of whether Britain should join the 
EMU but went significantly further than in previous 
speeches in supporting the project in principle. 


He warned of the need for caution and stressed it was 
vital that countries involved met the guidelines for 
reducing differences between their economic policies 
and performance as laid down in the Maastricht Treaty. 


Echoing arguments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Kenneth Clarke, Mr George said Europe could only benefit 
from the sustained monetary and exchange rate stability of 
monetary union, which would encourage investment: “! 
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certainly would not question the view that sustained mon- 
etary and exchange rate stability within the European Union 
is wholly desirable and would substantially increase the 
benefits of the single market by improving the efficiency of 
resource allocation within Europe.”’. 


Although countries could work to achieve such stability 
without EMU, the solidarity of a Europe-wide monctary 
system would be more successful, he said. “While European 
monetary stability can in principle be achieved without 
monetary union, and while this could deliver de facto 
relative exchange rate stability, this would not provide the 
business community with certainty about intra-European 
exchange rates over the medium and long term. That would 
be a unique advantage of monetary union. 


“The economic argumez: for monetary union is that it 
would deliver greater union-wide stability in practice 
and, importantly, that it would carry greater conviction 
with investors that intra- European stability would be 
maintained into the medium and longer term.” 


Mr George warned that if monetary union was to achieve 
such benefits, member states should not “fudge” the neces- 
sity of ensuring real convergence in their economies. 


While stressing that he was not calling for changes in th 
convergence rules set out in the Maastricht treaty, the 
Governor warned about failure to address the different 
levels of unemployment in member states. If this were 
not done there could be a real possibility of migration 
within the EU. 


The costs of ignoring the need for true convergence could 
be substantial, Mr George said, in a repetition of his 
recent plea for economic realism to inform the debate. 
He concluded that the important point was to continue 
to work towards a single currency with an open mind. 


Paisley Views Joint Framework Document 


MS2102142195 London ITV Television Network in 
English 1900 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[Interview with lan Paisley, Leader of the Democratic 
Unionist Party, by Tanya Sillem: Paisley in Westminster, 
Sillem in London; from the “Channel Four’ newscast— 
live} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Sillem] Good evening Dr 
Paisley, are vou able to tell us anything more about your 
meeting tonight with Mr Molyneaux [Leader Ulster 
Unionist Party] and Mr Hume, Leader Social demo- 
cratic and Labor Party? 


[Paisley] No way. It say’s—the statement released—that 
myself, John Hume and James Molyneaux met at the 
house of commons for a constructive discussion, and will 
be reporting back to their respective parties. They firmly 
resolved that no further statement will be made. 


[Sillem] But we can assume that it was a constructive 
meeting? 
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[Paisley] I'm not entering into any comment about the 
statement whatsoever. You'd better take another line? 


[Sillem] Well, let's move on then to the framework 
document. Is there any ground for—is their any common 
ground on the framework document between you and 
the party leaders that you have met this evening? 


[Paisley] The official Unionist Leader and myself have both 
made statements at the weekend, and Mr Molyneaux made 
it clear that he would not take part in any talks where the 
talks process would have the document as its agenda. He 
would be prepared to discuss with the Government his own 
proposals, but he would not take part in discussing the 
framework document. We had already taken a similar line, 
so both Unionist parties are agreed on that. 


{Sillem] And have you learned anything in the last 24 
hours that might make you change your mind? 


[Paisley] No. What I have learned in the last 24 hours is that 
the document will really be worse. from the Unionist point 
of view, that many people imagined it would be. 


[Sillem] So what is the next step? 


[Paisley] The next step is to get the people of Northern 
Ireland the right to discuss their future. You know you 
have seen on your television tonight members of the 
Dublin Government deciding the future of Northern 
Ireland, we have also heard it said by the Prime Minister 
of the South of Ireland [John Bruton] that we should be 
happy that we're going to get some power, to have some 
say in the government of ourselves. I resent that. The 
people of Northern Ireland are entitled to govern them- 
selves within the United Kingdom... 


[Sillem, interrupting] But the principle of consent is 
going to be enshrined in this document, as we under- 
stand it, and indeed... 


[Paisley, interrupting] No it’s not going to be enshrined 
at all. The principle consent is, one: that if all the parties 
agree, they are prepared to put it to a referendum, if they 
don’t agree there will be no referendum, and there will be 
no opportunity for the people of Northern Ireland to 
reject the document. I challenged the Government 
tonight to put the document to all of the people of 
Northern Ireland and let them have their say on it. 


[Sillem] But you have already rejected the Government 
before you have even seen it, about which there have 
been numerous assurances... 


[Paisley, interrupting] Excuse me. I have seen what is in 
the document, I know what is in the document, and what 
I have seen... 


[Sillem, interrupting] So you’ve been shown the docu- 
ment by the Prime Minister? 


[Paisley] What I have seen in this document that will be 
published is totally and absolutely repugnant to all the 
Unionist people of Northern Ireland. And let me tell 
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you, I sat in the British House of Commons and the 
Prime Minister, and the Secretary of State (Sir Patrick 
Mayhew] had the opportunity, an ample opportunity to 
say that the leak of the document was a fraud. a deceit, 
and it was untrue. They couldn't say that because that 
document was the exact document that they are prepared 
to foist on the people of Northern Ireland. 


[Sillem] Well both Governments have gone out of their 
way to try to and assure Unionists, including with a 
triple lock that the Secretary of State talked about, that 
the Union would not be under threat in this document? 


[Paisley] I think that that is the laugh of the century. When 
we were told today in Northern Ireland, that if we didn't 
accept this document, they would force it upon us anyway. 
This talk about consent is nonsense, it’s not the consent of 
the people of Northern Ireland, it’s the consent of al! the 
people of Ireland, which leaves us in a minority. | wouldn't 
depend on the British House of Commons to do anything in 
the matter, because they let the people of Ulster down on the 
occasion of the Anglo-Irish Agreement. So to ask me to put 
my faith in the British Parliament, and that’s our safeguard. 
is really nonsense. The only people that have a nght to 
decide Ulster’s future are the people of Northern Ireland. 
Therefore let us have an elected assembly of the people of 
Northern Ireland, and let that elected assembly decide the 
agenda, and decide it’s own future. Is that not democracy? 


[Sillem] But are you convinced that your constituents are 
behind you after two years of work on this framework 
document and a cease-fire since the last election. Do you 
not owe it to them to produce something that is more 
than a negative reaction to the document? 


[Paisley] I never heard such nonsense. I offered myself to 
the electorate in June. June is not very far away, I offered 
myself to the people on this very issue. | fought the 
election, ! defeated the official... 


[Sillem, interrupting] There has been a cease-fire since 
your election... 


[Paisley, interrupting] Just a minute, | defeated the 
official Unionist candidate by 30,000 votes, | defeated 
John Major's candidate by 157,000 of a majority. and 
then you dare to sit on a television studio at your 
backside here and tell me I don’t know what the people 
of Northern Ireland are talking about. I have under my 
belt over 106,000 votes, the largest vote cast in all of 
Europe for an MEP [Member of European Parliament], 
so please don’t talk nonsense to me. 


[Sillem] Dr Paisley, many thanks for joining us. 


Cabinet Backs Ulster Framework Document 


LD2102132695 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1240 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[By James Hardy, Political Editor, PA News] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major today won full 
Cabinet support for detailed Anglo-Insh proposals on 
tue future of Northern Ireland. 


Senior ministers agreed the details of the framework 
document paving the way for full political talks in the 
Province at a 90- minute meeting at Downing Street. 


The document will now be given a high-profile launch 
tomorrow, probably at Hillsborough Castle in Co Down, 
by the Prime Minister and Irish premier John Bruton. 


At the same time Mr Major will publish separately 
British Government proposals for a new Northern Ire- 
land assembly. 


But Ulster Unionist leader James Molyneaux dismissed the 
proposals amid grim warnings of a possible return to vio- 
lence. He claimed the document could become “a major 
part of the problem instead of a basis for solution”. 


The two governments will press on regardless of 
Unionist sabre- rattling in the hopes of appealing directly 
to the people of Northern Ireland. 


Full details of the Cabinet meeting were not immediately 
available. 


A brief statement from No 10 said: “Cabinet agreed that the 
framework document and the proposals for accountable 
government for Northern Ireland should now be published 
in the form recommended by the Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary.” 


Ulster Secretary Sir Patrick Mayhew is believed to have 
given a full report of discussions with Irish foreign 
minister Dick Spring at the weekend in which final 
obstacles to publication were ironed out. 


It is thought the document was then the subject of a 
round-table discussion involving most, if not all, mem- 
bers of the Cabinet. 


Mr Major is determined that the momentum for peace 
should be maintained despite the potential for terminal 
damage to the process posed by angry Unionists, who see 
the document as the first step on the road to a united 
Ireland. 


Both Unionist parties have threatened to boycott talks 
unless they are based on their own separate proposals. 


The Ulster Unionist proposals were released simulta- 
neously in London and Belfast today. 


Mr Molyneaux warned that the framework document 
would be a totally inadequate basis for negotiation and 
called for it to be shelved. 


The UUP [Ulster Unionist Party] document said: “The 
community in Northern Ireland may ... be destined to 
have to withstand yet another 10 years of uncertainty 
and inevitable violence.” [ellipses as received] 


The party called for an interim assembly, which they said 
would enable trust to develop between all sides. 
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This would follow six months of intense bilateral and 
trilateral talks involving all the parties and both the 
British and Irish governments. 


Mr Molyneaux gave an enigmatic hint of behind-the-scenes 
cooperation with his two main political rivals, Democratic 
Unionist leader Dr Ian Paisley and nationalist SDLP [Social 
Democratic and Labour Party] leader John Hume. 


He refrsed to give details of a secret meeting with them at 
Westminster yesterday, but said: “The problem is that 
people assume we are daggers drawn. that we never do 
co-operate. 


“When maybe the history of the last two or three weeks 
comes to be written, you will find there was a great deal 
of co-operation.” 


Downing Street renewed its insistence that the framework 
document was not a blueprint for a political solution and 
said other proposals could still be taken into account. 


“The proposals that we will publish are not going to be 
carved in tablets of stone,” said a spokesman. 


“They are to be used as the basis for discussion and 
negotiation. We do not put them forward to the exclu- 
sion of all other ideas.” 


Mr Major was bracing himself for a potentially stormy 
meeting with Dr Paisley at Westminster. The two men 
have failed to see eye- to-eye throughout the peace 
process and MPs were expecting little progress today. 


Meanwhile, Sinn Fein officials confirmed that no detailed 
response to the framework document would emerge from 
their annual conference in Dublin this weekend. 


But executive member Joan O'Connor said the two-day 
meeting would “reaffirm our commitment to the peace 
process”. 


A number of motions on the agenda for the conference - 
in Dublin’s Mansion House, official home of the city’s 
Lord Mayor, after being banned from that venue for five 
years - related to the peace process. 


Party vice-president Pat Doherty said Sinn Fein would 
consider getting involved in a Northern Ireland 
Assembly that might be proposed tomorrow only if it 
were set in an all-Ireland context. 


Molyneaux Discusses Joint Framework Proposals 


MS2102163795 London BBC Television Network in 
English 1300 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[Interview with James Molyneaux, leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party, by John Tusa, on 21 February; 
Molyneaux in Westminster, Tusa in London; from the 
“One o'clock” newscast—recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Tusa] Is your party refusing to 
discuss the joint framework proposals? 
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{Molyneaux] No we've put it another way, it is a positive 
measure and a positive contribution. We have produced 
a genuine framework document. The other one which is 
going to be launched by the Government may have 
started out under that title, but it’s not a framework, it’s 
something like the United Nations Charter. It is not even 
worded as a consultative paper, it doesn’t seem to 
contain any options or any scope for real dialogue. 


[Tusa] But will you talk if it’s even on the table, or will 
you talk if it’s on the table and your document and the 
DUP’s [Democratic Unionist Party] document are on 
the table as well? 


{[Molyneaux] No, but look, for simplicity we have got to 
start to do first things first. We have brought out this 
document today, based as it is on the blueprint for 
stability, published exactly a year ago. We want to try to 
hold the Government to the main principle, and that 1s, 
that Northern Ireland 1s inhabited by one community, 
not two. It’s our job, it’s my particular job as leader of 
the party over the 15 years, to draw together all the 
strands of the community. Our paper is designed to do 
that. The other strange mis-named paper produced by 
the Government I'm afraid drives us apart, and its that 
that we are fearful of rather more than anything else. 


[Tusa] But I think what everybody want's to know ts, 
what are you going to do, and if all documents are on the 
table, will you sit down and discuss all documents, 
including the framework document, so long as their are 
others on the table, that’s the crux, isn’t it? 


{Molyneaux] I'd be very reluctant to sit down at the table 
if Sinn Fein put their document, I mean, because they 
are not yet clear of what we call the decor tamination 
process, the disarmament process, or anything else. 


[Tusa] But leave aside Sinn Fein? 


{Molyneaux] No, no, but you say if all parties, if all of them 
submit [Word indistinct], we would say the answer to that 
would have to be no. We are prepared to sit down with the 
Government, and the Government, if you notice, have left 
space for that, to talk about our policies, it makes a nonsense 
to talk about something as complicated as that which is 
going to be produced by the Government. 


[Tusa] But are you threatening a boycott if the frame- 
work document of the two Governments is on the table? 


[Molyneaux] Well now, if they set it on the corner of the 
table in a buff folder I don’t think that anybody is going 
to get greatly excited about that. But it’s one thing having 
it sitting on the table together with all sorts of other files, 
it’s a very differen. matter getting into the kind of 
wording which no doubt is going to be in this paper, 
which as I say is divisive, and therefore | think the less 
attention paid to it the better. 


[Tusa] So you're not threatening a boycott of talks? 


[Molyneaux] No because I come back to it, and I don't 
know how many times I have to say this—we're taking 
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up the offer which was made by Government ministers 
in the House of Commons last Thursday, which was that 
other documents would be considered and would 
become a basis for discussion, and on that basis we are 
going forward, as we always do, in a positive fashion. 


[Tusa] Mr Molyneaux, thank you very much. 


Major Appeals to Unionists Not To Let Peace 
‘Slip Away’ 

MS2202100995 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPII in 
English 22 Feb 95 p 1 


[Report by Philip Johnston and George Jones: “Don't 
Allow Peace to Slip Away™”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mr John Major appealed to 
Unionist leaders last night not to Iet “the chance of 
peace” in Northern Ireland slip away by turning their 
backs on the joint Anglo-Irish framework document to 
be published today. As he travelled to Belfast for talks 
with Ireland’s prime minister, Mr John Bruton, the 
Government machine was preparing for the next step in 
the search for a political settlement in the province. 


Six months after the IRA declared a ceasefire, the two 
leaders will stand side by side to launch what they will 
herald as a “historic” opportunity to bring the divided 
communities of Northern Ireland together. 


But even before the Prime Minister had left London, 
Unionist opinion was hardening against the document. 
The leaders of the two main Unionist parties published 
their own ideas and said they would not negotiate on the 
basis of the proposals drawn up by London and Dublin. 
Although ministers are braced for a turbulent response to 
the document, they are convinced that the change of 
mood among the people in the province since the IRA 
ceasefire last September provides the first real opportu- 
nity for 25 years to achieve a settlement. 


The Government is digging in for a long and patient 
effort to swing public opinion behind the document, 
with the immediate aim of keeping the ceasefire intact 
for long enough to turn it into a permanent peace. 


Ministers believe that it may take two to three months 
before the political parties are prepared to join in talks on 
the document, which would establish cross-border bodies. 


Separate proposals for a devolved assembly will also be 
published. 


Six months of peace and a promise by Ireland to 
abandon its territorial claim to the North are expected to 
make the package more palatable to Unionists once the 
immediate furore has subsided. Every attempt will be 
made to keep the Unionists in some form of dialogue 
even if their initial response is to reject the document. 


They will be assured that, while the Government 
believes that the framework document provides the best 
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hope of reconciling the two traditions, it is not a blue- 
print to be imposed. If all the parties in Northern Ireland 
can come forward with agreed alternatives, Mr Major 
will be prepared to consider them. 


The Government sees the document as a “catalyst” for 
discussion and ministers will be prepared to talk to the 
Unionists aboui their own plans. 


Mr Major is expected to reaffirm his commitment to the 
Union in a Commons statement today. He believes that the 
Unionists should gain additional reassurance trom what the 
Government will portray as Dublin’s acceptance of parti- 
tion—something it has never previously acknowledged. 


Mr Major told the Commons yesterday that he had an open 
mind about the right mechanism for achieving a settlement. 


He added: “But I am determined to try to ensure that the 
chance of peace that is in our hands—we may not be able to 
hold it—should not slip away because we are not prepared 
to examine the matter, to talk about the matter, to consider 
it and reach the conclusions that you wish to sec reached.” 


A foretaste of the reception Mr Major is certain to receive 
was provided by Mr lan Paisley, the leader of the Demo- 
cratic Unionists. After he was briefed by the Prime Minister 
on the document at Westminster last night, he told a news 
conference that his worst fears had been realised. 


“This document is a declaration of war on the Union and 
the Unionist people,” he said. “The Government is 
going to say that, if you don’t agree with this document, 
you are for war. That is blackrmaal. 


“They are using the guns of the IRA to blackmail 
Unionist MPs into accepting something that will mean 
the destruction of their heritage.” 


The mainstream Ulster Unionists also rejected the doc- 
ument and said that Northern Ireland may have to 
withstand another 10 years of violence if the two gov- 
ernments pursued their plans. 


Mr James Molyneaux, the Ulster Unionist leader, said 
the document could become “a major part of the 
problem instead of a basis for solution”. 


But both Unionist parties said they were willing to talk 
about alternative proposals—averting an immediate crisis. 
Despite their deep suspicions, they want to avoid being 
blamed for providing the IRA with an excuse to restart the 
violence. 

Mr John Hume, leader of the nationalist SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labor Party], brushed aside Unionist objec- 
tions and predicted that they would be involved in talks. 
He said he was willing to listen to their ideas, as well as 
those of the two governments, and dismissed suggestions 
that the process would be derailed by Unionist hostility. 


The document was endorsed at an hour-long meeting of 
the Cabinet, with even staunch Unionist supporters such 
as Viscount Cranborne, Leader of the Lords, prepared to 
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back it following Mr Major's assurances that the final 
outcome will be for the people of Northern Ireland to 
decide in a referendum. 


Mr Bruton was also in a conciliatory mood towards the 
Unionists. “I am prepared to sit down for discussions 
anywhere, any time and without pre-conditions with 
representatives of all political elements,” he said. 


Ulster Unionists Publish Alternative Peace Plan 


MS2202102795 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 22 Feb 95 p 6 


[Report by Philip Johnston: “Unionists Put Their Own 
Pian for Peace”’] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] On the eve of today’s publication 
of the joint Anglo-Irish framework document on the future 
of Northern Ireland, the Ulster Unionists yesterday pro- 
posed an alternative strategy, intended to tip the process 
away from what they regard as “a nationalist agenda”. 


It envisages six months of talks, an election to an interim 
assembly in October and a referendum two years after that. 


Their five-page paper, A Practical Approach to Problem 
Solving in Northern Ireland, suggests today’s framework 
document drawn up by London and Dublin should be 
shelved. 


It would be replaced by a new “framework” for talks 
based on three criteria: 


—a concise definition of the problems already identified 
in inter-party talks more than two years ago; 


—a grouping of these problems in categories for resolution; 


—a detailed formula for dealing with each group of 
problems. 


This would provide a basis for Northern Ireland political 
parties to enter talks with both the British and Irish 
governments, lasting six months. 


The Unionists suggest this process would culminate in 
the development by the two governments of another 
framework document containing the agreements reached 
during the talks. 


Instead of then moving to a referendum, the Govern- 
ment would arrange elections to an interim assembly, 
that would sit for two years, during which the agreements 
reached would be implemented by the elected assembly. 


It is envisaged that the assembly would be established on 
a “responsibility sharing” basis, with members and com- 
mittee chairmen allocated according to the number of 
seats won by each party. 


A majority of the assembly would be directly elected; 
remaining members would be appointed from a list to 
give representation to minor parties normally squeczed 
out by the Unionists and nationalists. 
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The document says: “Working in such a partnership- 
based assembly should help concentrate minds on the 
responsibility members will have for the welfare of the 
community as a whole and would allow time and oppor- 
tunity for each party, in the context of creating a stable 
Northern Ireland, to develop sensible and practical 
means for implementing the commitments made.” 


At the end of the two-year transition period, the agreed 
package would be put to a referendum. In the event of a 
“yes” vote, the assembly would continue for two more 
years before another election. 


“Nothing would have had to be agreed in a vacuum,” the 
Unionist document adds. “The missing element of trust 
would have been given an opportunity to become estab- 
lished in a tangible form—something that will never 
happen in the course of any combative talks process.” 
The document says the framework for talks being sug- 
gested today by London and Dublin ts “totally inade- 
quate as a basis for future negotiation” and would 
worsen, not heal, divisions. 


“It fails to reflect the vital difference between the con- 
cept of cross-frontier institutions, voluntarily agreed 
between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, and 
that of all-Ireland institutions with executive powers, 
agreed by the two governments and imposed by diktat. 


“It will not matter to what extent such all-Ireland bodies 
may be claimed to be accountable to a devolved 
assembly in Belfast if that assembly does not have 
ultimate responsibility in the matter,” say the Unionists. 


“If the framework document is not to become a major 
part of the problem instead of the basis for a solution, the 
two governments must pull back from their stubborn 
insistence on the imposition of structures over the heads 
of Northern Ireland's elected representatives.” 


Major, Ireland’s Bruton Unveil Ulster Peace 
Proposals 


LD2202095695 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0934 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[By James Hardy, Political Editor, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] John Major and Irish premier John 
Bruton today stepped out side-by-side on an historic mis- 
sion to bring permanent peace to Northern Ireland. 


They ended months of secret negotiation by unveiling 
detailed proposals aimed at putting an end to centuries 
of bloodshed in the Province. 


The main points include recognition of the right of 
Ulster people to choose their destiny, the establishment 
of a cross-border body with limited and agreed execu- 
tive, consultative and harmonising powers, and guaran- 
tees by the British and Irish governments to protect civil, 
political, social and cultural rights. 
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Mr Major said in a direct message to the people of the 
province: “We seek to help peace but only the people of 
Northern Ireland can deliver it. 


“These are our ideas but the future is up to you. You 
have an opportunity now which has not been there for 
many years, an opportunity to work together to build a 
better future and a lasting peace.” 


Consent was and would remain paramount in the policy. 


“Just as people cannot be held within the Union against 
their will, so equally they will never be asked to lezvc it 
in defiunce of the will of the majority,” he said. 


Later, Mr Major was separately outlining British pro- 
posals for a new Northern Ireland assembly with legisla- 
tive powers similar to those uf the old Stormont. 


Unionist politicians immediately served notice that the path 
to lasting peace was strewn with obstacles which the Anglo- 
Irish framework document stood no chance of clearing. 


Mr Major travelled to Belfast in the knowledge that the 
birth of full talks could be turbulent but was determined 


to see the job through. 


He has consistently stressed that the document was not a 
“blueprint” and assured the Ulster people that they had 
a “triple lock” on their future, ending in a referendum 
through which they could ultimately reject the proposals. 


Both prime ministers have insisted that the people of 
Northern Ireland would not be forced into any deal 
against their will. 

Full details of the partially leaked framework document 
- which has been around two years in the making - were 
finally revealed in a joint launch at the Balmoral confer- 
ence centre in south Belfast. 


The key points are: 


- An end to the Irish constitutional claim to Northern 
Ireland and recognition of the right of the people to 
choose their destiny 


~ Changes to British law to recognise the right of the people 
to decide their future - regardless of whether they wish to 
remain part of the UK or move to a united Ireland 


- A cross-border body of elected representatives of the 
Northern Ireland Assembly and the Irish Parliament 
with limited and agreed executive, consultative and 
harmonising powers 

- A parliamentary forum of representatives from the 
North and South to hold wider discussions 


- Increased co-operation between London and Dublin 
through a standing Inter-Governmental Conference. but 
no right to interfere with powers given to the Northern 
Ireland Assembly 
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- Guarantees by both governments to ensure that civil, 
political, social and cultural rights in the Province will be 
protected. 


The two prime ministers were determined to spell out 
the tight limitations on the power of the new cross- 
border body - which many Unionists fear is the first step 
on the path to a united Ireland. 


It is envisaged that it would bring into line certain 
limited aspects of policy over areas such as tourism, 
agriculture, cross- border roads, and possibly education. 


Mr Major and Mr Bruton were at pains to stress that the 
guiding principles behind any change must be the con- 
sent of the people and the agreement of political parties 
in Northern Ireland. 


London is convinced that Dublin's agreement to drop its 
territorial claim and accept the principle of consent will 
combine with the six-month ceasefire and an account- 
able assembly to give lasting peace its best-ever chance. 


Mr Major said in his direct message to the people of 
Northern Ireland that consent - “the democratic right 
and the safeguard of the people” - was paramount. 


“That is why any eventual settlement must be agreed by 
the parties, supported by the people of Northern Ireland 
in a referendum and approved by Parliament - a triple 
consent procedure.” 


What was proposed was an end to the “uncertainty, 
instability and internal divisions which have bedeviled 
Northern Ireland”. 


He went on: “It is my duty as Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom to maintain the Union for as long as 
that is the will of the people. It is a duty in which I 
strongly believe and one which these proposals protect. 


“Just as people cannot be held within the Union against 
their will, so equally they will never be asked to leave it 
in defiance of the will of the majority.” 


Many people would remain worried and even pessi- 
mistic about the future but the “dialogue of the death” 
had ended and real progress was being made. 


More gains lay ahead if all the parties involved had the 
courage to conduct themselves with patience, foresight 
and consideration. 


“The destination I seek is a lasting and peaceful settle- 
ment. It 1s obtainable and I believe we have taken a very 
important step towards it today.’ Mr Major said. 


Directly addressing Unionists’ fears, he said the Irish 
Republic's acceptance of an end to its territorial claim 
was a “very important proposal”. 


That, combined with British willingness to enshrine in law 
its acceptance of the will of the majority in Northern 
Ireland, gave the province a constitutional stability it had 
never before enjoyed. 
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‘Official Summary’ of Ulster rramework 
Document 

LD22020945°5 London PRESS ASSOCIA TION in 
English 0936 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] This is the official summary of 
the framework document released by Downing Street: 


A NEW FRAMEWORK FOR AGREEMENT 


These proposals: 


- Reaffirm the guiding principles of self-determination, 
the consent of the governed, exclusively democratic and 
peaceful means, and full respect and protection for the 
rights and identities of both traditions. 


- Provide for an agreed new approach to traditional 
constitutional doctrines on voth sides: 


- The British Government will propose changes to its 
constitutional legislation so as to tacorporate a commit- 
ment to continuing willingness to accept the will of a 
majority of the people living in Northern Ireland, and a 
commitment to exercise their jurisdiction with rigorous 
impartiality on behalf of all the people of Northern 
Ireland in a way which does not prejudice their freedom 
to determine Northern Ireland's constitutional status, 
whether in remaining a part of the United Kingdom or in 
forming part of a united /veland; 


- The Irish Government will introduce and support pro- 
posals for changes in the Irish Constitution so that no 
territorial claim of right to jurisdiction over Northern 
Ireland contrary to the will of a majority of its people is 
asserted, and so that the Irish Government recognise the 
legitimacy of whatever choice is freely exercised by a 
majority of the people of Northern Ireland with regard to its 
constitutional status; 


- Commend direct dialogue with the relevant political 
parties in Northern Ireland in developing new internal 
structures, 


- Propose a North/South body, comprising elected rep- 
resentatives from, and accountable to, a Northern Ire- 
land Assembly and the Irish Parliament, to deal with 
matters designated by the two Governments in the first 
instance in agreement with the parties; 


- Describe ways in which such a body could work with 
executive, harmonising or consultative functions, by way 
of authority delegated to its members by the Assembly; 


- Envisage that all decisions within the North/South 
body would be by agreement between the two sides: 


- Set out criteria for the designation of functions, and 
suggest a range of functions that might be designated 
from the outset, for agreement with the parties. 


- Envisage the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Irish 
Parliament being able, by agreement, to designate fur- 
ther functions or to move functions already designated 
between the three categories; 
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- Envisage that the body will have an important role, in 
consultation with the two Governments, in developing 
an agreed approach for the whole island in respect of the 
challenges and opportunities of the European Union; 


- Envisage a Parliamentary forum, with representatives 
from the new Northern Ireland institutions and the Irish 
Parliament, to consider matters of mutual interest; 


- Envisage a new and more broadly based agreement 
between the British and Irish governments to develop 
and extend co-operation; 


- Envisage a standing Inter-governmental Conference 
which would consider matters of mutual interest, but not 
those transferred to new political institutions in 
Northern Ireland: 


- Envisage that representatives of agreed political insti- 
tutions in Northern Ireland may de formally associated 
with the work of the conference: 


- Provide for a complementary undertaking by both 
governments to ensure protection for specified civil, 
political, social and cultural rights. 


These proposals do NOT provide for joint authority by 
the British and Irish governments over Northern Ireland. 
They do NOT predetermine any outcome to the talks 
process. Agreement by the parties, and then by the 
people, is the key. 


- Copies of the full text of both documents for discussion 
are available at main post offices or by calling Freefone 
0800 374 964. 


Text of Major Statement on Ulster Proposals 


LD2202102495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 0953 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] This is the full version of the 
opening statement by John Major as he launched the 
joint Framework Document in Belfast. 


“There is one reason above all why the Taoiseach [Irish 
prime minister] and I have come to Belfast today. We 
wish to offer our proposals here in Northern Ireland to 
Northern Ireland's people and their representatives. 


“We seek to help peace, but only the people of Northern 
Ireland can deliver it. So let me say to them, these are our 
ideas but the future is up to you. You have an opportunity 
now which has not been there for many years, an opportu- 
nity to work together to build a better future and a lasting 


peace. 


“Our proposals stem from the talks process launched 
four years ago in March 1991. 


“It was agreed then by the two governments and the four 
participating parties that the process would have three 
strands. It would seek a new beginning for relationships 
within Northern Ireland. relations between the North 
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and South of the island of Ireland, and relations between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic. 


“We agreed that it was only by addressing all these 
relationships together that t would »x¢ found 
across the community in Northern Ireland. 


“At this press conference the Taoiseach and | are pub- 
lishing the document A New Framework for Agreement 
which deals with the second and third of these strands. 


“A little later this morning I shall put forward a separate 
document proposing new arrangements within Northern 
Ireland - which is, of course, a matter for the British 
Government and the Northern Ireland parties alone. 


“Our proposals are based on several principles - self- deter- 
mination, consent, democratic and peaceful methods, and 
respect for the identities of both traditions.” 


“Consent is and will remain paramount in our policy. It 
is a democratic right and the safejuard of the people of 
Northern Ireland. 


“No proposals for the future would be workable, let alone 
successful, without the consent and active support of all 
Northern Ireland's people. For they are the people who 
would carry them out and whose lives would be affected. 


“That is why any eventual settlement must be agreed by 
the parties, supported by the people of Northern Ireland 
and approved by Parliament - a triple consent procedure. 


“On constitutional matters, each government has offered 
crucial new commitments in this framework document: 


- As part of a balanced agreement, the British govern- 
ment would enshrine its willingness to accept the will of 
a majority of the people of Northern Ireland in British 
constitutional legislation. We shall embody the commit- 
ments we made in the Downing Street Declaration. 


- The Irish government would introduce and support 
proposals to change its constitution so that no territorial 
claim of right to jurisdiction over Northern Ireland 
contrary to the will of its people is asserted. This is a very 
important proposal that | welcome unreservedly. 


“These changes would offer Northern Ireland a consti- 
tutional stability which it has not hitherto enjoyed. Its 
future status, by agreement between the two govern- 
ments, would be irrevocably vested in the wishes of a 
majority of its people.” 


“In line with the three-stranded approach, we propose 
new institutions for North-South co-operation. 


“The North-South body which we outline would com- 
prise elected representatives chosen from a new 
Northern Ireland Assembly and from the Irish Parlia- 
ment. It would draw its authority from these bodies. It 


would operate by agreement and only by agreement. 
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“On the UK side. the North-South body would initially 
be set up by legislation at Westminster as part of a 
balanced agreement. 


“It would come into operation following the establishment 
of the new Assembly. Thereafter, it would be for the 
Assembly and the Irish Parliament both to operate the body 
and to decide whether its functions should be extended. 


“Like all our proposals, the new North-South institu- 
tions will be a matter for negotiation. But the way should 
now be open for beneficial co-operation between North 
and South without the constitutional tensions which 
have been such impediments in the past. 


“We have made suggestions about areas which might be 
covered in this co-operation to the advantage of both 
sides. Like 2! aspects of the document, they will be for 
discussion and agreement between all concerned. 


“The European Union [EU] already operates cross- 
border programmes between Northern Ireland and the 
Republic, as it does elsewhere. 


“We propose North and South could usefully work 
together im specific areas to take advantage of what the 
EU has to offer. But the making of United Kingdom 
policy and the responsibility for representing Northern 
Ireland in the European Union will remain solely in the 
hands of the UK Government. 


“In the third of our strands, we outline a new broader- 
based agreement to take the place of the 1985 Anglo- 
Irish Agreement. 


“The 1985 Agreement was criticised because the Northern 
Ireland parties had not contributed to it. Our new proposals 
are offered for & . ssion in the talks process. 


“We want to her the views of the parties and we 
envisage that their representatives would be formally 
associated with the future work of the Inter- 
Governmental Conference.” 


“The Inter-Governmental Conference would allow con- 
cerns to be expressed about any problems or breaches of 
the Agreement. But there would be no mechanism for the 
two governments jointly to supervise or over-ride either 
the Northern Ireland Assembly or the North-South body. 


“It would be for cach government to deal on its own with 
any problems within its own jurisdiction. This would not be 
a question of joint decision, stil less joint action. It is 
important to be clear about this, as there have been concerns 
on this score. 


“Our two governments worked with patient determination 
to agree on this framework and | am grateful to the Tao- 
seach, his predecessor, and the Tanaiste [Irish deputy 
prime minister] for their efforts and their spirit of accom- 
modation. 

“Our proposals seek to stimulate constructive and open 
discussion and give a fresh impetus to the political 
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negotiations. The outcome of those negotiations will 
depend not on us, but on the consent of the parties, 
people and Parliament. 


“It is not for us to impose. But what we propose ts an end 
to the uncertainty, instability and internal divisions 
which have bedevilled Northern Ireland. 


“For over four years as Prime Minister. | have listened 
intently to the people of Northern Ireland. | have visited 
them, consulted them, travelled more widely than any 
predecessor throughout the province, and held meetings 
with political leaders, Church leaders, council leaders, 
community leaders and people from all walks of life.” 


“It is my duty as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
to maintain the Union for as long as that 1s the will of the 
people. It is a duty in which I strongly believe and one 


“Just as people cannot be held within the Union against 
their will, so equally they will never asked to leave i in 
defiance of the will of the majority. 


“Consent and free negotiation are fundamental to me and 
they are the foundation stones of this joint document. 


“In the four years of the talks process we have travelled 
a long way, but not yet far enough. 


“1 know that many people will be worried, perhaps even 
pessimistic, about the future. But as we look at the 
hurdies ahead let us consider where we have come from. 


“The dialogue of the deaf has ended. For four years we have 
been engaged in talks. The three-stranded approach is 
becoming a reality. The Joint Declaration has been 
accepted. 

“The British Government ts engaged in talks with para- 
militaries on both sides. We have had nearly six months 
of peace. Prosperity and a normal life are returning to 
Northern Ireland. The principle of consent. once 
accepted only by Unionists and the British Government, 
is today accepted almost everywhere. 


“These are some of the gains for everyone in Northern 
Ireland. More gains can lie ahead if we have the courage 
to conduct ourselves with patience, with foresight and 
with consideration. 

“To reach our destination, all concerned musi be ready 
to look to the future rather than to the past. We must put 
aside old shibboleths. We must show fair-mindedness 
and imagination. 

“The destination I seek is a lasting and peaceful settle- 
ment. It 1s obtasnable and I believe we have taken a very 
important step towards it today.” 


Irish Prime Minister's Statement on Ulster 
Proposals 


LD2202111895 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1103 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[By lan Graham, PA News] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] This is the full statement by 
{Irish Prime Minister] John Bruton at the launch of the 
joint Framework Document in Belfast. 


“Today's new framework for agreement ts a landmark 
event in the affairs of this island. 


“The two governments are presenting to the political parties 
in Northern Ireland, and to the Irish and British peoples, a 
document which ts the most detailed expression to date of 
our views on the subject of Northern Ireland. 


“The Prime Minister and I hope that the Framework 
Document will recerve calm and measured consideration 
over the days and weeks ahead. 


“It is am umportant and serious text, offered as an aid to 
discussion and negotiation. It presents our best judgment 
of what might be an agreed outcome from future talks 
involving the two governments and the political parties. 


“We commend it to the parties for their careful consid- 
eration and we look forward to discussing it in detail 
with them at the earliest opportunity. 


“May I at this point pay a special tribute to my colleague 
the Tanaiste [Irish deputy prime minister] and his offi- 
cials and to the Northern Ireland Secretary of State Sir 
Patrick Mayhew and his team. Their determined efforts 
over many months have brought us to today’s new 
framework for agreement. 


“The proposals which it contains are, we believe, bal- 
anced and fair and threaten nobody. No party need fear 
this document. 


“To the nationalist and republican people, the document: 


- “Keaffirms that the British Government have no 
selfish, strategic or economic interest in Northern Ire- 
land and that they will uphold the democratic wish of a 
greater number of the people of Northern Ireland on the 
issue of whether they prefer to support the Union or a 
sovereign united Ireland, 


- “Says that the British Government will enshrine in its 
constitutional legislation the principles embodied in this 
new framework for t by the amendment of the 
Government of Ireland Act 1920 or by its replacement 
by appropriate new legislation; 


- “It will also be important to nationalists that both 
governments consider that new institutions should be 
created to cater for present and future political, social 
and economic inter- connections within the island of 
Ireland. These institutions will cnable representatives of 
the main traditions, North and South, to enter agreed 
relationships. This is the purpose of the North/South 


body proposed in this document. 


“To the Unionist and loyalist people, | would point out 
that the document commits the Irish Government to ask 
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the electorate to change the Irish Constitution. The 
change propos.d will address Articles 2 and 3 in the 
following ways: 

- “It would remove any jurisdictional or territorial claim 
of legal right over the territory of Northern Ireland 
contrary to the will of its people: 

- “It would provide that the creation of a sovercign 
united Ireland could, therefore. only occur in circum- 
stances where a majority of the people in Northern 
Ireland formally chose to be part of a united Ireland: 


“It ts also important to Unionists that the document also 
contains a recognition by both governments of the Icait- 
imacy of whatever choice is freely exercised by a 
majority of the people of Northern Ireland with regard to 
its constitutional status, whether they prefer to continue 
to support the Union or a sovereign united Ireland. 


“The proposals will challenge the two traditions on this 
island but it will do so in an even-handed way. Neither 
tradition need fear its contents. As I have emphasised at 
every appropriate opportunity, it is a framework for discus- 
sion and not a blueprint to be imposed over the heads of 
anyone. 


“Its purpose is to facilitate, not pre-empt, dialogue. At 
the end of the day, the people of both North and South 
respectively will have the final say. 


“The document is our carefully considered response to 
many suggestions, from the parties and others, that it would 
be helpful to have the view of the two governments as to 
what rnight be an agreed outcome from future talks. 


“We are asking the parties to come and talk to us, openly 
and candidly, about these proposals. We believe that, 
taken in the round, they offer a basis for structured 
discussions leading to a new agreement. 


“We believe that they do. It is our hope that the political 
parties, having given them the attention they deserve, 
will take a similar view. 

“There can be no doubt about the enormous desire on 
the part of the ordinary public - here, in the rest of 
Ireland and in Britain - for the earliest possible resump- 
tion of political dialogue. 

“The ending of all campaigns of paramilitary violence 
last autumn has created an unrivalled opportunity for 
such dialogue to take place with a reasonable prospect of 
a successful conclusion. 


“I join the Prime Minister in appealing to all the parties 
concerned to grasp this opportunity. 


“The Framework Document is our judgment of how 
things can best be taken forward. 


“We have, im our view, the best opportunity in a gener- 
ation for a lasting political settlement. We owe it to the 
peoples of both of these islands to put that opportunity 
to the test.” 
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Majer Unveils Fians i. New Ulster Assembly 


LD2202114795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1104 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[By James Hardy, Political Editor, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prme Miarster today 
unveiled British plans for a new Northern Ireland 
Assembly with wide powers and responsibilities. 

John Major put forward proposals for a Stormont-style 
chamber said to be based largely on suggestions from the 
constitutional parties. 

The new body would be protected by a system of checks and 
balances to ensure equal treatment of both communities. 


But it would have no tax-raising powrrs and no initial 
control over law and order or the Royal Ulster Constabu- 
lary. 

The Government is proposing: 

- A single chamber 90-member assembly. 


- Fixed-term elections using proportional representation 
voting. 
- Wide legislative and executive powers. 


- A system of committees to oversee the work of Ulster 
departments. 


- A possible separate panel of three elected representa- 
tives to monitor the assembly and ensure fair play. 


The idea would be largely to recreate an assembly along 
the lines of Stormont, which was disbanded in 1973. 


But the system of checks and balances would be designed 
to prevent the alleged abuses of the assembly which 
caused division and bitterness in the early years of the 
Troubles. 


The new assembly would also be responsible for con- 
ducting dialogue with the South and sending members to 
the proposed cross- border authority. 


Its powers, which could in the distant future include 
some control over law and order, would probably be 
phased in rather than introduced all at once. 
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Unionist Leaders Condemn Ulster Peace 
Proposals 


LD2202125295 London PRESS ASSOCiATION in 
English 1240 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FES Transcribed Text] The Frame:.ork Document was 
denounced as “a one-way street to Dublin” by hardline 
Demuxcratic Unionist Party [DUP] leader the R-v lan 
Paisley. 


He claimed it represented “a common understanding 
built on the fact that the British Government has no will 
to keep Ulster in the United Kingdom”. 


Mr Paisley demanded to know why the documen' was 
being “commended” by both British and Insh prime 
ministers if it was just a set of proposals. 

Deputy DUP leader Peter Robinson said: “Ulster has 
been served with an eviction notice to leave the United 
Kingdom. 

“This is not a discussion Gocument, it is a declaration of 
intent - a joint government programme for Irish unity. 

“When the verbal foliage is pruned away only one central 
proposition remains and it is an entirely nationalist 
programme,” said the East Belfast MP. 

The document proposed a “puppet assembly” based on 
criteria that could lead to Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams becoming a Northern Ireland department head. 


“It sets up an all-Ireland executive power-sharing struc- 
ture in which Unionists will be in a permanent minority 
and which is the embryo of a United Ireland,” claimed 
Mr Robinson. 


He added: “Northern Ireland's constitutional position, 
as framed in legislation, is to be altered by the inclusion 
of a consent clause to make Ulster the only detachable 
part of the United Kingdom.” 


The DUP urged John Major to call “an election to a 
constitutional convention and task it with the responsi- 
bility of agreeing its own agenda 2-4 negotiating upon 
it”. 

“Let the people decide. We do not fear the people,” 
insisted Mr Robinson. 
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Spring Outlines Irish Stand on EU Security 
Issues 


MS2102144195 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
17 Feb 95 p 5 


[Report by Lorna Siggins: “Ireland May Sign NATO 
Agreement, Says Spring”’] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ireland is considering signing a 
NATO Partnership for Peace (PFP) agreement, the 
Tanaiste [Deputy Prime Minister] and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Mr Spring, said yesterday. 


The option was at a “very early stage”, but had to be 
considered in the light of Austria’s decision to join, he 
said. 


Ireland and Switzerland are the only “neutral” European 
states which have not signed PFP agreements, devised as 
a mechanism for closer co-operation between NATO and 
non-member countries. 


The participation of Finland, Sweden and Austria, along 
with the central European and Baltic states, Russia and 
most of the former Soviet Union, showed involvement 
in the PFP did not have any implications for military 
neutrality, he said. 


A referendum on Ireland's participation in a common 
defence policy is not likely to be held until after the EU's 
intergovernmental conference (IGC) on a review of the 
Maastricht Treaty next year, the Tanaiste also indicated. 


Speaking at a seminar in University College Dublin on 
the EU foreign and security policy, the Tanaiste said it 
was “contingent on the IGC” and “there was no point on 
having a referendum before the issue.” The agenda for 
the IGC had not even been set yet, he said. 


Ireland could not stand aside from the current debate 
about European security and should be a “constructive 
participant” in next year’s IGC, Mr Spring said. 


One option would be full membership of the Western 
European Union (WEU). This would give Ireland access 
to decision-making, but it would involve acceding to 
Article Five of the WEU Treaty, under which states 
undertook to provide “all the military and other aid in 
their power” if one of the WEU members was the object 
of an armed attack in Europe, he said. It would put an 
end to our military neutrality. 


Moreover, it was not clear at this stage if Ireland’s EU 
partners saw WEU membership by all member-states as 
a “necessary requirement for the union's defence policy, 
or as necessarily contributing to overall European secu- 
rity.” 
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A second option would be to maintain Ireland's current 
status as an observer at the WEU. This had its draw- 
backs, he said. WEU members would be under no 
obligation to take the Irish contribution into account. 
This would limit how far Ireland could press its views on 
such matters as the need for an inclusive approach to 
European security; the Irish belief that security was 
broader than the purely military dimension, and the link 
between security and disarmament. 


Alternatively, the WEU could become more flexible, 
allowing greater involvement for observer states without 
a commitment to mutual defence. This would allow a 
country like Ireland, with a proud record of service with 
the UN and experience of peacekeeping to make that 
experience available for WEU operations in conformity 
with the UN charter. 


“Many would argue that this kind of flexible arrange- 
ment is more in keeping with the current needs of 
European security than the geographical extension of 
military alliances created in a different security situation 
with the aim of deterring a large-scale attack?”’ Mr Spring 
said. 

Indicating again the Government's tacit acceptance that 
neutrality could no longer define Irish foreign policy ina 
changing Europe, the Tanaiste said the WEU was recog- 
nised in the Maastricht Treaty as an integral part of 
development of the Union. Whether the forthcoming 
IGC would incorporate it into the EU, or deepen the 
relationship between the two organisations, remained to 
be seen. 


Either way the central issue for Ireland was likely to be 
broadly the same: our relationship with the WEU. 


Europe’s new security landscape needed “new thinking”, 
Mr Spring said. One option no longer open to Ireland 
was to take no part in the current debate. The State could 
not turn its back on “the unprecedented opportunity 
created by the end of the Cold War to create a Europe 


prosperous, free and at peace. 


“To do so would not be in Ireland’s interest or in the 
interests of our European partners and neighbours whose 
values we share.” 


The Government wished to see the EU's defence 
arrangements form part of a comprehensive security 
framework in Europe. 


It would be ironic—a denial of everything we stood for in 
international affairs—if our efforts to create a security 
and defence policy were to lead to new divisions and 
further instability in Europe, Mr Spring said. 
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Clinton, Gingrich Dispute Over Defense Viewed 


AU2202095995 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Feb 95 p 14 


[Commentary by Leo Wieland: “Two Men, Who Did 
Not Serve in the Military, Are at Loggerheads With Each 
Other™} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington, Feb—President 
Clinton and “Counterpresident™ Gingrich both did not 
“serve.” One avoided being drafted to Vietnam. The 
other one is, according to his father, “virtually blind and 
has flat feet."’ Nevertheless, the two politicians are now 
playing key roles regarding U.S. national security, mili- 
tary responsibilities, and the defense budget. As head of 
government Clinton is, as set down in the Constitution, 
also commander in chief of the Armed Forces. As 
“Speaker” of the House of Representatives, Gingrich, 
together with Senate Majority Leader Dole, is the main 
financier in Congress, which is accorded sovereignty 
over the budget by the U.S. Constitution. After the 
upheaval at the November elections and preliminary 
domestic policy skirmishes, the foreign policy tug-of-war 
began this week. It will partly be conducted within the 
framework of controversies over the Pentagon budget for 
1996. However, beyond that, they are also programmed 
in this “Contract with America,” which, for Republicans 
in the capital, is the—already adopted in part—- 
counterweight to the White House government program, 
which must be implemented within 100 days. 


The most controversial issues in this counterprogram are 
a revival of the “Strategic Defense Initiative” (SDI), a 
speedy expansion of NATO toward the East, and a 
drastic restriction of UN participation in peacekeeping 
missions. Linked with that are direct and indirect 
infringements of the President's war powers and foreign 
policy capacity. For this reason it is not surprising that, 
already. all the Cabinet “big shots”—Secretary of State 
Christopher, Defense Minister Perry, UN Ambassador 
Albright—currently spend more time as inflammatory 
speakers at the Capitol than in their offices. In a joint 
article for THE NEW YORK TIMES Christopher and 
Perry recommended that Clinton veto the laws that 
threaten his power. 


The stumbling block in the House of Representatives is 
called “National Security Revitalization Act.” The 
debate on it began on Wednesday [15 February]. Parallel 
to that, the “Peace Powers Act” was submitted to the 
Senate by Dole last month. This draft bill, together with 
another in favor of lifting the arms embargo against the 
Bosnian Muslims, is, however, still stuck in committee 
and has not been discussed in the plenum so far. Since 
both chambers have to approve a law, the White House 
hopes that, even after an expected clear vote by the 
House of Representatives, it will be possible to water 
down the controversial points, at least in the Senate, with 
the help of moderate Republicans. This is, however, still 
an equation with several unknowns. In addition, there 
are the side- effects of the early presidential election 
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campaign. Thus, for instance, influential Senators Dole 
and Lugar—who are both interested candidates—will 
probably adopt differing positions on NATO or Bosnia. 


In some respects the initiatives of the Republicans are a 
contradictory mixture of “‘internationalist” and “‘isola- 
tionist” elements. Thus, the resentment against UN 
peacekeeping missions is in contrast to the demand for 
speedily accepting Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, and the 
Czech Republic into NATO. Only last week, during a 
meeting with Chancellor Kohl, did Clinton confirm that, 
even though one is basically in favor of expanding the 
Alliance, one wants to be carefully restrained about 
names and schedules. Christopher and Perry have now 
jointly warned against a “precipitate naming of certain 
European states.” New members must be willing “to 
take over the duties” and the old members must be 
willing to “extend our solemn obligations.” In Congress, 
where in particular the Poles—and also the Baltic repub- 
lics—have their advocates, it will now be shown how far 
their influence and realpolitik considerations concerning 
Russia go. 


Regarding the conditions for participating in interna- 
tional peacekeeping missions, the issue is, in particular, 
command and money. Clinton has already made conces- 
sions to Congress by insisting, in the case of Haiti for 
instance, that the U.S. soldiers who stayed there after the 
transfer of power to UN units, remain under the com- 
mand of their own general. However—like his prede- 
cessor Bush in the “Desert Storm” operation in the 
Gulf—the President does not want to have the possi- 
bility completely wrested from him of placing his own 
troops under foreign command in certain situations, and 
in the national interest. 


As regards the financial means, the draft laws envisage a 
reduction of the U.S. contribution to UN missions of 
currently 31 percent to 25 percent. In addition, many 
Republicans complain that they are paying a “double 
bill” (Gingrich). Therefore, they want to deduct the 
payments for unilateral missions abroad—$1.7 billion 
last year—from UN contributions. Then, however, 
nothing would be left for the coffers of the international 
organization, whode total budget for peacekeeping mis- 
sions was $3 billion last year. Christopher and Perry 
argued that something like that would be both in viola- 
tion of the treaty and might make other governments 
(Japan, the European allies) follow suit. 


In the “Contract with America” the demand to station 
an antimissile defense system against “accidental missile 
launches or attacks from the Third world” at “the 
earliest practicable date’ means a renaissance of “Star 
Wars.” The Pentagon, which is currently spending $400 
million for the development of a limited ABM system 
per year, has other priorities. Under Perry's leadership 
the already scarce means should not be spent for expen- 
sive and technically dubious undertakings. 


Even though the Republicans are generally urging an 
“addition” to the military budget, this is supposed to be 
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“neutral for the deficit” and should be financed with 
savings elsewhere. This also limits SDI [Strategic 
Defense Initiative] support in the Defense Department. 
At the same time, the dispute over the usefulness and 
feasibility of SDI, which has been slumbering for some 
years, is surfacing again. In addition, there is the ques- 
tion of whether SDI would be compatible with the 1972 
ABM Treaty about a defense systems limitation. Its 
extension or undermining might become a sensitive 
topic for Clinton and President Yeltsin at a “summit” in 
Moscow, which is planned for May or June. 


SDI opponents point out that the program initiated by 
President Reagan has devoured more than $30 billion 
without yielding a single working defense weapon. The 
advocates, who want to provide the Pentagon with $1 
billion per year instead of $400 million, think that the 
ABM Treaty is outdated and that protection against 
potential missile attacks form Iraq, Iran, North Korea, or 
Libya is urgently necessary. Christopher and Perry, on 
the other hand, think that any additional expense is 
unnecessary because there is “‘no existing threat to our 
nation’s security.” During the night to Thursday a 
narrow majority in the House of Representatives agreed 
with them and voted against speedy SDI deployment. 


Clinton, in his new role as moderate conservative, who 
himself has suggested a moderate increase in the defense 
budget, which had continued to shrink drastically during 
his first two years in office, does not want to be relegated 
to a corner by the Republicans as concerns military 
issues. However, he urges “fiscal responsibility” and, at 
the same time, tries to preserve his power to issue 
guidelines in foreign and security policy. Thus, in a letter 
to Gingrich he picked out the shackles for the com- 
mander in chief in international missions, which are 
formulated in the “Contract with America.” This would, 
he wrote, “undermine the U.S. leading role abroad” and 
subject U.S. soldiers to greater risk, because it “would 
force us to act unilaterally or not at all.” Gingrich, who 
has just renounced running for the presidency next year, 
would very much prefer “not at all” with regard to 
Clinton. Dole, however, who wants to become the com- 
mander in chief himself, may still oppose his party 
colleague for Clinton’s benefit in this issue. 


Kuwaiti Minister Condemns Israel’s Nuclear 
Policy 


AU1802215495 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 18 Feb 95 p 6 


[Report by Udo Ulfkotte: “Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Condemns Israel's Nuclear Policy”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 17 February—Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah has 
condemned Israel's nuclear policy. He told this news- 
paper: “We are worried about Israel’s nuclear potential.” 
According to military experts, Israel is the only country 
in this region that has nuclear war heads, whose number 
is estimated at more than 100. “Israel has nuclear 


GERMANY 25 


weapons and this is a threat not only to the region but to 
the entire world. The world can defend itself, but we 
cannot,” the longest-serving Arab foreign minister said. 
Kuwait is advocating “a nuclear-free Middle East.” Iraq 
and Iran must not have nuclear mass destruction 
weapons either. 


In this connection, the Amir’s brother called on the 
Russian Government to adopt “the FRG’s exemplary 
armament export restrictions.” Russia wants to com- 
plete the nuclear power plant in the southern Iranian 
port of Bushire, which was begun by Germany before the 
overthrow of the Shah and has not been completed. 
Sabah said that Kuwait is not against the peaceful use of 
nuclear power “if the states are able to handle it.” 
However, Kuwait wants neither a threat from “the 
mullahs nor from dictators.” 


Sabah condemned the terrorist attacks by Islamic funda- 
mentalists in the Middle East. Many of the fundamen- 
talists, who are ready to use violence and carry out 
attacks in Egypt, Algeria, and other Arab states, fought 
against the Soviet Army on the side of the mujahidin in 
Afghanistan in the past and were supported by Kuwait. 
Asked what Kuwait is doing against the spread of fun- 
damentalism, Sabah said: “In the past, we did not 
support the fighters in Afghanistan because of terrorism, 
but because a people wanted to free itself from foreign 
occupation. The fact that some of these fighters are now 
causing unrest after their return to their homelands is not 
in the spirit of Islam. Islam is synonymous with peace. 
However, this is incompatible with the killing and assas- 
sinations of the fundamentalists. We do not help the 
fundamentalists.” 


Sabah demanded from Iraq that it recognize and imple- 
ment all UN Security Council resolutions. In particular, 
the fate of the more than 600 Kuwaitis who were 
kidnapped to Iraq must be clarified. Furthermore, 
Baghdad must pay reparations and destroy all mass 
destruction weapons. Last year’s recognition of the 
Kuwaiti border alone is not sufficient. “We will be happy 
if Iraq fulfills all UN resolutiens and can again be 
accepted into the international community, regardless of 
whether or not Saddam Husayn’s regime is still in 
power.” The Kuwaiti foreign minister came out against 
the division of Iraq. 


Sabah called on the international community to exert 
more pressure so that the difficulties in the Israeli-Arab 
peace process are eliminated and a peace treaty can be 
concluded, such as the ones with Egypt and Jordan. “We 
all want peace in the Middle East because the wars have 
been going on for more than 40 years.” 


Together with Sabah, who also met with President 
Herzog, Foreign Minister Kinkel, and Economics Min- 
ister Rexrodt on 17 February, Mr. Al-’Awadi, president 
of the Kuwaiti Investment Office (KIO) in London, 
visited the FRG. The KIO is Kuwait's state asset admin- 
istration company. According to information from 
Kuwaiti delegation circles, Al-’Awadi and Sabah are 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














26 GERMANY 


considering major investments in the new laender. A 
change in the approximately | 4-percent share in Daimler 
Benz AG is not being considered, it was said. Nor will 
Kuwait lay claim to the post of a director at Daimler 
Benz. Kuwait, which also has a more than 20-percent 
share in Hoechst AG, is not striving for large-scale 
company participation in eastern Germany but for many 
smaller participations as a silent provider of capital, it 
was said. Kuwait has not become poor because of the 
Gulf war, “just a little less rich.” 


Egypt's Musa Proposes Creation of Denuclearized 
ne 


BR2102145995 Paris LE FIGARO in French 20 Feb 95 
po 


[Report on interview with Egyptian Foreign Minister 
‘Amr Musa by Jean-Paul Picaper in Bonn; date not 
given: “Nuclear: Cairo Condemns Israel” 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister ‘Amr Musa told LE FIGARO that to lift the 
obstacles in the path of renewing the Nonproliferation 
Treaty [NPT], Egypt is proposing to Israel, which is not 
a signatory to the treaty, a principle agreement on the 
creation of a denuclearized zone in the Near East. 


On his way back from a trip to the United States the 
Egyptian foreign minister stopped off for talks on this 
subject with German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohli. Talks on renewing the NPT 
will be held in New York in mid-April. 


Mr. Musa asked: “Why do the Israelis need nuclear 
weapons?” He said they should instead agree to joining 
the treaty in exchange for peace in the Middle East which 
will “almost ceriainly” come. The problem is that there 
is “still not yet total peace.” Can Israel therefore be 
asked to make one more concession? The Egyptian 
minister said: “It is wrong to speak of concessions. By 
signing a peace agreement with the PLO the Israelis gave 
up territories that did not belong to them legally. If they 
had kept them then things would have got worse. Israel 
has everything to gain from this agreement. It guarantees 
peace for the Hebrew state together with international 


recognition.” 
Creating a Denuclearized Zone 


“Amr Musa therefore proposes “starting to determine the 
framework and timetable for an agreement to create a 
denuclearized zone.” For him “what matters in the 
immediate term is that the Israelis begin formal negoti- 
ations and agree to being inspected by the international 
atomic energy agency.” 


Unfortunately, Israel does not want to give up its advan- 
tage before obtaining a global peace plan. Mr. Musa 
noted: “We are talking with the Israelis about how to get 
out of this dead-end situation. but they are firmly 
entrenched in their positions.” Egypt wants it to be 
recognized that “the Israeli exception is neither logical, 
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correct, or acceptable” and today has no justification. 
“We ask the Americans this: Why is Israel given this 
dispensation when what we aspire to is a universal 
treaty?” 


Alleged German-Brokered Israel-Iran Talks 
Viewed 

AU2202131795 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 22 Feb 95 p 6 


[Article by Udo Bergdoll: “Fire or Only Smoke in the 
Chancellor’s Office?”’} 


{FBIS Translated Text] The Chancellor's Office refused 
to comment on a report by FRANKFURTER ALLGE- 
MEINE that secret negotiations between Israel and Iran 
under German mediation are approaching a “break- 
through.” The fate of missing Israeli pilot Ron Arad and 
contacts involving the Federal President, the foreign 
minister, President Clinton and Yasir ‘Arafat—all this is 
known—are under discussion. He “cannot deny” such 
contacts, Bonn’s government spokesman stressed. State 
Minister Bernd Schmidbauer, the coordinator of the 
secret services at the Chancellor's Office, called 008, 
declined to comment on the issue. Tehran’s ambassador 
denied the reports. 


There is nothing secret about the fact that Germans and 
Iranians are cultivating a special talking climate. 
According to FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, how- 
ever, in the Israeli pilot affair, Israelis and Iranians are 
sitting in different rooms at the Chancellor's Office. not 
talking directly to each other, but through German 
mediators. A video tape with new signs of life of the 
pilot, whose plane crashed in Lebanon in 1986 and who 
fell into the hands of Islamic fundamentalist controlled 
by Tehran, was allegedly handed over. 


“A tale of robbery,” the Foreign Ministry stated; there is 
no new evidence as to whether the pilot is still alive. The 
story about the talks in the back rooms of the Chancel- 
lor’s Office is “rather unlikely.” Israel, where Arad’s fate 
is be:ng followed with great public interest, announced 
officially: “‘The situation of the soldier Arad is 
unchanged.” Must there be fire where there is smoke? 
Germany is the only major Western country to maintain 
intensive contacts with the regime in Tehran—described 
as “critical dialogue.”’ Apart from economic interests, 
the Federal Government hopes to be able to exert 
influence on the fundamentalists if it does not stop the 
dialogue. From time to time, Bonn is scolded for its 
contact by the United States, Great Britain, and Israel. 
Yet this criticism is always within reasonable bounds. 


The three friendly countries make frequent use of the 
opportunity to establish contact with Iran via Germany 
if it is in their interests. In any event, Israel has never 
sharply condemned the relationship between Bonn and 
Tehran. If criticism from the United States exceeds a 
certain level, Bonn usually presents figures on trade 
between the United States and Iran. The hotels in 
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Tehran are allegedly full of U.S. businessmen, and Iran’s 
oil exports to the United States are sizable. The U.S. side 
usually plays down such deals. 


Roman Herzog and Klaus Kinkel have already spoken 
with the wife of the missing Israeli pilot, without being 
able to promise her the liberation of her husband. It is 
considered possible that 008, who loves appearances that 
attract the attention of the media, intervened to land a 
coup without the knowledge of the Foreign Ministry, but 
this has not been confirmed so far. In 1993, Schmid- 
bauer met secretly with Iranian Secret Service Minister 
*Ali Fallahian in Bonn. The excitement subsided again 
when Jerusalem confirmed that Israeli humanitarian 
concerns were also involved. 


Bundeswehr Officers Could Be Sent to Bosnia 
AU2102165595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] Munich ARD Television at 
2000 GMT on 20 February in its “Report” program 
carries a 10-minute report by Klaus Weidmann on 
German Government plans for the participation of 
Bundeswehr officers in the withdrawal of the UN forces 
from Bosnia. 


The report begins with shots of the U.S. Forces’ Warrior 
Preparation Center at Kaiserslautern, where NATO and 
United Nations soldiers are “preparing the UN with- 
drawal from Bosnia, including the worst-case scenario— 
a war against the Serbs.’ German soldiers are also 
included in the computer plans, Weidmann says, adding 
that “last week the Federal Government provided the 
final details to NATO.” 


ARD correspondent Weidmann says that “even German 
commanders are participating in the planning. What is 
more, in the case of an emergency they would even give 
combat orders and go to Bosnia. This was decided by the 
cabinet, but has so far never been admitted in public.” 


Weidmann then points to the cabinet meeting of 20 
December 1994, in which the Federal Government 
decided in favor of a possible participation of German 
soldiers in Bosnia also on the ground, a decision that was 
“never made public.” 


Weidmann notes that, in support of a possible with- 
drawal of UN blue helmets from the former Yugoslavia, 
the Federal Government has offered NATO “Tornado 
aircraft, minesweepers, which NATO has never wanted, 
and medical staff for Croatia—nothing else.” He argues 
that “no mention was made of the German NATO 
officers that would go to Sarajevo.” 


Weidmann states that “an internal protocol of the 
Defense Committee has been made available to ‘Report,’ 
according to which, as early as in late December, Min- 
ister Ruehe told the deputies the following: Moreover, I 
would like to inform you—and that is part of what we 
resolved in the cabinet—that in case the staff of the ACE 
(Allied Command Europe) Rapid Reaction Corps were 


to be stationed at Kiseljak, near Sarajevo, the approxi- 
mately 70 German members of the staff would remain 
part of the headquarters.”’ The paper further notes that 
“singling out” the German officers from this command 
staff would have even “more serious consequences than 
resigning from the AWACS.” 


Bundestag deputy Paul Breuer, defense spokesman for 
the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union 
(CDU/CSU) Bundestag group, says that “politically, it is 
a matter of course”’ that the ““German soldiers remain in 
this staff, even if it were moved to Sarajevo. Otherwise, 
there would be no guarantees for Germany to be able to 
have an influence on the operation.” Anything else 
would be “politically irresponsible,” the defense expert 


says. 


Manfred Opel, identified as defense expert of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), states that his 
party “strongly warned against sending these approxi- 
mately 70 soldiers to Sarajevo now” because they would 
be “sent into a trap” there. He says that the SPD believes 
that soldiers should be provided for headquarters out- 
side Bosnia but “‘not necessarily in Sarajevo.” 


However, Klaus Weidmann argues that the Bundestag 
might not even be able to decide on it. According to the 
Federal Constitutional Court, German officers are inte- 
grated too firmly into NATO command staffs, and thus 
are “not subject to decisions by the parliament.” Knut 
Ipsen, identified as an expert on national and interna- 
tional law, notes that “consent by the German Bundestag 
is not necessary because German soldiers in a NATO 
command staff are not regarded as part of German 
Armed Forces” but as “part of this NATO command 
staff that cannot be detached;” therefore, the “decision is 
made by NATO.” 


Weidmann states that the Federal Government main- 
tains it has no plans to send German combat forces to 
Bosnia, although Germans should serve as commanders 
of combat forces there. Weidmann calls this “splitting 
hairs.” He adds that Minister Ruehe’s plans go even 
further since he told the deputies that he would send 
about 70 soldiers to NATO headquarters in Sarajevo. 
However, Weidmann argues that “according to our 
investigations,” NATO’s command staff in Moenchen- 
gladbach only includes 33 German soldiers.“ He says 
that the Federal Defense Ministry refused to answer 
where the others would come from, and adds that even 
the Bundestag deputies do not know the whole story. 
Angelika Beer, defense-policy spokeswoman for the 
Greens Bundestag group, says that “we do not know 
exactly” the size of the planned contingents, while the 
CDU and SPD defense experts also say that they 
“cannot answer this question.“ 


Legal expert Ipsen notes that in order to be able to make 
a decision, “it is very important” for the Bundestag 
deputies to know whether these soldiers are “part of a 
NATO command staff or part of the German 
Bundeswehr.” 
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Weidmann then emphasizes that “Munister Ruehe ts 
planning to send German combat forces to the former 
Yugoslavia” anyway, namely “some 200 men to 
Croatia.” Both the CDU and SPD defense experts sup- 
port the decision to send combat forces to Croatia in the 
case of a German participation in the NATO cover for 
the withdrawal of the UN forces from there. 


Greens defense expert Angelika Beer criticizes the gov- 
ernment’s “policy of disinformation,” arguing that the 
Bundestag would not be able to discuss or decide on 
plans for the participation of Bundeswehr forces in 
NATO operations in the former Yugoslavia and would 
probably be faced with “accomplished facts.” 


BKA: Serbian Terrorists Planned Nuclear Attack 


AU2102112295 Munich FOCUS in German 20 Feb 95 
p 44 


[Unattnbuted report: “Attack on Munich”] 


JFBIS Translated Text] The anonymous caller spoke 
with an East European accent; and what he said made 
the hair of the men in the Federal Office of Criminal 
Investigations [BKA] stand on end: In the event of 
German troops being sent to Bosnia, Serbian terrorists 
were planning to attack the city of Munich last fall. They 
wanted to fire a shell filled with nuclear waste from a 
Slovenian nuclear power plant. 


The catastrophic result: Large parts of Munich would be 
radioactively polluted forever. Fortunately, the 
Bundeswehr stayed at home; the threat was not put to the 
test. The public was not informed about the threat, 
which is documented in a confidential BKA report. 


Renowned police experts had warned of nuclear crime 
for years, but as long as only tiny amounts of slightly 
radioactive material turned up on the black market, the 
danger seemed manageable. That changed immediately, 
when police found 5.6 grams of weapons-grade pluto- 
nium in a house search in Tengen near Konstanz on 10 
May 1994. Then things happened fast: 


One month later, investigators of the Landshut land 
criminal office seized 0.8 grams of highly-enriched ura- 
nium powder. On 10 August, Bavarian police found | Ib 
of plutonium-containing substance in the suitcase of a 
Colombian man. At the end of December, police in 
Prague seized 2.73 kg of uranium dioxide that was 
already on its way to the West. 


“The situation” in the field of nuclear crimes “is aggra- 
vating,” the authors of the BKA report say. The reason: 
“the enormous increase in the trade in radioactive 
substances,” from 99 incidents in 1992 to 182 last year. 


Although the amounts of weapons-grade uranium and 
plutonium seized so far are still well below the “critical 
masses” (10 to 15 kg of uranium or 5 to 6 kg of 
plutonium are needed for an ordinary nuclear blasting 
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composition), BKA experts warn: “The actual amount of 
transient material... is impossible to estimate.” 


For the time being, nuclear criminals do not seem to be 
interested in the big nuclear bang. For blackmailing 
people, it is enough to threaten radioactive pollution. A 
casino, a bank, and a hypermarket were blackmailed that 
way in 1994, the BKA says. 


At 54 percent, the percentage of foreigners who are 
involved in nuclear crimes is enormous. In fact, all the 
radioactive substances came from abroad (mainly from 
the CIS). 


So far, the perpetrators, most of whom are known to 
police as frauds or arms traders, have failed to strike the 
big deal. The BKA concludes: At the moment, there is 
“no market for illegal trading...” in Germany. 


But that does not mean the all-clear: “The situation 
might become aggravated as a result of nuclear disarma- 
ment, since this will multiply the amount of radioactive 
material.” 


‘Quantum Leap’ in Nuclear Smuggling Reported 
AU2002163795 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
20 Feb 95 p 16 


[Unattributed report: “Nuclear Smuggling—Quantum 
Leap With Consequences”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] According to a confidential 
report by the security services, which has been provided 
to the Federal Chancellery, the threats of nuclear smug- 
gling increased dramatically in 1994. In 1992, 53 inci- 
dents of nuclear smuggling were registered worldwide, 
while the “tendency almost leapt” last year: The report 
notes 124 incidents, including five in which “weapons- 
grade fissionable material was seized.’ Three of these 
incidents occurred in Germany. In Russia, a number “of 
officers or former army and KGB members” are 
involved in the smuggling. Thus, “corrupt officers” of 
the Russian North Sea Fleet have tried to get access to 
nuclear material from submarine reactors. The bomb 
material is now often transferred to the Bosporus via 
Ukraine and Azerbaijan. Turkey ts a “transit country to 
Western Europe.” Another route goes via the Czech 
Republic. In 1994, 2.7 kg of highly-enriched uranium 
oxide was seized in Prague. The decisive lead had come 
from Germany. The report says that the smuggling 
cannot be expected “to be stopped within the next three 
years.” “Russian or international mafia structures” 
might “turn toward nuclear black marketeering.” The 
report warns that Third World countries have also 
become potential purchasers of the nuclear material: “A 
quantum leap with consequences that are difficult to 
control.” 


—_ for Kinkel’s Removal Abate After Hesse 
ote 

AU2102202995 Berlin DIE WELT in German 21 Feb 
95 p 3 


{Report by Martina Fietz: “There Is no Longer Any Talk 
About Kinkel’s Removal’’} 
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[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—After its election victory 
in Hesse, the Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP] 
wants to prove its independence on various issues. Party 
leader Klaus Kinkel expressed satisfaction yesterday 
about the fact that the series of defeats in landtag 
elections was interrupted in Hesse. He cited the “unity” 
with which the FDP advocated its positions as the major 
reason, mentioning the “no” to an energy tax replacing 
the coal pfennig and the liberal draft for the abortion law 
as examples. 


“The FDP is back again,” Kinke! stated gladly. He 
expressed the conviction that Sunday’s [19 February] 
results will provide an “enormous boost” for the 
upcoming elections in North Rhine-Westphalia and Bre- 
men. “We will not become cocky, but we will continue 
our work calmly and quietly,” the FDP leader stressed 
with a view to the coalition in Bonn. The next four years 
will show “that the FDP has done a good job.” 


However, K.inkel pointed out that the coalition “will 
have to accept the fact that we have different opinions on 
some issues.” In this respect, he mentioned the financing 
of coal and the call for the abolition of the solidarity 
surcharge in 1997, as well as more tax reductions and the 
introduction of an immigration control law and the 
acceptance of dual citizenship. It is “normal” for the 
party to focus on the proposals that were rejected during 
the coalition talks. 


Kinkel rejected statements by Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
that the FDP profited from votes borrowed from sup- 
porters of the Christian Democratic Union [CDU]. “The 
votes that the FDP received are our votes,” he pointed 
out. Such a discussion is a disparagement of the voters’ 
will. The cards are newly shuffled in every election. The 
number of floating voters is higher than ever before. This 
hurts the large parties and helps the small ones, he 
emphasized. 


The FDP top candidate in Hesse, Ruth Wagner, spoke of 
an “intelligent and strategic” behavior of the voters. In 
the constituency of SPD [Social Democratic Party of 
Germany] Minister President Hans Eichel, for example, 
FDP supporters voted for the CDU, thus preventing a 
direct mandate of the minister president. With a view to 
the federal policy, Wagner expressed the fear that the 
strengthened position of the Greens might prevent the 
creation of jobs in the sphere of research and technology. 
Thus, her election slogan might become true that “the 
Red-Green order in the next four years will be worse 
than Red-Green chaos.” 


The party's Executive Committee installed a program 
committee yesterday which is to draft a basic program 
under the leadership of Secretary General Guido West- 
erwelle. A discussion about the FDP’s position will be 
held in the regional branches. 


All speculations about Kinkel’s possible removal at the 
party conference in Mannheim in June have subsided for 
the time being. Since the FDP congress in Gera, Hesse 
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FDP leader Wolfgang Gerhardt, who was strengthened 
by Sunday’s election outcome, has been mentioned as a 
possible successor. 


New Central Bank Council Members Noted 


95ENO112B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Jan 95 p 11 


[Article by “gb.”: “Politicians, Officials, and Professors 
Make the Decisions in the Central Bank Council”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Frankfurt, 16 Jan—The pending 
appointment of Franz-Christoph Zeitler as president of 
the Bavarian Central Bank and Peter Schmidhuber as 
member of the directorate of Deutsche Bundesbank 
continues a tradition: former ministers and top officials 
have long been the strongest group in the Central Bank 
Council, the leading body of the Bundesbank. 


The council is made up of the future eight members of 
the directorate, which also includes the president and 
vice president of the Bundesbank, and nine presidents of 
the land central banks. The seat of the chief of the Hesse 
Central Bank has been vacant since the death of Horst 
Schulmann. There may be another political appointment 
if the current government in Wiesbaden wins the land 
parliament elections in February. 


Besides the politicians, scientists have also been well 
represented in the Central Bank Council all along. At the 
present time, the so-called squad of professors has five 
members, most of whom have also belonged to the Board 
of Experts. The Central Bank Council members Reimut 
Jochimsen and Hans-Juergen Krupp, however, . 
exchanged their professorships for positions in politics 
many years ago. 


Finally, with Wendelin Hartmann, Helmut Schieber, 
and Gerd Haeusler, several members of the Bundesbank 
were called to top positions in recent years. This is 
considered to be an important sign for the employecs of 
the Bundesbank. For prior to that they had the impres- 
sion that good performance alone was not enough to get 
to the top of the house. 


On the other hand, it has been a long time since anyone 
from the leadership of a commercial bank has gone to the 
Bundesbank. The most prominent banker was Karl 
Klasen, who went from Deutsche Bank to the president's 
chair of the Bundesbank. Directorate member Edgar 
Meister was once a member of the managing board of the 
state-owned German Mortgage Institute. But he first 
joined the Rhineland-Palatinate cabinet of Rudolf 
Scharpin before going to Frankfurt. 


For the chairmen of large private banks, the salary level 1s an 
obstacle to a change. The annual salary of a land central 
bank president and of a normal directorate member is 
estimated to be about 300,000 marks [DM]. The vice 
president may receive around DM500,000 and the presi- 
dent a good DM600,000. That is not a great deal in 
comparison with the annual salaries of the chairmen of large 
private banks. The people at Bundesbank, however. are 
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better off than other state employees merely on account of 
the necessary independence. The president of the Bundes- 
bank earns considerably more than does the federal chan- 
cellor. The money along with the prestige and tae indepen- 
dence have always attracted politicians and high officials to 
the Bundesbank. And by the same token, the top people in 
Bonn and the federal laender have always taken advantage 
of the chance to install their party friends in the Bundes- 
bank. 
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The bank of issue certainly benefited from that, as shown 
by the examples of the previous state secretaries and 
advisers of the chancellor Karl Otto Poehl and Hans 
Tietmeyer. In the case of other appoiniments, however, 
the impression has arisen that support posts ought to be 
found for those involved. Nevertheless, so far the 
numerous political appointments have not brought the 
Bundesbank closer to the politics of Bonn. Its indepen- 
dence still serves as a model internationally. 





The Council of Professors and Politicians 














Name (Age) if Party | Previous Activities 

Directorate 

Hans Tretmeyer (63) CDU [Christian Democratic Union} State secretary in the Federal Finance Ministry 
and chancellor adviser 

Johann Wilhelm Gaddum (64) CcDU minister in Rhineland-Palatinate and mid- 
level enterpreneur 





Gerd Haeusler (43) 


FDP [Free Democratic Party] 


main department head at the Bundesbank 





Wendelin Hartmann (57) . 


main department head at the Bundeshank 





Oumar Issing (58) 


professor of economics in Wuerzburg and 
member of the Board of Exports 





Edgar Merster (54) 


SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] 


minister in Rhineland-Palatinate, bank 























chairman 

Helmut Schieber (56) ® vice president of the land central bank mm Stut- 
tgart 

Land central bank presidents 

Helmut Hesse (60) ° professor of economics in Goetingen. member 
of the Board of Experts 

Dieter Hiss (64) ° depariment head in the Federal Chancellor- 
ship and Ministry for Economics 

Reimut Jochimsen (61) SPD land minister in North Rhine-Westphalia. 
before that professor 

Hans-Juergen Koebnick (56) SPD chief mayor of Saarbruccken 

Hans-Juergen Krupp (61) SPD land minister in Hamburg. professor of eco- 


nomics, member of the Board of Experts, head 
of the German Institute for Economic 
Research (DIW) 





Guntram Palm (63) CDU 


finance minister in Baden-Wuerttemberg 





Olaf Sievert (61) ° 


professor of economics in Saarbruccken., 
member of the Board of Experts 








Franz-Christoph Zeitler** (46) 


CSU [Christian Social Union] 





state secretary in the Federal Finance Ministry 





*no party membership or membership unknown 





**not yet appointed 





Court Permits Low-Wage Foreign Seamen 
9SP20SI0A 


[FBIS Media Note] The Federal Constitutional Court has 
upheld the constitutionality of the “Second Shipping Reg- 
ister,” which permits employment of low-wage foreign 
seamen to crew German-flagged merchant ships. Reaction 
to the court's decision, issued on 10 January, ranged from 
satisfaction on the part of the Federal Government and 
shipowners to disappointment from the trade unions and 
coastal laender, which had challenged the register before the 
court. Press commentary on the judges’ ruling was mixed: 


some commentaries cited the nation’s interest in preserving 
its merchant fleet, while others criticized seemingly con- 
flicting government policies that exploit foreign labor at sea 
while barring foreign workers willing to work for low wages 
on land. 


As reported by the Duesseldorf business daily HAN- 
DELSBLATT on 11 January, the court rejected all but 
one of the arguments raised in constitutional suits 
brought by two trade unions, the Public Service and 
Transportation Union (OeTV) and the German Salaried 
Employees Union (DAG), and the northern coastal 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-035 
22 February 1995 


laender, Bremen and Schleswig-Holstein, against the 
Second Register, while confirming the validity of the 
1989 amendment of the Flagging Law (of 1951) estab- 
lishing an alternate national shipping register, ruling that 
the new flagging regulations did not violate the constitu- 
tional freedom of choice of trade or profession of 
German seamen. The judges did, however, rule in favor 
of the union plaintiffs on one point, namely, that the 
Second Register violated the “legal collective wage bar- 
gaining position of the German trade unions,” in that 
one of its regulations mandated that collective bar- 
gaining agreements concluded by German trade unions 
would no longer automatically extend to the working 
conditions of union members residing abroad. In the 
opinion of the Federal Government, this partial ruling in 
favor of the unions will have no practical effect, since 
shipowners already consider such agreements valid for 
foreign members of German trade unions, according to a 

in the Frankfurt/Main daily FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE of 11 January. 


The Federal Government viewed the decision as a “con- 
firmation of the rightness” of its shipping policy, which 
was “confronting the danger of the increasing outflag- 
ging of German ships,” according to State Secretary 
Wilhelm Knittel of the Transportation Ministry, quoted 
in the same 11 January FRANKFURTER ALLGE- 
MEINE report. The Association of German Shipowners 
(VDR) was also cited as welcoming the decision, which 
“secured” the competitiveness of the German merchant 
fleet in the important area of crew salary costs: a single 
crew position costs a shipowner annually 100,000 
German marks (DM) under German registry, DM70,000 
in the Second Register, and DM50,000 under a foreign 


flag. 


In contrast, on the trade union side, OeTV Board 
Member Dieter Benze, quoted in the Frankfurt/Main 
daily FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU of 11 January, 
characterized the Constitutional Court decision as a 
“catastrophe” for German merchant seamen, already 
suffering a 40-percent unemployment rate, whose voca- 
tion was “dead in Germany in the long run.” The 
HANDELSBLATT report of |! January quoted the 
DAG as saying that now “the door was wide open for the 
further destruction of jobs for German seamen.” In 
addition, both OeTV spokesman Werner Kunz and 
Bremen Port Senator Uwe Beckmeyer demanded that 
the Federal Government now reduce income taxes for 
merchant seamen. 


According to the 11 January SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEI- 
TUNG, the court's decision in favor of the Second 
register meant in essence that “to retain the competitive- 
ness of German shipping companies, the trade unions 
have to leave the ship.” Indeed. the trade unions had 
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rejected the Second Register from the beginning. as 
noted in a commentary in the Berlin daily DIE WELT of 
11 January which added that, while it may be painful for 
the unions to see the replacement of German seamen 
with foreigners “sanctioned by the law,” without “this 
flexibility in employment policy” the continued outflag- 
ging of German ships could hardly be stopped. The 
Second Register was a “useful instrument” for operating 
shipping under the nation’s flag and with German spe- 
cialists and supervisory personnel. The unions too 
desired this, knowing that German sailors are “consid- 
erably worse off’ on a ship sailing under a flag of 
convenience. In this way, the court's decison also served 
the ends of the unions, the commentary argued. A 
commentary in the Bonn weekly RHEINISCHER 
MERKUR considered what might have happened had 
the Constitutional Court rendered a different decision: 
The last German ships would have been registered under 
flags of convenience, meaning the end of German mer- 
chant shipping. Yet it would hardly be conceivable for 
Germany as the “top exporting nation™ no longer to be 
represented at all in international ocean transport. the 
weekly asserted, since such a situation would damage 
Germany’s esteem among its trading partners and thus 
indirectly weaken its competitiveness. 

In contrast to the views cited above, the FRANK- 
FURTER RUNDSCHAU editorialized on 11 January 
that the Constitutional Court had “hoisted the wrong 
flag” and characterized the combination of poorly 
trained, low-wage foreign seamen and “outdated tubs” 
as a “dangerous mixture,” which would lead to shipping 
accidents “with catastrophic consequences for the envi- 
ronment and the crews.” But how can such catastrophes 
be avoided, the editorialist asks, “when companies are 
only competitive because their personnel are more and 
more exploited and driven to inhuman maximum per- 
formance?” A commentary in the 12 January FRANK- 
FURTER ALLGEMEINE opined that the decision 
marked the beginning, on the high seas, of the “wage 
revolution.” However, should the “multicultural crew” 
of a German-flagged ship come ashore to seek work on a 
construction site, they would be met by demonstrators 
from the construction industry and trade unions, whose 
“ringleader,” Labor Minister Norbert Bluem, “has just 
raised the social banner, ‘Equal pay for equal work at the 
same site.”” A construction contractor would have to 
send the foreign crew away without work, since on land 
he does not enjoy the constitutional labor concession 
granted to the shipowner at sea. Citing the “degree of 
sanctimoniousness and national egoism™ surrounding 
the issue of labor market competition, the daily posed a 
final question: “Why should the competition of locations 
be possible, but the competition of working people and 
their talents be forbidden, even within the European 
Union?” 
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Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Meets With Juppe, 
Pasqua 


LD2102203495 Kwwait KSC Television in Arabic 1800 
GMT 2] Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Dear viewers, we have just 
received a dispatch from Malak Sadiq, our correspon- 
dent in Paris, on the meetings between Shaykh Sabah 
al-Ahmad al-Jabir, first deputy prime minister and for- 
eign minister, and French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe, 
and Interior Minister Charles Pasqua, within the frame- 
work of his current visit to France. 


[Sadiq] Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir continues his 
visit to Paris, which started on 19 February. He has had 
two meetings, the first with Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe, and the second with Interior Minister Charles 
Pasoua. 


Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir arrived at the French 
Foreign Ministry at 1500. He was welcom:_»y Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe. They held talks ich were 
attended by officials from the two sides, including 
Kuwait's Ambassador to France Dr. Tang Razzuqi, and 
France’s Ambassador to Kuwait Charles Henri Daragon. 


The ministers held a news conference at the end of their 
talks, during which Juppe said that he was pleased to 
welcome Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir, who had 
welcomed him in Kuwait a few months ago. He said that 
an atmosphere of customary mutual understanding pre- 
vailed at the talks. He said: I reminded the minister of 
France's firm stance on the need for the Iraqi regime to 
comply with all the UN resolutions, to which France is 
committed. The Iraqi regime has to further implement 
UN resolutions. 


Juppe announced that France is concerned and com- 
mitted to the issue of Kuwaiti prisoners of war and 
detainees. Juppe said: We also discussed bilateral rela- 
tions and some international issues, particularly the 
Middle East process and some regional issues. 


Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir made a statement, in 
which he said: 


[Begin al-Jabir recording] Many thanks to my friend, his 
excellency the foreign minister of France, who spoke on 
my behalf. I had the pleasure of meeting him today. I 
offered the thanks of the Kuwaiti Government and 
people for France's stance during the occupation and the 
liberation, and after the occupation. We exchanged 
views on issues concert:ing the UN Security Council and 
its upcoming resolutions. We also exchanged views 
about bilateral relai:c:xs and international relations. | 
share what my colleague the foreign minister has said. 
{end recording] 


[Sadiq] Later, Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir went to 
the Interior Ministry to meet Interior Minister Charles 
Pas;ia, who welcomed him. They held talks in an 
atmosphere of friendship and understanding, during 
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which the two ministers discussed many important bilat- 
eral and international issues. 

This is Malak Sadiq from the French Interior Ministry. 
Back to the studios of the State of Kuwait television. 


Urges Juppe To Keep Pressure on Iraq 
AU2102195495 Paris AFP in English 1910 GMT 21 
Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Feb 2! (AFP)}—Kuwait 
urged France on Tuesday [21 February] to maintain 
pressure on Iraq over the UN trade embargo against it, 
despite recent French moves to ease Baghdad's isolation 
four years after the Gulf War. 


Foreign Minister Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al- 
Sabah said after a meeting with his counterpart Alain 
Juppe that they had discussed the issue and come to an 
“understanding.” 

“Our meeting was marked by mutual understanding,” 
said the Kuwaiti minister, who arrived in the French 
capital at the weekend. 

Sabah is particularly keen to press for French support 
after signs of rapprochement between Baghdad and 
Paris, which last month announced it was reopening a 
French interests section in Iraq. 


The UN Security Council discusses the possibility of 
lifting the embargo every two months, and is due to do so 
again in mid-March. Paris, Moscow and Beijing are in 
favour of it being lifted, while Washington and London 
are against. 


Paris has proposed a six-month suspension of the oil 
embargo against Iraq on a trial basis. 


Sabah said Tuesday that he and Juppe “exchanged 
views” on the next council meeting. 


Kuwait says that not all conditions required for the 
international embargo, imposed by the UN Security 
Council after Iraq invaded Kuwait, have been fulfilled. 


Sabah said after meeting Juppe thai France was com- 
mitted to “the strict application of all resolutions” taken 
by the UN Security Council on the Iraqi embargo. 


The French minister insisted that France would press for 
full compliance with all UN resolutions. He said signif- 
icant progress had been made on the issue of Baghdad's 
forma! recognition of Kuwait. 


“Other progress must now take place,” he said, noting in 
particular “the importance which France attaches to the 
question of people who have disappeared and prison- 
ers.” 


France announced the reopening of a French interests 
section in the Romanian mission in Baghdad in January, 
during a visit here by Iraqi deputy prime minister Tariq 
a decision was condemned by Washington and 
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Sabah was also due to meet French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua on Tuesday, before travelling on to 
London on Wednesday. 


Views Gunboat Deal With Paris 


AU2102195695 Paris AFP in English 1914 GMT 21 
Feb 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Feb 21 (AFP)}—Kuwait 
has agreed to buy eight gunboats from France in a 2.3 
billion franc ($450 million) deal, the emirate’s Foreign 
Minister Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah said 
Tuesday [21 February]. 


“The agreement was finalized this week, the discussions 
are finished and all the technical questions have been 
sorted out,” he told AFP. The gunboats for the Kuwaiti 
navy are to be equipped with sea-to-sea missiles. 


The deal has been under discussion since last September. 
Officials said the contract would be signed in the near 
future by the defence ministers of the two countries. 


French Defence Minister Francois Leotard said Monday 
he was to travel to Kuwait in the near future. A date for 
the visit will be agreed this week. Sabah said. 


The gunboats will be built by the French manufacturer 
Construction Mecaniques de Normandie. 


Sabah has been in France since the weekend and has met 
Leotard as well as Foreign Minister Alain Juppe. He was 
also to meet Interior Minister Charles Pasqua before 
fiying to London on Wednesday. 


Kuwait has committed | 2 billion dollars over 10 years to 
re-equip its armed forces following the Gulf War, but nas 
run into budgetary problems which have forced it to take 
a tougher line in arms negotiations. 


Like neighbouring Saudi Arabia, it is also demanding 
compensation agreements. France and Kuwait signed a 
defence accord in August 1992 following the end of the 
1991 conflict. 


Since then the emirate has purchased tanks from the 
United States and armoured vehicles from Britain. 


Finland, France Urge New NATO-Russia 
Cooperation 


LD2102204495 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1700 GMT 2] Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] During his visit to France, 
Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari has said thai under 
present conditions Finland considers remaining mili- 
tarily nonaligned and maintaining an independent and 
credible national defense to be the best way for it to 
promote stability. Speaking at the French Institute of 
International Affairs, Ahtisaari stressed that the Euro- 
pean security situation was going through change and 
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would remain complicated for years to come. The cha!- 
lenge was now to control the change in Europe and to 
create an area of cooperation stretching from the 
Atlantic to Vladivostok. 


French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe praised the good 
cooperation between Finland and France in the Euro- 
pean Union. Juppe also cited France's aims for the 
duration of its EU presidency after his meeting with 
Ahtisaari in Paris. Both sides stressed that the expansion 
of NATO should not lead to the isolation of Russia. but 
instead a new cooperative relationship needed to be 
created between NATO and Russia. 


Mexican Chiapas Conflict Deters Forcign 
Investors 


BR1702150695 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 17 Feb 95 p 4 


{Article by Blanca Riemer: “Investors Flee Mexican 
Chaos”] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Mexican President Ernesto 
Zedillo is certainly having a tough time trying to shore 
up the confidence of investors in his country. An unprec- 
edented international aid package worth more than $50 
billion, the reassurances frorn the IMF, and the warm 
welcome extended to Finance Min.ster Guillermo Ortiz, 
in Washington yesterday to finalize the rescue package, 
have changed nothing. 


Once again the peso has fallen on the exchange rate 
markets, returning to its “black Monday” level of 31 
January, the day when Mexico found itself on the verge 
of bankruptcy. Panic reigns in the futuristic tower of the 
Mexican Stock Exchange where the rate which fell by 
6.41 percent on Wednesday [15 February] fell a further 
1.8 percent yesterday morning. 


This yo-yoing of the financial markets—the Mexicans 
had thought for a while that they were out of the 
woods—can be explained largely by the increasingly 
chaotic political situation. Drawn between a strategy of 
repression and attempts at negotiating with the Chiapas 
rebels, President Ernesto Zedillo no longer looks like he 
is in control of the situation. This has given rise to the 
latest joke in Mexico City: “What is the resemblance 
between Zedillo and Holy Week? They both fall in 
April!” 


The business world applauded last weekend's decision to 
send the Army into Chiapas, but now this hard line 
stance is turning against the president. Only half the job 
has been done. The rebel leader, “Lieutenant™ Marcos, is 
still on the run after days of being hunted in Chiapas. 
Moreover, the left-wing PRD [Democratic Revolu- 
tionary Party] opposition admits it is using the situation 
in the hope that it can force the president into resigning. 


Knowing that the “lieutenant” has captured ithe imagi- 


nation of the Mexican people, the PRD wittingly con- 
demned the “declaration of war” against the Chiapas 
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Indians. The strategy is working: Some 50,000 people 
demonstrated in Mexico City on Wednesday protesting 
against the arrest warrant that has been taken out on 
Marcos. Waving effigies of crucified Indians wearing 
bandannas or balaclavas, the demonstrators demanded 
the resignation of the head of state, shouting “We are all 
indians,” “Chiapas ts not a barracks,” and “We are all 
Marcos.” 

There is nothing there to reassure national or foreign 
investors, for whom this agitation represents another 
cold shower in the wake of the PRI's [Institutional 
Revolutionary Party] electoral debacle on Sunday [12 
February] in the important state of Jalisco, when the 
party that has been in power for the last 75 years was 
crushed by the right-wing PAN [National Action Party]. 
According to Mexican political experts this serious set- 
back is orly ine first in an unhappy series of defeats 
looming for the PRI. On 28 May the people of Guana- 
juato and Yucatan will be voting, followed by Michoana 
and Chihuaha in July, and Baja California in August. 


Financiers bzlieve that a president who looks so inept at 
managing a political agenda will find it hard to accept 
the draconian conditions imposed on the financial 
package by the United States and the IMF. Credit 
increases have to be limited to just 10 billion pesos ($1.6 
billion) whereas they rose by four times that in just one 
month in 1993. Workers have accepted a rise in the 
minimum wage of just 7 percent whereas prices are rising 
at a rate of 30 percent. A number of trade unions are 
already threatening to reopen negotiations. Financial 
discipline could prove a very difficult line to toe. 


J on ‘Unthinkable’ EU Aid Reduction to 
ACP Nations 


LD1702223395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 17 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] North-South cooperation 
could provoke a crisis between the EU and France after 
the failure of negotiations on aid to the ACP [Africa- 
Caribbean-Pacific] countries. This is what Foreign Min- 
ister Alain Juppe stated this morning. Sophie Marsau- 
don: 

[Marsaudon} For Alain Juppe, who chairs the EU pres- 
idency during the first six months of the year, a reduc- 
tion of aid to the African, Caribbean, and Pacific coun- 
tries is simply unthinkable. The figure proposed by the 
15 countries in Brussels to the eighth European develop- 
ment fund is far lower than the target figure of 14.6 
billion ECU's set by France with the agreement of the 
European Commission. 


France is thus ready to provoke a crisis for reasons that 
Alain Juppe described as ethical: 


[Begin Juppe recording] At the very moment when the 
EU is developing its aid to the central and eastern 
European countries—and this is normal and legitimate 
and we wiil continue this aid—and at the moment when 
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we are getting ready to increase significantly this aid to 
the Mediterranean countries, it seems to me unthinkable 
that we should reduce our aid to the group which 
includes some of the poorest countries in the world. [end 
recording} 

In Bru sels, four countries—Holland, Italy, Great 
Britain, and Germany—have refused to increase their 
aid to development as demanded by France. These 
countries prefer bilateral aid to European aid, an argu- 
ment thought unacceptable by Alain Juppe: 

[Begin Juppe recording] If the whole of European aid 
becomes bilateral, where would we stop when commu- 
nity policies disappear? EU membership means, pre- 
cisely, being committed on the basis of European soli- 
darity. For the EU to have any meaning at all, one should 
not systematically favor bilateral aid at the expense of 
European aid. May I add that some countries which use 
the argument that we are already granting a great deal of 
bilateral aid and therefore we cannot grant more multi- 
lateral aid are not right; when one looks at the aid they 
grant one finds that it is being reduced constantly. [end 


recording] [passage omitted] 


Modernization, Expansion of Intelligence Service 


BR1702125695 Paris LE FIGARO in French 16 Feb 94 
p4 


{Article by Thierry d’Athis: “The Rise of the French 
Intelligence Services”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The geographical explosion of 
crises has considerably extended the number of potential 
risk zones. The French intelligence system which was 
previously oriented toward the borders of Central 
Europe and Africa has had to be redeployed. New zones 
and areas of interest have : Balkan Europe. the 
CIS, Asia, the Middle East, Maghreb, the battle against 
drug trafficking, and the monitoring of undercover 
financial rings. Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 
French intelligence service has entered a period of con- 
stant change. 


The government made a massive effort in its budget law 
and finance bill to improve the effectiveness of the 
intelligence services. There has been considerable invest- 
ment in terms of technology, hardware, and human 
resources. More credits have been assigned to cach 
department-——100 percent more since 1988. Recruitment 
is spreading into the civil sector. Even though there are 
three times fewer people in the hard core of the intelli- 
gence services than in the United Kingdom, France can 
rely on a varied and very effective intelligence gathering 
base. Careful observers of this sector stress the “fault- 
less” operation of our intelligence services in Afghani- 
stan, Rwanda, Somalia, the former Yugoslavia and 
South America. The main quality of French intelligence 
is its remarkable human ability to adapt to the current 
environment. In recent conflicts, the French managed to 
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send in infiltrators who spoke the local dialects flawlessly 
and who passed on strategic intelligence almost imme- 
diately using shielded satellite transmission systems. 
France is one of the few countries to have the technical 
ability and the experience to “exfiltrate™ tts agents by 
discreet air and submarine drops in any part of the 
world. 


Waging Economic War 


The “most special” of the French intelligence services is 
the General Directorate of External Security [DGSE] 
which took over from the External Documentation and 
Counter-Espionage Service [SDECE] in 1981. Directly 
attached to the Defense Ministry and directed by 
Jacques Dewatre, the DGSE is devoted exclusively to 
undercover strategic intelligence work and special activ- 
ities abroad. Some people claim the DGSE has as many 
as 4,000 active agents on its payroll worldwide and an 
annual budget of 1.3 bilison French francs. 


it is split into three main divisions. The first is respon- 
sible for collating and analyzing all kinds of strategic, 
economic, technical, scientific, and political intelligence 
that may be of use to the government. This has become 
very important now that the cold war between the two 
blocs has been converted into an across-the- board trade 
war. The second division 1s charged with counter- espi- 


traces that are left have been done so deliberately—, are 
often illegal in nature, are limited in time, and rely on 
very few people. Of course, we only ever hear of the 
Ee Gre Ge © Oe See & oe Step 
peace vessel Rainbow Warrior in 1986 which sa 
DGSE heaped with criticism. Recteen Gotmatianal 
the many more successful operations in the Middle East, 
South America, and in the Balkans. 


The DGSE selects its best active agents from com- 
mandos and army reservists, and especially from the 
mythical |!th Shock Regiment which does not really 
exist administratively-speaking. 

The DGSE is involved in strategic listening operations. 
Using very sophisticated resources its experts can 
decrypt all kinds of messages (radio, submarine cables, 
telephone, satellites, etc.) . The DGSE is constantly 
modernizing. It is currently being gradually transferred 
from the famous Mortier barracks in Paris, the so-called 
“Swimming Pool,” into the fort at Noley-le-Sec. 


Balladur: Phone-Tap Case Linked To Electoral 
Campaign 


; 


LD2102141995 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 0645 GMT 21 Feb 95 

[Studio interview with Prime Minister Edouard Balladur 
by Ivan Levai and unidentified correspondent—live] 


FRANCE 3s 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Levai] Good morning, Prime 
Minister. 


[Balladur] Good morning. [passage omitted] 


[Levai] Mr. Balladur, if anyone lied, tell us to whom and, 
if possible, why? 


[Balladur] First, 1 would like to put things in perspective 
as I must say that I was absolutely astonished by com- 
ments which I have just heard [referring to remarks 
earlier in program by TIME magazine Paris bureau chief 
on Watergate]. The comparison with Watergate is totally 
unacceptable. Let's be clear about one thing: phones are 
being tapped in France following inctructions given by 


eae 
ordered to be tightened even more. The latter concern 
serious crimes, the fight against terrorism, organized 
crime, drug trafficking, etc. These cases number around 
3,000 a year. 


I repeat that in such cases there is a control, first through 
the prime minister's office and second through an inde- 
pendent commission which existed when I took office 
and which I haven't changed since. It includes, among 
others, two members of Parliament, one from the 
majority, one from the opposition. Out of these 3,000 
cases of phone tapping, there is a single case representing 
a problem in a common law case. A single case which is 
becoming an affair of state, meanwhile thousands of 
totally unlawful cases of illegal phone tapping concerning 
politicians or journalists and not criminals of any kind 
are being forgotten [reference to Elysee anti-terrorist cell 
which tapped the phones of hundreds of people], these 
cases are being ignored while a single one is being given 
special treatment in the news. I know that we have an 
electoral campaign on now. 


What happened? Contrary to all my predecessors | did 
not hide behind the Defense Secret [act enabling minis- 
ters or senior civil servants to refuse answering questions 
or summons for reasons of state security]. 1 am the first 
prime minister ever to have answered questions in a case 
of that nature. I issued a statement the day before 
yesterday and I explained how things happened. [passage 
omitted reiterating that this is only a single unfortunate 
case and that steps are being taken to ensure that no such 
case will happen in the future; interview interrupted by 
news} 

[Unidentified correspondent] Prime Minister, let's go 
back to the Schuller-Marechal [phone tapping] case. 


[Bailadur] Please do so. 


[Correspondent] Can someone still be an excellent inte- 
rior minister, as you said Sunday evening on television, 
when one surrounds himself with a personal private 
secretary and with a director of the criminal investiga- 
tion department who are keeping information from the 
prime minister? 
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[Balladur] You are saying this. For the time being | note that 
the director of the criminal investigation department ten- 
dered his resignation, probably in the belief that he must 
bear responsibility for the mistakes made, whoever made 
them. I have nothing to add to that. Mr. Pasqua, | repeat it 
here, is an excellent interior minister and as such, I trust 
him. One should not expect me to hand over the chore to 
somebody else in this case. What are my responsibilities in 
this case? This control [phone tapping] service has always 
been operating from Matignon [prime minister's office] 
under the authority of the prime minister. I repeat that I was 
the firs! prime minister who did not hide behind the 
Defense Secret. | was the first prime minister who cut by 
more than half these emergency phone tapping operations. 
When this case was disclosed. | explained how things 
happened. No one can say that for the past two years I have 
been dealing with judicial cases without due respect for 
fairness. in the respect for the independence of judges. No 
one can give a single example to the contrary. What I did in 
this case ts a further evidence of that. [passage omitted] 


Impact on Balladur Campaign Viewed 
BR2202123295 Paris LIBERATION in French 21 Feb 
9S pl 


{Article by Gilles Bresson: “Pasqua: The Heavyweight 
Become Millstone™’] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Is Edouard Balladur going to 
drop Charles Pasqua? And is the Schuller-Marechal affair 
going to be transformed, as Philippe de Villiers predicted, 
into the same sort of scandal as that of the Rainbow Warrior 
which rattled the Socialists and almost swept away Francois 
Mitterrand in 1985? Sunday evening [19 February], on 
France 2. the candidate prime minister “defied anyone” to 
prove that his government had not “scrupulously respected 
the rules of deontology and morality” in authorizing wire- 
taps on the phones of Doctor Jean-Pierre Marechal. 


Less than 24 hours later, he was firing up all of the rear 
brakes and giving himself. at the same time. a nice little 
tailspin, at the risk of driving off the road. To put it plainly, 
Edouard Balladur makes believe that his good faith was 
abused and discards Jacques Franquet. central director of 
the judicial police. the last fuse before a Charles Pasqua 
short-circuit. 


This line of defense is a curious reminder of the way in 
which Edouard Balladur already got out of trouble with 
students mm the University Technical Institutes by put- 
ting the blame for contested new regulations on the 
administration, in the person of Jean-Pierre Bardet, 
director general of higher education. With Jacques Fran- 
quet having resigned, is the candidate prime minister 
going to be able to redeem himself, snuff out the contro- 
versy and, above all, protect Charles Pasqua. the prin- 
cipal player on his campaign team, who from now on 
finds himself on the firing line. when Philippe Seguin 
thinks of the creation of a parliamentary inquiry com- 
mission and when the supporters of Chirac are speaking 
up. echoed by the Socialists and Raymond Barre? 
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If Edouard Balladur was abie, without much damage. to part 
with Alain Cangnon, Gerard Longuct, and Michel Roussin, 
he will have difficulty in doing as much today with Charles 
Pasqua, heavyweight of his election campaign. As an 
emblematic figure of Gaullism, the support of the interior 
minister allowed him to challenge Jacques Chirac for a not 
insignificant fringe of Rally for the Republic followers. and 
to challenge Philippe de Villiers or Jean-Marie Le Pen for 
the conservative electorate. With Francois Bayrou. Simone 
Veil, and Pierre Mehaignerie in the center. the candidate 
prime minister could thus claim to be the champion of 


assembling people. 


Today, Charles Pasqua ts wobbling. if he falis, he risks 
carrying with him Edouard Balladur. already losing 
ground in the polls. [passage omitted] 


All the same, Charles Pasqua remains the most popular 
minister among conservative voters, one whom Edouard 
Baliadur finds himself obliged to protect, come what 
may. Until when? [passage omitted] 


For the head of government. the dilemma comes ai the 
worst moment: Can he allow himself to get rid of this 
important ally two months before the first round, at the 
risk of being pulled even further down? But in the end, if 
Charles Pasqua was to find himself directly involved in 
what Lionel Jospin does not hesitate to label an “affair of 
state,” one cannot see how the candidate prime minister 
will be able to avoid the departure of the president of the 
Hauts-de-Seine General Council who, already, unless 
there is a spectacular turnabout, can forget his dream of 
succeeding Edouard Balladur as prime minister. 


Seguin Explains Support for Chirac Candidacy 
9SESOO86A Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Jan 95 p 7 


[Article by Jean-Louis Saux: “He Is Ready, I Know It,” 
Philippe Seguin Guarantees™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nancy—Philippe Seguin. RPR 
[Rally for the Republic] deputy from Vosges and president 
of the National Assembly. explained the reasons for his 
support of Mr. Chirac in Nancy on Thursday. 19 January. “I 
am not here simply to promise loyalty to a friend. I am here 
first of all and above all to voice a political choice. | am 
sometimes asked this question. “Why the devil don't you do 
as so many others do? Why not choose the one of the two 
said to have the best chance of winning today” In other 
words, why sot choose the best horse’? The answer is simple. 
It is precisely because I do not want to confuse politics, 
service to the state, with the PMU!” [expansion unknown] 
In Mr. Seguin’s opinion, the presidential election is “the 
major reorganizational act, in which everyone must put his 
cards on the table (...). I have never accused the candidacies 
of individuals other than that of Jacques Chirac of illegiti- 
macy or unworthiness. | have no reproach to address to 
those who have chosen to rally to their support. I only ask of 
them one thing: to take ideas as the sole criterion in making 
their choice, rather than choosing as a function of what they 
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see as their personal interests. | also ask that they make their 
choice explicit and agree to launch the debate that we owe to 
the people of France.” 


Admitting that he has “often been the cause of disturbance” 
within the RPR, Mr. Seguin said in conclusion: “At the risk 
of appearing cruel or cynical, I swear to you that | cannot 
regret the tests Jacques Chirac has had to undergo and put 
behind him in these recent times. | believe that following a 
period of contemplation, retreat, and inward reflection that 
he has purposely imposed upon himself, these tests will have 
definitively made him what he is, like the steel our Lorraine 
has been tempering for so long. He now knows that he must 
achieve his destiny without allowing himself any illusions 
about others (...). He knows that henceforth, it will fall to 
him to live that constant paradox that is the fate of the 
statesman—to remain sensitive, attentive, and open to 
others, while being unswerving, steadfast, and uncompro- 
mising when the general interest is at stake. Yes, he is ready 
now. I know it. And the people of France are going to know 
it.” 


Progress Reported in Campaign by Chirac 
9SESOOS6B Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Jan 95 p 7 


{Article by Jean-Louis Saux: “Jacques Chirac’s Return to 
the People™} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Nancy—During his visit to Lor- 
raine, the mayor of Paris was assured of the resolute 
support of the president of the National Assembly, who 
explained the reasons for his choice. 


In Nancy, on Thursday, 19 January, at the conclusion of a 
two-day visit to Lorraine, Jacques Chirac was assured of the 
firm support of Philippe Seguin, the president of the National 
Assembly. Speaking about the mayor of Paris, Seguin said 
that ‘the tests he has undergone have definitively made him 
what he is."" The candidate, for his part, described the future 
president as ‘a man who has for a long time set aside his 
personal ambition and the desire for power.” “If I have 
chosen to distance myself from the wealth of the Republic, if 
I have taken the risk of a certain solitude, it is because I want 
today to turn toward France, and not toward power,” the 
mavor of Paris went on to explain. 


What would the right word be? How can we characterize the 
difference in him, lacking any aggressive aspect, while the 
other candidate produced by the RPR [Rally for the 
Republic] has not yet been willing to deal with his proposal 
“clearly and honestly’? It is obvious that on the day 
following the declaration of the prime minister's candidacy, 
Jacques Chirac and his campaign team are still uncertain 
about the attitude to adopt (LE MONDE, 20 January). In 
spending all of the time necessary on Thursday at two 
working meetings with representatives of the economic 
sector at the welding institute in Yutz, near Thionville, and 
then at a center for developing businesses in the L’Hopital 
commune (Moselle), Mr. Chirac was content to create the 
impression of a man who listens. “One only learns when one 
talks on the spot with those who bear the responsibilities,” 
he said very simply. 
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On two occasions, the former president of the RPR even 
agreed to meet with delegations who came unexpectedly 
to see him. One represented the metallurgical unions, 
and the other was made up of employees of a produce 
company in the process of being liquidated by the courts. 
And on each occasion, his interlocutors, half amazed and 
half amused, could not help but note the change in the 
former prime minister. Everywhere, in fact, Mr. Chirac 
proceeded to denounce the inadequacies of the banking 
system, “the money that is attracted to money,” the 
irresponsibility of the technostructure, and “the steam- 
roller style of financial administration.”” He proposes a 
derogatory fiscal system to benefit the job pools that 
have suffered the most damage, and when he urges “a 
more just distribution of taxes between capital and 
labor,” he wins the applause of his sympathizers. 


Those who deride this swing to the left by the mayor of Paris 
were scolded Thursday evening in Nancy by Philippe 
Seguin. “There have been those who have delighted in 
characterizing him as a kind of Gracchus Babeuf suddenly 
converted to the socialist cause (...). As if it were absolutely 
impossible to understand that it is not his analyses that has 
changed, but society that has altered.” 


Emphasizing Public Will 


The fact remains that Jacques Chirac’s new language has 
at least one virtue—the capability of clearly identifying 
the evils in society, but without ever challenging the 
government directly. “It is true that things are not so 
bad, but only for those who are coming out ahead,” Mr. 
Chirac said in Metz, in a remark that was not denied by 
Robert Hue, the communist presidential candidate. Sev- 
eral hours later, in Nancy, in the manner in this instance 
of Mr. Le Pen, he commented that “far from the govern- 
ment palaces and sophisticated salons, there is a France 
of initiative, the France of living forces.” 


“There are two ways of regarding France, and basically two 
possible attitudes. The first emphasizes statistics. while the 
second gives priority to the force of will,”’ Mr. Chirac said. 
He added that “nothing could be more damaging than an 
abbreviated campaign, lacking discussion, one reduced in 
some way to the level of personal or party quarrels.” In his 
speech in Nancy to an audience of almost 3,000 individuals, 
during which he never mentioned Edouard Balladur by 
name, the former president of the RPR took special pains to 
recall that Gaullist vision of the direct relationship between 
the people and the man who is called upon one day to guide 
them. “I am sure,” he said, “that the people of France need 
a man who has long since set aside his own personal 
concerns and the desire for power, who has no fear of 
seeking new sources of strength, who has taken the time to 
see and listen to the French people, to love them as they are, 
in order to be able truly to lead them. For two years now, I 
have sought to be hidden from the view of the courtiers (...). 
I have wanted to listen to France breathe. If I have chosen to 
distance myself from the wealth of the Republic. if 1 have 
taken the risk of a certain solitude, it 1s because | want today 
to turn toward France and not toward power.” 
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Ecology Movement Split Hurts Candidates’ Chances 
95ES0086C Paris LE FIGARO in French 25 Jan 95 p 7 


[Article by Joseph Mace-Scaron: “Three Candidates for 
One Ballot’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The division among the ecologists is 
likely to prevent the inclusion of a candidate representing this 
faction in the first round of the presidential election. 


How many factions are there in the ecology movement? 
The relationships involving the neo-PSU [Unified 
Socialist Party], the return to fundamentalist ecology, 
and the propaganda ecologists have always been com- 
plex. There was indeed a beginning of synthesis, because 
joint candidates representing the various families were 
registered for the legislative elections in 1993. But the 
failure experienced provoked an explosion. 


With Antoine Waechter entering the lists, following 
Dominique Voynet and Brice Lalonde, the ecology 
movement is now represented by three candidates for 
the presidency, while the movement's electorate has 
stabilized at modest levels, according to the polls. 


The days when the ambition of the ecologists was to create 
a focus around which French political life would be struc- 
tured are long past. Today, each of the factions and subfac- 
tions in the ecology movement is trying to cash in on a 
fragment of the “true cross” of the ecology issue. 


This division is particularly deadly since as of the 
present, none of the declared candidates has succeeded 
in collecting the famous 500 voters’ signatures, an abso- 
lute requirement for qualification for the first round of 
the presidential election. 


And that is why Brice Lalonde has said that “he would 
withdraw if agreement were to be reached on a good 
program” with the other ecology candidates. Specifying that 
his offer will still be good for 15 days, the Ecology Genera- 
tion leader said that the program of the ecologists should 
extend to Europe. of which he is an ardent supporter; the 
battle against unemployment and the sharing of work; 
education; and the “citizens” revolution,” which he says has 
“not enough freedoms, not enough authority.” 


‘A Way Out’ 


If there are three ecology candidates, in his view, “This 
will mean that politics has taken over and that everyone 
will follow his own partisan preference, and that is not 
good.” He added that in such a case, the candidates will 
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be forced to seek agreements with other parties in order 
to obtain the signatures of elected officials. 


When asked which candidate would be most likely to 
win the votes of the ecologists on the second round, Mr. 
Lalonde, who first expressed his affinity with Balladur 
and then sympathy with Barre, said that he is “disap- 
pointed” by their feeble interest in the environment. 
“When I listen to the other candidates, | do not under- 
stand why they do not take ecology as their base,” he 
Stated, expressing surprise that they are not taking 
greater advantage of the division among the ecologists. 


Unfortunately for Brice Lalonde, Antoine Waechter, the 
presidential candidate for the Independent Ecology Move- 
ment (MEI) stated yesterday, speaking on Radio France 
Alsace, that he “has little faith in unity among the ecology 
candidates on this ballot.” “Dominique Voynet is too 
involved with his friends on the left of the left wing to 
retreat now. As for Brice Lalonde, who has never been truly 
committed to a candidacy for the presidency, his proposal is 
solely designed to provide him with a way out,” Mr. 
Waechter commented. 


The Alsatian ecologist concluded with a mention of his 
desire to avoid situating himself “either on the left or on 
the right,” but rather to defend a program proposing 
“new solutions to serious problems that the traditional 
parties have not been able to resolve.” 


For his part, Dominique Voynet, the Greens candidate 
for the presidency, chose Alsace, and more particularly 
Haut-Rhin, the home territory of rival candidate 
Antoine Waechter, for the launching of his tour of the 
French regions. He took the opportunity provided by 
this visit to appeal to the former spokesman for the 
Greens to abandon his candidacy. 


“We Have Seen Everything!” 


In this region in which the ecologists have won some of their 
finest victories, the presence of three ecology candidates for 
the presidency and, above all, the contest between Voynet 
and Waechter, are painful. “We in Alsace, after having 
served as a model for the ecology movement, have seen 
everything,”’ Solange Fernex, who headed the ecology slate 
for the European elections in 1979 and is a legendary figure 
in the Alsatian ecology movement, summarized sadly. 


This high-ranking ecologist says that the Alsatian Greens are 
“traumatized” by the departure of Antoine Waechter, a 
companion in struggle for more than 20 years, and they find 
it hard to understand the defection of Andree Buchmann, a 
Strasbourg municipal council member and former spokes- 
person for the Greens, to Noel Mamere’s movement. Con- 
vergence. Is this a first step toward Tapie? 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-035 
22 February 1995 


Berlusconi Interviewed on Range of Issues 


BR2102152595 Rome L‘'INFORMAZIONE in Italian 
17 Feb 95 pp 32-3 


{Interview with Forza Italia leader Silvio Berlusconi by 
Mario Pendinelli; place and date not given: “Berlusconi: 
Italy in the Mire, So We Need an Election Right Away”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] He cannot tolerate the tortuous 
language of old-fashioned politics. He finds its venom and 
its ambiguities outrageous. He certainly belongs to the 
Second Republic. But, strangely enough, he shares certain 
habits with one of the founding fathers of the First, Ugo 
La Malfa. He starts his day at dawn with a perusal of the 
newspapers; then gathers his principal aides around him; 
and he makes dozens of phone calls, pretending not to 
notice that the people on the other end of the line are still 
sleepy, giving many of them the impression that he 
mainly needs to seek their advice. However, it is usually 
he who gives advice to others, though with a tact and 
courtesy that prevent them from noticing the fact. And it 
was certainly no coincidence that in his last speech as 
prime minister, in the lower house, he cited precisely Ugo 
La Malfa as an example of generous and passionate 
devotion to politics. 


Our conversation with Silvio Berlusconi began with that 
very name. 


[Pendinelli] Why did you, who command the support of 
millions of Italians, cite the example of someone who 
only ever succeeded in rallying smal! minorities around 
himself and his ideas? 

[Berlusconi] Ugo La Malfa was active at a time when the 
opposing ideologies of the 20th century, though already 
dead, still exerted a huge influence. And this was not 
only because Italy too had to suffer the effects of the 
Cold War. There was a great unresolved issue, which 
dated back to the pre-fascist era and to the crisis of the 
liberal state: Having achieved unity, how was democracy 
to be organized? How were politics and the institutions 
to be transformed in order to enable a young country to 
develop its economy and to join the family of the 
Western democracies? I have pleasant memories of dis- 
cussing this with Giovanni Spadolini, and of the regret 
with which he spoke about Giovanni Amendola’s unfu'- 
filled dream—to build a party of liberal democracy: | 
_ dream had materialized, it would have averteJ 
fascism. 


{Pendinelli] Why was it not fulfilled? 


[Berlusconi] I think Spadolini was right: There was no 
proper agreement between the Popular Party and the 
Liberals, between Sturzo's Catholic liberals and Amen- 
dola’s Liberal Democrats. On the subject of Spadolini, I 
would like to confess something that I regret: the fact 
that I did not oppose with all my strength Bossi's veto on 
his reelection as chairman of the Senate. That was at the 
start of the legislature, and I could not have risked 
splitting the majority. But the memory of that episode 
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still causes me deep regret. Be that as it may, our country 
still faces this same unresolved historical problem. It is a 
matter of rediscovering, or imparting a new impetus to, 
the principles, the substance, and the institutions of 
liberal democracy, returning to the path set out in the 
early twenties by Giovanni Amendola and Luigi Sturzo: 
a path that was interrupted, first by 20 years of fascism, 
and then by half a century of associationism—an aber- 
ration imposed by the Cold War. 


[Pendinelli] Your adversaries are surprised when you 
cite Tocqueville or Einaudi, Sturzo or Giovanni Amen- 
dola, though actually you rarely do so. 


[Berlusconi] Yes, I know. They prefer to think of me asa 
television huckster with no roots in my country’s history. 
However, the fact is that before I became a businessman 
I studied, and in subsequent years, in my business 
activities, I had occasion to ponder the contradictions of 
our society—in many respects vital and modern, and in 
other respects anachronistic, illiberal, and anti-Western. 
We have unfortunately had legions of professional poli- 
tickers, all of whom grew up within the party appara- 
tuses, whose sole political culture consisted of intrigue, 
gossip, and conspiracy: and around them swarms of 
know-all political scientists dominated by left-wing ide- 
ology. Forza Italia’s success and the emergence, for the 
first time in our country’s history, of a mass liberal 
democratic movement astonished them all, and now 
they can only respond by trying, unsuccessfully, to dis- 
miss and to denigrate the political and cultural reality 
that we represent. An attack is under way against me and 
against Fininvest, and it is being waged with savage and 
desperate means. They will not succeed. Forza Italia and 
I have given strength and a voice to a civilized and 
hard-working Italy that will refuse to retreat to make way 
for trouble-makers and conspirators. 


[Pendinelli] You often suggest that a victory by the 
progressive forces would place lialian democracy in 
jeopardy. Have you not changed your mind since 
Romano Prodi’s entry into the arena? Have we not seen 
the opening of the road to a democracy based on 
rotation, based on competition between two opposing 
alignments? And is this not the crucial step toward our 
country’s adoption of the Western model? 


[Beriu.coni}) Nobody in Italy challenges democracy in 
formal terms. But it was Tocqueville in fact (as you see, 
I am permitting myself another quotation) that 
explained to us that a statist, bureaucratic, and illiberal 
democracy can be like a prison, too. It is possible. for 
instance, for a majority in Parliament to pass laws 
designed to limit the citizens’ freedom, oppressing them 
with various kinds of harassment or making them hos- 
tages, in their daily lives, of the parties and various 
bureaucracies. In such a situation the form of democracy 
is observed, but its substance is betrayed. This is why it 
is necessary to combine democracy with liberalism, 
which is precisely what has been lacking in our country. 


We are now witnessing a clash between two opposite 
visions of democracy. On the one hand there is a kind of 
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creeping neo-totalitarianism, deep rooted in the atti- 
tudes of the Italian Left, whereby anything can be 
imposed on the citizens by the decisions of the political 
apparatuses, the oligarchies, and the lobbies that support 
them. And on the other hand we have liberal democracy, 
which, by trying to limit to a minimum the space 
occupied by the apparatuses, to the benefit of the citi- 
zens, recognizes first and ioremost the nght to decide, by 
means of elections, who is to govern the country. Thanks 
to the first-past-the-post electoral system, Italy has 
turned irreversibly down this latter path. 


{Berlusconi continues] The attacks that we have suffered 
and the contradictions that we are witnessing stem from 
the fact that the new electoral law is not enough to 
completely correct the defects of a system that is still 
supported by some anachronistic parts of our constitu- 
tion. I do not know what Prodi thinks about all this. I 
read that he wants to draw on Veltroni’s help, but I 
predict ke will have help from D’Alema too. For my part, 
I depend on an exchange of views with people of very 
different political and cultural backgrounds, like Butt- 
iglione and his friends in the Popular Party and on the 
contributions made to our blueprint by the many friends 
who belong to the Freedom Pole. 


{Pendinelli] So one essential aspect of this blueprint is to 
enrich the center by means of a rapprochement with the 
Popular Party. But could this not cause problems on the 
Right of the Pole? 


[Berlusconi] Look, Fini, Casini, and I do not want to ask 
the moderates in the Popular Party to merely climb on 
board with us. If the dialogue between Forza Italia and 
the Popular Party proves successful, as I hope it does, we 
will have to think of a way of setting our forces on a new 
foundation. But it is necessary to proceed gradually: first 
an agreement with Buttiglione, then a new agreement 
with Fini. This objective is possible, because there is 
actually already genuine unity on the basic principles. | 
hope that this can happen quickly and cleanly. The 
center is different from the Right, but our Right today, 
the National Alliance, is not the offspring of fascism; it is 
a democratic force necessary to the country’s modern- 
ization process. So the dialogue between the center—of 
which Forza Italia is not the only representative, but 
certainly by far its strongest component—and Fini’s 
Right is essential in order to counter the left-wing bloc. I 
believe that this dialogue will highlight all the cultural 
roots shared by the forces of the center and the Right. 
And that the objective of achieving a great liberal revo- 
lution will be welcomed enthusiastically by Pannella’s 
reformers, too. 


[Pendinelli] Are you not being rather optimistic? 


[Berlusconi] Not at all. In our country there are forces 
that explicitly cite Christian humanism—Forza Italia, 
Buttiglione’s Popular Party, and Fini's new Right. There 
are common attitudes between the various components 
of the center and the Right with regard to the values of 
life and freedom, the nation, the family, education, and 
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solidarity. Just as we share—almost instinctively, I 
would say—our rejection of the hedonism, the mixture 
of populism and consumerism that has characterized the 
Italian left-wing forces’ erroneous approach to the 
market economy. Having for a long time considered 
capitalism a sin to be atoned for, our progressive forces 
now accept it, and form a distorted and strangely elitist 
interpretation of it. It would seem that, for them, capi- 
talism consists, rather as in the 19th century, of the 
domination of a few privileged families. This is why they 
still try to seek agreements with a few major industrial 
and financial groups. They have not yet realized that 
modern capitalism ‘s widespread, and that within it a 
skilled artisan can become an entrepreneur and small 
businesses can grow and compete with big business on an 
equal footing. Our progressive forces accept the market 
economy in words, but have failed to realize that it is not 
an ideology, but the most effective means of organizing 
production, of facilitating the distribution of wealth, and 
of promoting the creation of new jobs. Once it is clear 
what the market economy can be in fact, it must be 
approached from the viewpoint of solidarity. These are 
the values and principles that the center and the new 
Right identify with. 


[Pendinelli] So how do they differ? 


[Berlusconi] We must reach a rapid agreement on the 
institutions, within which liberal democracy must be 
expressed and must breathe. It is necessary to proceed 
from the characteristic principle of Western democra- 
cies, namely, that it is the citizens who decide, through 
their votes, who governs and who is in opposition. Some 
people were shocked by what I told NEWSWEEK with 
regard to the suspension of democracy in Italy, following 
the establishment of the government of experts. But 
nobody can deny that at present there is in Parliament 
no majority that clearly represents the people's will. And 
this would be considered an anomaly in any democratic 
country. Be that as it may, it is still necessary to establish 
rules to counterbalance the first-past-the- post system. to 
reduce the factors of debasement to which our political 
system has been exposed in recent years. The rules must 
apply to everyone, the majority and to the opposition. So 
we want to challenge the Left not merely to engage in an 
abstract debate but to sit down at the same table with us. 
The issue of the ground rules cannot be confined to an 
agreement between us and Buttiglione, but must involve 
everyone. In any case, the next legislature must reform 
the institutions, with as broad agreement as possible. 


[Pendinelli] Should this agreement also include the 
direct election of the prime minister? 


[Berlusconi] It must comprise all the rules governing the 
correct functioning of a modern representative democ- 
racy, and therefore not only the rules for electing the 
prime minister, but also the necessary counterweights to 
prevent the majority from crushing the minority, and 
also to safeguard the autonomy of the various state 
authorities, so that none of them can invade the others’ 
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territory. Only thus will it be possible to ensure that 
Italian citizens will no longer be trampled in their daily 
lives—in local health centers, the ministries, and public 
offices—by the party apparatuses or by the inefficiency 
of the public administration. The reform of the state 
administration is the first step in the liberal and demo- 
cratic revolution that we want to achieve, and I foresee 
an early agreement on this objective, too between Forza 
Italia and the Popular Party and among the whole of the 
moderate center and the new Right. But I am not closing 
the door to the possibility of broader agreements. The 
important thing now is to extricate Italy from the mire of 
stagnation into which it has been thrown. This is why I 
insist that there musi be an election before the end of 
June. 


Berlusconi Wants General Election in June 


BR2102151395 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 21 
Feb 95 p 7 


[Interview with Forza Italia leader Silvio Berlusconi by 
Vittorio Testa in Rome; date not given: “First Let Us 
Approve Economy Package, Then Vote’’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—{Testa] Berlusconi, did 
your meeting with Buttiglione go well? 


[Berlusconi] Yes, very well, but I had no doubt in that 
regard. When it comes to discussing specifics, clear 
programs, everything is simple, there is agreement. Of 
course, the path must be improved, built jointly; we have 
not yet reached a final accord. But there is an under- 
standing, which will be very helpful to the country. 


[Testa] Does Buttiglione acknowledge you as the leader 
of the center-Right moderate pole? 


[Berlusconi] I think there are no difficulties in that 
regard. 


[Testa] But it has seemed recently that Buttiglione 
wanted to ask you to take a step back: Did he do so? 


[Berlusconi] No, definitely not. 
[Testa] Do you agree on the election date too? 


[Berlusconi] I think that the date could be set as either 11 
or 18 June. I think that Buttiglione agrees with this, too. 


[Testa] So the problem of an alliance between the AN 
[National Alliance] and the PPI [Italian Popular Party] 
seems to have been overcome, resolved... 


[Berlusconi] In the case of the regional elections there 
will be an electoral alliance. Each force will contest the 
elections with its own identity, its own symbol, and its 
own candidates in the proportional part, which affects 
individual provinces; and will declare its alliance in 
connection with the first-past-the-post part, which 
applies to the regions—i.e. the part on the right-hand 
side of the ballot paper. All the parties of the center- 
Right pole will be there, in an alliance to support the 
single lists of councillors and regional premiers. And 


ITALY 41 


here, in order to resolve the problem of the presence of 
several parties, we will put forward for the posts of 
regional premier and councillors ordinary members of 
society, who are not party officials or representatives. 


[Testa] Does that mean regional elections in April, 
followed by a general election? 


[Berlusconi] It would be crazy not to combine them. I 
believe—and Buttiglione agrees—that it would be in 
everyone’s interest to avert a very protracted election 
campaign that would be very costly to both the parties 
and the state. 


[Testa] the other problem, according to many people, is 
that Forza Italia’s result will not be great in the regional 
elections 


[Berlusconi] There is no problem. We are not afraid of 
the regional! elections. Of course, because of the way 
Forza Italia is structured—it is a very young party—at 
local level there will not be the same result as in the 
general election. I acknowledge that, but it all remains to 
be seen, because I will be conducting a proper election 
campaign covering all the cities and regions. 


[Testa] But the alliance, the electoral agreement, between 
the AN and PPI will still cause repercussions among the 
PPI voters... 


[Berlusconi] I understand Buttiglione’s concerns. But I 
think that clarity ultimately always pays. The large 
majority of moderate voters, PPI voters, will understand 
and will support Buttiglione. I am sure of it, quite sure. 
Of course, there will be some repercussions from the Left 
and far Left of the PPI. But I believe that it is in 
Buttiglione’s interest, too, to clarify matters within the 
PPI. Indeed, it is unnatural to keep two such different 
tendencies together. In the long term, it could cause huge 
damage. 


[Testa] For many days you have been repeating that the 
election must be soon. But Prime Minister Dini says that 
it would be highly irresponsible not to start drafting the 
1996 Finance Bill now... 


[Berlusconi] I recognize and appreciate Dini’s sense of 
responsibility, but the 1996 economy package is not one 
of the tasks assigned to this government. I believe that 
this government has completed a large proportion of its 
tasks. Three out of four things—equal access, regional 
elections, and the supplementary budget—have been 
achieved. As for the pensions issue—which was added to 
the program without our knowledge—it is a much 
broader problem. That will take time, will it not? So, 
having completed its duties, this government should 
announce that it has reached the end of its course. If that 
happens, what is there to prevent an election being held 
right away? Almost all the parties are in agreement. I 
believe that Scalfaro cannot fail to acknowledge the fact. 
[Berlusconi ends} 
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AT 2200 [2100 GMT] Berlusconi talked about his 
meeting with Buttiglione. And he returned to the elec- 
tion issue. On his return to Rome yesterday morning he 
decided to further increase the pressure of his repeated, 
daily demand. The moment he landed at Ciampino 
Airport Berlusconi made straight for the lower house. He 
held a meeting there with Gianfranco Fini, Pinuccio 
Tatarella, Forza Italia floor leader Vittorio Dotti, and 
Pannella Reform group member Giuseppe Calderisi. 
The outcome was that the floor leaders of the pole’s 
“loyalist” forces asked for a meeting with the president 
before the vote on the economy package. This, to explain 
to him that they are prepared to support Dini’s package 
but that, after that, Parliament should be dissolved... 
Indeed, Scalfaro is the addressee of most of Berlusconi's 
daily declarations, his repeated claims that Parliament is 
“delegitimized,” that democracy is “incomplete,” and 
that there must be another election soon in order to 
“remedy the fraud committed by the minority that 
became a majority by dishonest means and maneuvering 
in high places." On this warm, sunny day in Rome, 
Berlusconi added some rather grim observations to his 
usual catastrophic pronouncements: “It is thanks to our 
sense of responsibility that nothing traumatic has hap- 
pened yet. But it is clear to everyone that there is nothing 
democratic about the present situation.” Yes, Scalfaro is 
the real thorn in Berlusconi's side. He made it clear that 
he feels insulted, too: “‘When I resigned as prime min- 
ister | received greetings messages from all foreign heads 
of government. Not even a telephone call from the 
president.” 


Prodi on Elections: ‘Any Date Suits Me Fine’ 


BR2102151295 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 21 Feb 95 p 2 


[Interview with Romano Prodi, Center-Left candidate 
for the prime ministership, by Vittorio Monti in 
Bologna, date not given: “Prodi: | Hope PPI Will Not 
Opt for Fini’ 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bologna—Romano Prodi at the 
theater; He looked very happy when he attended the 
reopening of the newly restored Arena del Sole, the 
historic theater near the Twin Towers. He spoke with 
/actor-director] Dario Fo and [singer-songwriter] 
Francesco Guccini. There were many elegant people 
there. Ile exchanged greetings and brief remarks in true 
Bolognese style (Hi, Romano.”) But imagine what would 
have happened if he had encountered in the foyer the 
leading actors on the political stage: Buttiglione, 
D'Alema, Di Pietro, Dini, Berlusconi. 


[Monti] Mr. Prodi, what do you have to say to Rocco 
[Buttiglione], who is drifting toward the AN [National 
Alliance]? 


[Prodi] That that would not be my choice. 
{Monti} Is that all? 
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[Prodi] | hope that it is not the PPI's [Italian Popular 
Party] choice, either. 


[Monti] Did you know that Rosy Bindi and the PPI Left 
have been referred to arbitration for backing your can- 
didacy to the premiership? 


[Prodi] That is quite ridiculous. 


[Monti] Is it true that you will be meeting again with 
Segni in Rome today? 


[Prodi] I would rather say nothing about that. I do not 
want him to be referred to arbitration, too. 


[Monti] Is there no longer any hope of recruiting Di 
Pietro? Will he side with the pole? 


[Prodi] I only know what I read in the newspapers. 


[Monti] Could {former Ferruzzi Chairman] Guido Rossi 
occupy a place on your team? 


[Prodi] He would definitely be an excellent acquisition. 


[Monti] Berlusconi keeps demanding a June election in 
order to grant the government stability. What is your 
reply to that? 


[Prodi] I will merely say that any date suits me fine. 


[Monti] what do you have to say to Fini, in view of the 
growing crisis of the lira? 


[Prodi] The economy package must be introduced 
quickly. We must show the international markets that we 
have a clear economic policy line. The real prionty is to 
have a well-defined government outlook. 


[Monti] Some people claim that a long wait for an 
election would be damaging to the lira. 


[Prodi] The real issue is certainty or uncertainty in the 
management of the economy. If a finance package is 
introduced right away and if it is announced that there 
will be a reappraisal of the situation in June, the election 
could be set back. However, if there is a situation of 
absolute chaos, complete uncertainty, then that will 
indeed harm the lira. Throughout the world, it is not 
election dates that cause currency rates to fluctuate. The 
lira was harmed by a week of speculation that | do not 
believe will recur, once people know that the economy is 
under control. 


[Monti] Your supporters are sending you money for the 
election campaign and almost 400 committees have 
already been established: How do these people regard 
you? As a party leader or as a potential prime minister? 


[Prodi] | am someone who has been put forward for the 
premiership of a center-Left government. Someone who 
has always stressed his adherence to the traditions and 
reality of the center, albeit an open one. I believe | have 
always been very clear. 
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[Monti] How is the organizational mechanism pro- 
ceeding? 


[Prodi] Better than expected. The committees are 
spreading steadily. [Prodi ends] 


Many people remember that it was precisely here in 
Bologna that Berlusconi first announced his flirtation 
with Fini, who was then busy trying to become mayor of 
Rome. What will Prodi do when the elections take place 
in Bologna? 


[Monti] Mr. Prodi, Will you vote for Vitali, currently the 
present PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] mayor? 


[Prodi] I have no intention of answering that now. But 
when the time comes, when the issue arises. you can be 
assured that I will answer that question too. 


[Monti] Does the Democratic Left have your complete 
approval? 


[Prodi] | confirm that I consider it a further rationaliza- 
tion of politics. Slowly, slowly, things are falling into 
place. 


Political Future of Fini, AN Viewed 
9SP20531A 


[FBIS Media Note] 


The Italian press published a number of articles and 
commentaries on the National Alliance (AN) and its 
leader, Gianfranco Fini, following the joint congress of 
the neofascist Italian Social Movement (MSI) and the 
AN held in Fiuggi on 26-29 January. At the congress, 
Fini dissolved the MSI and merged it into the AN, a 
rightist political organization he created in early 1994 to 
run in the national elections held in March of that year. 


Press speculation focused on whether the AN has over- 
come its neofascist roots and whether Fini would prove 
himself able to gain national and international recogni- 
tion as a moderate center-right leader. 


AN Looks to French Right 


Evidence of AN’s increasing international legitimacy is 
reported in an article by Stefano Brusadelli in the Milan 
weekly PANORAMA of 3 February. For the first time an 
AN member was invited to participate in a working 
meeting of the French “Gaullist” party, the Rally for the 
Republic (RPR). That meeting was held in Guadaloupe 
on 4-9 February. As a result, the leader of the AN group 
in the European Parliament, Cristiana Muscardini, was 
invited to plan Fini’s upcoming trip to Paris and to 
organize the sitting of the AN with the RPR deputies in 
the European Parliament. However, both these events 
will take place in late spring, after the French presiden- 
tial elections, because the RPR fears that a “flirtation” 
with the Italian neofascists at this time could prove 
damaging to its electoral chances. 
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Brusadelli compared the joining of the AN and RPR 
deputies in the European Parliament to the Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS) joining the Socialist Interna- 
tiona: seveial years ago: a qualitative change in image, 
providing the legitimacy needed to enter the government 
and a passport to international recognition. According to 
Brusadelli, Fini wants to lead an Italian mght that ts 
“clean, national, socialist,” like the Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) of Valery Giscard d’Estaing. Fin 
admires Jacques Chirac, Brusadelli wrote, and his sup- 
porters believe that, like Chirac, Fini can lead the new 
Italian center-right to victory. 


Former U.S. Ambassador Supports Fini 


According to an interview by Arturo Zampaglione with 
former U.S. ambassador to Rome Maxwell Rabb. pub- 
lished in Rome's daily LA REPUBBLICA of 30 January. 
Fini’s search for international acceptance will pay off 
when he visits the United States in early spring. Zampa- 
glione’s commentary in the interview maintained that 
Fini is anxious to publicize the AN’s new anti fascism 
abroad and Rabb will help him do so. According to 
Rabb, Fini has broken with the past and should be heard. 
Fini claims to be a friend of the United States, has 
renounced the extremism of the past, and should not be 
refused. 


Le Pen Blasts Fini 


According to Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the French 
extreme right Nationa! Front (FN), the AN under Fini's 
leaderhip risks becoming the new Christian Democratic 
Party (DC). In an interview by Ulderico Munzi, pub- 
lished in the Milan daily CORRIERE DELLA SERA of 
| February, Le Pen recognized that Fini had to abandon 
his fascist roots because his adversaries used these to 
their advantage. Fini observed a specific problem and 
acted to solve it, but he should never have gone as far as 
to exalt antifascism, because in Italy that movement was 
primarily communist, Le Pen said. Munzi commented 
that during the interview it became apparent that Le Pen 
cannot stand “that young man.” Le Pen believes Fini 
“betrayed"’ MSI founder Giorgio Almirante. especially 
when he declared that he was closer to Chirac than to Le 
Pen. Fini deviated, Le Pen said, and if he does not sit 
with the FN in the European Parliament it means his 
deviation has gone beyond mere adaption to the reality 
of the times. Le Pen fears that the AN’s desire to become 
part of the establishment will eventually transform it 
into a new DC. Asked how he can expect the AN to sit 
with the FN after the Fiuggi congress, Le Pen replied that 
if Fini refuses to sit with him, it means he is already a 
Christian Democrat and should go sit with them. 


Buttiglione: Fini Part of ‘Democratic Right 


In Italy, where the AN was a member of the recently- 
resigned government of Silvio Berlusconi, Fini and his 
party have also made some inroads in gaining legitimacy 
among other political parties. An article in LA REPUD- 
BLICA of 31 January reported comments by the leader 
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of the centrist Italian People’s Party (PPI), Rocco Butt- 
iglione, that he is aiming at an alliance with Berlusconi 
and a democratic right. “Fini is different,” Buttiglione 
said. “He is the right, but it is a democratic right, with 
which the center can, and indeed must, speak.” The PPI 
has not shifted to the mght, Buttiglione continued. 
Rather, Fini has taken a major step toward the center 
and should be given credit for it. Reminded that his 
Original objective was to separate Berlusconi from Fini, 
Buttiglione replied that that was true but that the AN 
congress “transformed” the right. 


Fini Matched With Berlusconi 


PDS Secretary Massimo D’Alema said that Fin: is now 
giving orders to Berlusconi. D’Alema told the Rome 
weekly L’ESPRESSO of 3 February that Fini was the real 
mover behind the abstention of Berlusconi's Forza Italia 
in the parliamentary vote to confirm the new govern- 
ment of Lamberto Dini—a complete reversal of roles. 
D’Alema recalled the events in the Chamber of Deputies 
during the confirmation debate. When Berlusconi spoke, 
there were interruptions and disturbances from the 
opposition benches, but when Fini spoke, no one on the 
progressive or PPI sides disturbed him—a silent 
acknowledgement to Fini as the leader of their opposi- 
tion, D’Alema said. 


According to the L'ESPRESSO article, those who partic- 
ipated in the last meetings of the Berlusconi government 
were struck by the difference between a tense, verbose, 
wavering Berlusconi, and a concise and determined Fini. 
Fini convinced the undecided Forza Italia deputies to 
aliow the Dini government to be confirmed. One of 
Fini’s assets, the article added. has been the excellent 
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image he projects on television. With his “nice young 
man” image and the reasonableness of his arguments, he 
has convinced the voters of the existence of a moderate 
right. But if he wishes to grow as a political leader and 
compete with Berlusconi, the article continued, Fini 
must stop parroting Berlusconi and express himself in 
his own words. 


Polls Show Growing Support 


Results of a poll carried out by Renato Mannheimer and 
published in L'ESPRESSO of 3 February showed that an 
increasing number of respondents (currently 30 percent) 
claim without embarrassment to be of the nght. This 
trend was confirmed by the Cirm polling company. 
According to Cirm, a large part of the new right comes 
from the middle class: businessmen, retailers, artisans, 
with fewer blue-collar workers and pensioners. Fini also 
attracts female voters not only because of his image as a 
“nice young man” but because his television speeches 
emphasize the traditional values of God, country, and 
family. 


According to Mannheimer, one survey showed that if 
Berlusconi went to elections allied with the PPI, half of 
the Forza Italia electorate would vote for the AN. These 
voters see the PPI as an “outpost of the left” and the AN 
as the sole guarantor of anticommunism. 


Another poll conducted by Datamedia among 1.180 
persons indicated that Fini’s parliamentary speeches and 
the results of the AN congress convinced 64.1 percent of 
respondents that Fini is the “real leader of the right”; 
20.8 percent disagreed, while 15.1 percent did not know 
or did not answer, according to a report in CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA of 28 January. 
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Nogueira Views Elections, PSD Leadership 
BR2102155295 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 18 
Feb 95 p 4 


[Interview with Portuguese Defense Minister Fernando 
Nogueira by Fernando Madrinha and Jose Manuel 
Saraiva: “Portugal Has Joined Group of Most Devel- 
oped Countries in the World”; place, date not given] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] 
[EXPRESSO] You have already said that you wish to 
win the legislative elections with an absolute majority if 
you become PSD [Social Democratic Party] leader. 
What conclusions will you draw if you do not achieve 
that aim? 


[Nogueira] The country’s governability is a fundamental 
value, and | believe that the Portuguese people have now 
learned the importance of there being homogencous 
governments, and so they should try to make a clear 
choice. With respect to the PSD. it will form a govern- 
ment if, as I hope, it has an absolute majority, and it 
should form no coalition, either to the right or the left. 


{[EXPRESSO] So either it has an absolute majority or it 
goes into opposition? 

[Nogueira] I do not rule out categorically and a prion the 
PSD's being able to form a government if it has a relative 
majority, but I cannot guarantee that. It is something 
that will have to be assessed im accordance with the 
distribution of the votes and the correlation of forces in 
parliament. 


{[EXPRESSO] If that correlation of forces makes a coa- 
lition to the right advisable, will you form one? 


[Nogueira] At this distance, | must say no. 
{EXPRESSO} What about an alliance to the left? 


[Nogueira] In that respect, I could be forced to say never, 
but it does not make the slightest sense. Our aim is the 
country’s governability, and that is to be achieved by the 
PSDs securing half the deputies plus one. 


{EXPRESSO] You intend to advocate at the congress 
that the PSD field a party member in the presidential 
election. Is that party member Cavaco Silva? 


[Nogueira] It will be if that is his wish, but while Cavaco 
Silva is the most prestigious, he is not the only presti- 
gious party member. What the PSD will do is not to 


propose but to support somebody who puts himself 
forward as a candidate. 


{[EXPRESSO] If Cavaco puts himself forward, will he be 
its candidate? 


[Nogueira] Of course. 
{[EXPRESSO] If Cavaco does not do so, will it support 
Balsemao” 
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[Nogueira] I only permit myself an unequivocal reply 
with respect to Cavaco Silva, because he has his own 
standing and a special place in the party. I will not begin 
to single out other possibilities. [passage omitted] 
{[EXPRESSO] In specifying that the candidate should be 
a party member, are you seeking to rcie out Ramalho 
Eanes’ candidacy? 

[Nogueira] My aim was to clarify my position so that the 
party can assess it in relation to the conduct which it 
should try to adopt in the presidential election. If Gen- 
eral Ramalho Eanes’ exclusion results from that, it will 
be a side effect and a hoped for political effect. 


[EXPRESSO] So you wished to make it clear that Eanes 
would not be your candidate? 


[Nogueira] Certainly. [passage omitted] 


[EXPRESSO] You have also said that the economy is a 
priority, but that some sensitivity toward people must be 
shown. Has that not been done under Cavaco Silva? 
[Nogueira] The prime minister is certainly a sensitive 
person and has always been concerned about people. !1 is 
just that | am not the prime minister, I am a different 
person, and so I must present myself to the Portuguese 
people as I am, showing through different formulas what 
my stance 1s. The ecomomy is indeed the top priority. but 
the economy is not an end in itself; it is instrumental 
with respect to people's well-being. happiness, quality of 
life, and comfort. I am an individualist and look to the 
individual as the raison d'etre and the reason for being in 
politics. 

[EXPRESSO] Do you accept any self-criticism for these 
10 years in power? Has the government never failed? 


[Nogueira] The government has an extremely good 
record. It has been 10 years which have radically 
changed Portuguese society. Portugal has joined the 
group of the most developed countries in the world. Of 
course there have been mistakes, but I am not going to 
point out other people's mistakes. For instance, when I 
was justice minister, I drew up a code of legal costs which 
envisaged excessive increases, and I later tried to set this 
right. Politics is conducted by neither gods nor heroes. 
[EXPRESSO] Do you not accept that the General Work- 
shops for Aeronautic Materiel affairs were grave mis- 
takes? 


[Nogueira] | have accepted the responsibility which I had 
to accept. [passage omitied] 


{[EXPRESSO] You said that you will present new faces, 
new solutions—everything new. For instance, with 
respect to the PSD leadership, will you propose only 
people who have not been in it over the past few years? 


[Nogueira] By no means. Renewing cannot mean starting 
from scratch. The PSD has an extraordinarily rich res- 
ervoir of cadres and values, but it musi not waste the 
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experience accumulated by many comrades in the course 
of political struggles waged during the 20 years that 
democracy has existed. We must now project other 
people who, at the same time, can continue to develop 
two basic characteristics of the PSD—nonconformity 
and a dynamic sense of Portuguese society. To bring in 
some new blood is not to carry out a complete transfu- 
sion. 


{EXPRESSO] Give me two or three names of that new 
blood. 


[Nogucira] Look, for instance, when I seek to enable 
Tavares Moreira and Miguel Veiga, for instance, to enter 
the party's National Council, | am bringing in people 
who, although they have not just entered politics, bring a 
creativity and a reinvigoration which must be effected. 


{[EXPRESSO] The lists are voted for on an alternative 
basis. and so Durao Barroso can in no event be a 
member of your Political Committee, but do you accept 
the idea of inviting him to work with you if you win the 
congress? 

[Nogueira] In my candidacy statement | said that | will 
need all party members, without exception. [passage 
omitted] 
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[EXPRESSO] If you win the congress, will you or will 
you not leave the government? 


[Nogueira] My decision will be disclosed only after the 
congress, and after speaking with the prime minister. 


[EXPRESSO] In selecting your Political Committee, will 
you be concerned to prevent people from combining 
those posts with duties in the government? 


[Nogueira] The selection of the Political Committee 
must be effected in accordance with those people's 
political ability and availability. Some of them could also 
have the ability to be members of the government, and 
not all of them will be members of the government, but 
I will not say that none of them should be. Rules should 
not be laid down a priori in this respect. 


{[EXPRESSOj Do you not believe that there would be an 
advantage im the party chairman's not also holding the 
prime minister's duties if the PSD remains in power? 


[Nogueira] I believe that, as a general principle, the party 
chairman should be prime minister. | would have agreed 
with an exception if Cavaco Silva had opted for making 
himself available to be the candidate for prime minister 
on the party's behalf, but not wishing to remain party 
chairman. [passage omitted] 
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Government Welcomes Ecuador-Peru Accord 


LD1802113595 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1100 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] After 20 days of fighting in a 
strip of territory on their Amazonian border, Peru and 
Ecuador have signed a peace agreement in Brasilia which 
formally endorses the cease-fire agreed on Tuesday. This 
appears to open the way to a final settlement of the 
longstanding border conflict between the two Andean 
countries. The Spanish Government has released a com- 
munique in which it expresses its satisfaction at the 
peace solution that has been achieved. 


Gonzales, Solana View Relations With Mexico 


LD1902112195 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 0800 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The crisis in the state of Chiapas 
will be the main question dealt with by Spanish Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana during his imminent visit to 
Mexico, when he will have talks with Mexican President 
Ernesto Zedillo and with representatives of the main 
political parties. Txema Forte: 


[Forte] Tomorrow Foreign Minister Javier Solana will 
travel frorn Nicaragua, where he has been accompanying 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez, to Mexico with a 
packed agenda of engagements. Solana will have talks 
with Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo and with the 
main leaders of the opposition parties, the conservative 
National Action Party [PAN] and Cuauhtemoc Carde- 
nas’s Party of the Democratic Revolution [PRD]. The 
armed conflict in Chiapas and the collapse of the finan- 
cial system will without any doubt be the two main 
questions Solana will have to deal with in the next few 
days. 


For the Spanish foreign minister, the political and eco- 
nomic stability of Mexico is very important: 


[Begin Solana recording] Following the measures taken 
by both the International Monetary Fund and by a group 
of countries including Spain, | believe that the stability 
of Mexico will return to normal. [end recording] 


[Forte] For his part, Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
thinks that Solana’s visit to Mexico is very valuable at 
the present time, because of the situation it is going 
through. 


[Begin Gonzalez recording} Our relations with Mexico 
have been and are extremely strong. The foreign minister 
is going to take advantage of this visit to Central 
America to meet with the Mexican authorities, including 
President Zedillo, Spanish and Mexican businessmen, 
his opposite number, and Mexican political groups, with 
no exclusions. It is a demonstration of our friendship 
and of our solidarity, our desire to help in resolving 
problems. [end recording] 
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Poll Shows People’s Party Leading by 9 Percent 
BR2102155395 Madrid ABC in Spanish 20 Feb 95 p 19 


[Report signed “S.N.”: “Over 700,000 Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party Voters Would Support People’s Party, 
Which Leads by 9 Percent”’] 


[FBIS Translated Txt] Over 700,000 voters who sup- 
ported the Spanish Socialist Workers Party in 1993 
would now vote for the People’s Party, according to a 
Gallup poll carried out for ABC between 1! and 27 
January. Nevertheless, the main part of the Socialist 
voters would abstain. The People’s Party would lead the 
Socialists by nearly 2 million votes and 9 percent, thus 
reaching the same level as during the European elections, 
yet much ahead of the last general elections. If elections 
were held today, United Left, Convergence and Union, 
and the Basque Nationalist Party would also experience 
a significant increase. [passage omitted] 


Serra Threatens Aznar With Judicial Decisions 
BR2102155595 Madrid ABC in Spanish 17 Feb 95 p 18 


[Unattributed report: “Serra Threatens Aznar and Says 
There Are Sentences Which Could Put Him in a Jam.”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Deputy Prime Minister Narciso 
Serra asked People’s Party Chairman Jose Maria Aznar 
not to use judicial decisions in politics because “Mr. 
Aznar would not find it convenient if other persons used 
other sentences which might put him in a jam.” For his 
part, People’s Party Secretary General Francisco Alva- 
rez-Cascos said that he expected the government to stop 
providing judges with work on matters derived from its 
own conduct. 


Serra declined to make any comment on the reopening of 
the GAL [Anti-Terrorist Liberation Groups] affair and 
criticized those leaders of the People’s Party who “now 
cheer judicial decisions which they consider suitable for 
their wasteful actions.” He referred to the possibility that 
the prime minister might be called again to testify after 
the reopening of the proceedings and said thai from the 
previous judgment “it was clear that there was no 
connection between those condemned (Amedo and 
Dominguez) and the government.” 


He criticized the fact that there were persons in the 
People’s Party who “preach judicial independence and 
then interfere with the work of judges,” and he recalled 
that in the state of the nation debate, the People’s Party 
had presented a proposed resolution defending judicial 
independence, a matter which in Serra’s words “does not 
appear coherent.” 


With regard to the question of whether information 
referring to confidential funds should be included in the 
judicial proceedings, Serra said that the Supreme Court 
and the Constitutional Court had already passed a judg- 
ment on this question and he asked that “we leave justice 
to decide how to resolve these issues.” 
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For his part, People’s Party Secretary General Francisco 
Alvarez-Cascos replied to Serra by recalling the alleged 
connection of the deputy prime minister with scandals of 
political spying and details, for example illegal telephone 
tapping in Barcelona or the “Crillon report” about 
Mario Conde. He commented: “We already know that 
Serra is not a very trustworthy person from the political 
point of view.” 

Aivarez-Cascos said he trusted that the ambiguous dec- 
larations of Narcis Serra in the executive did not refer to 
shady matters in which Serra’s name appeared as respon- 
sible for the secret services. 


The People’s Party secretary general recalled that his 
party did use legal proceedings which pointed a finger at 
the government “because they exist. It is the government 
which should make every effort to stop providing judges 
with work related to matters derived from its conduct.” 


ABC: Yeltsin Speech ‘Embarrassed’ Supporters 
BR1702151195 Madrid ABC in Spanish 17 Feb 95 p 13 


{Editorial: “Disturbing State”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Russia is adrift. Boris Yeltsin's 
speech before the Duma yesterday (a kind of State of the 
Union address in accordance with the U.S. model) has 
embarrassed even the Russian president's supporters. 


It is easy to blame the military for the Army's disaster in 
Chechnya, but Boris Yeltsin has been in power for too 
long to be able to accept the public opinion that most of 
the blame can be pinned on others. 


Yeltsin acknowledged yesterday that abuses have been 
committed in the Chechnya campaign; grave abuses, to 
be more precise. What is inconceivable in the Russian 
president's exposition is that he believes that he can cast 
all the blame on the forces led by General Pavel Grachev 
when the supreme command of the Armed Forces is held 
by himself, who gave the order to attack. 


As has already been said in ABC's editorial pages, 
Yeltsin’s services to Russia are more than obvious. 
Thanks to this man’s courage, hundreds of millions of 
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people were freed from the Soviet yoke; both those who 
were living under the red flag of the USSR and those who 
were subject to Communist tyranny in Central Europe. 


the system, not dismantling it. 


But now Boris Yeltsin has fallen into the same uncer- 
tainty. His doubts cause him not to know where to go. 
His stance of giving the peoples who were held in 

to 


praiseworth 
event, how can it be denied that the last European 
colonial empire, which is, at the same time, the one 


under its flag. The case of Chechnya is a typical example. 
When in history did Chechens and Russians have a 
common project? When did a Chechen contribute some- 
thing to Russian culture? When did a Chechen play a 
prominent role at the czar’s court? This question could 
likewise be applied to many other peopies who were 
brought under the Russian crown in the course of 
centuries. 


Yeltsin's speech was even more worrying in the light of 
the unease expressed at the courtship under way between 
the countries of Central Europe and NATO. Yeltsin 
justified the Russian stance by asserting that his coun- 
try’s democratization is irreversible, but this is a trivial 
argument. The question is not whether Russia deserves 
to keep the Central European peoples in its sphere of 
influence but whether the latter wish to remain with the 
country with which they were aligned since the Yalta 
Summit, 50 years ago, or, on the other hand, wish to 
return to the Europe to which they always belonged and 
in fact decisively helped to form. But there was one cause 
for relief in yesterday's speech. Over the past few days 
there has been uncertainty about whether Yeltsin's 
health has been gravely impaired or whether he is just 
the victim of alcoholic excesses such as that witnessed 
last week in Alma-Ata. It seems clear that his healih is 


good. 
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Faeroese Crisis Leads te Calls For Independence 


BR2202103495 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 21 Feb 95 p 4 


[Report by Louise Fletcher: “Faeroe Islands Want Home 
Rule™]} 

[FBIS Translated Text] Many of the parties advocating 
Faeroese independence are now glimpsing light at the 
end of the tunnel. They want io shrug off Danish rule, 
but there is deep disagreement about how this is to 
happen. 

The crisis between the Faeroe Islands and Denmark has 
breathed new life into several of the parties which back 
Faeroese independence. 


With renewed force they are now demanding that the 
Facroe Islands bid farewell to Danish administration. 
And unlike in the past they now have greater support 
among the Faeroese population. 


This week the Faeroese Lagting [legislative assembly] 
will discuss a proposal made by the Republican Party 
regarding secession from Denmark. The Republicans— 
the most extreme of the parties demanding secession— 
frequently table the proposal, but this time it will be 
taken more seriously. 

“We want a republic. An’ »< cannot see any obstacle in 
the way of the Faeroe Islands becoming an independent 
country,” Republican Party spokesman Finnbogi 
Isakson said. 


“Many people say that we are too small a country to be 
independent, but there are masses of countries in the 
world that are even smalier,” Finnbogi Isakson said, 
pointing to distant independent islands with only 8,000 
inhabitants. 


Order in the Economy 


Many of the eight parties represented in the Faeroese 
Lagting are in favor of home rule, but they thoroughly 
disagree as to the form it should take. 


While the Republicans are fighting for independence 
right away, the nonsocialists in the People’s Party are 
more cautious. In any case they want the economy in 
order before they secede from the moiher country. 


“We should meet with representatives of the Danish 
Governiinent around the table and say: ‘Look here, guys, 
we are a divided society on the Faeroe Islands. And our 
economy is divided. Half of the economy is run in 
accordance with Danish norms and the other half is 
based on the value of the pollack,” said Oli Breckmann, 
who is an elected member of both the Faeroese Lagting 
and the Danish Folketing. 


Breckmann claims that one of the main problems facing 
the Faeroese is that the public sector is run along the 
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lines of Danish norms and wage systems, while the rest 
of society is dependent on the market value of fish. 


“We need tc scrap the Danish welfare system and 
replace it with a Faeroese model. It has never been our 
intention to have three old people’s homes on Sando for 
19 people. That is why our economy has gone to the 
dogs, and this is something we must put right,” Oli 
Breckmann said. 

He believes that Denmark should make the Faecroese a 
decent-sized one-off payment and that the islands should 
then be left to fend for themselves. 


“Let us have 15 billion, a sum equivalent to 10 years of 
block subsidies. Then Denmark would be free and we 
cc id use six billion to pay off the debt. The remaining 
nine billion could serve as a sort of start-up capital,” 
Breckmann proposed. 


Clean Break 


A third party—the Home Rule Party—is strictly 
speaking in favor of the islands continuing to be covered 
by Danish administration, but party chairman Helena 
Dam a Neystabo is of the opinion that it may be 
necessary to make a clean break. 


“If relations between Denmark and the Faeroe Islands 
continue to be as strained as they are at present,” she 
said, “then we will have to demand complete home 
rule.” 


However, only a small minority of people telieve that 
the Faeroe Islands will become an independent country 
in the immediate future. If only for the reason that the 
islands with their overstretched economy are totally 
dependent on subsidies from Denmark. 


An interim solution could be a review of the home rule 
arangements dating from 1948. That is something on 
which most parties could agree. 


Finland 
President Holds Talks With French Foreign 
Minister 


LD2102161195 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1415 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] All important EU issues were 
discussed at a meeting between President Martti Ahti- 
saari and French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe in Paris. 
Ahtisaari had the busiest day of his visit to France today. 


[Correspondent Tuula Koskenniemi] Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said he is pleased with the very good 
atmosphere which prevailer) between Finland and 
France, current chairman of the EU, since the start of the 
year. The atmosphere was strengthened in today's talks 
which dealt with all issues concerning the EU, from 
security issues to the future of the West European Union, 
the WEU, as well as the expansion of the North Atlantic 
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Treaty Organization, NATO. | ntergovernmental 
conference of the EU countries, to be held next year, was 
discussed in the talks with Juppe, and before him with 
the speaker of the National Assembly, Philippe Seguin. 
The basic questions on the role that governments, 
nationa! parliaments, the Euro-parliament, and the EU 
Commission will play at that conference remain open. 
President Ahtisaari told the French that the matter is 
being discussed in Finland too. 


In the talks with Foreign Minister Juppe, the two sides 
also quickly touched on the situations in former Yugo- 
slavia, in Russia and Chechnya, and in the CIS coun- 
tries, as well as the issue of UNICEF's director-general. 


The tempo of the second day of the visit, which began 
sunny and relaxed, will be further stepped up toward the 
evening. The president will shortly meet with represen- 
tatives of the press and will then give a talk at the French 
Institute of International Affairs in Ivry. 


President Views EU, Joint Defense Policy 
BR2202114295 Paris LE MONDE in French 21 Feb 95 
po 


{Report on interview with Finnish President Martti 
Ahtisaari by Alain Debove in Helsinki on 16 February: 
“Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari Visits Paris—A 
French-Style President”’] 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Martti 
Ahtisaari, 57 years old and a former diplomat, has been 
in turn ambassador to Tanzania, UN commissioner for 
Namibia, and then head of the UN operation there in 
1989 and 1990. Two years later, he chaired the working 
group on Bosnia-Herzegovina in the International Con- 
ference on former Yugoslavia before becoming Butrus- 
Ghali’s special representative in 1993. Certain of his 
compatriots complain that he knows the ins and outs of 
international diplomacy better than those of his own 
country. The fact remains that this experience in inter- 
national negotiations comes through in his somewhat 
pragmatic approach to the forthcoming discussions on 
the EU institutional reform. 


“A treaty is always a compromise,” he told us on 
Thursday 16 February at his residence of Mantyniemi 
outside Helsinki. “The Twelve were themselves critical 
at the time, each of them would have liked to have got 
something more. Finland, for its part, accepted this 
treaty as a whole: It did not pose problems to us, and we 
are not going to bring new ones. , we are at 
a good stage, with GDP no doubt growing by between 5 
and 6 percent this year. We have no security problems 
which could cause other problems to the Union. This 
was not the case a few years ago. but today the situation 
is almost ideal and I trust that the Union has the same 
feeling.” 

As elsewhere, the opponents of Maastricht denounced in 
Helsinki the Union's democratic deficit and the “Brus- 
sels bureaucratic cancer.” Mr Ahtisaari remains calm: 
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“It is fashionable nowadays to denounce bureaucratic 
structures, but this is a little simplistic in my eyes. If we 
go too far with the democratic principles which are dear 
to us, we can also arrive at a situation where it ts not 
possible to make any decisions. It is important to strike 
a balance between the desires for democracy and effi- 
ciency.” 


With regard to the 1996 intergovernmental conference, 


“This neutrality was essential for us during the cold war, 
we always chose the situation which was the best for 
defending our own interests,” Mr. Ahtisaari stressed. 
“But that did not prevent us from sharing the same 
democratic ideals as the EU countries. Our relations 


With regard to the common defense project, the presi- 
dent underlines the importance of not creating new 
dividing lines in Europe. “We are very open, bul we 
believe that Finland can best contribute to greater secu- 
rity in Europe by maintaining our independent defense. 
For historic reasons we have learned and know how to 
defend our territory.” 

When they evoke the “Nordic dimension,” the Finns 
think in particular of cooperation with the St. Petersburg 
Region (10 million inhabitants, or twice the population 
of Finland), the Baltic republics (Estonia, Latvia, Lithua- 
nia), and the immense ecological dangers presented, “on 
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the other side of the frontier,” by the nuclear power 
stations in a poor state of repair and the nuclear waste 
dumps on the Kola peninsula. “This is obviously a 
Nordic and a European problem,” people say. “The 
Baltic has become today, in some ways, an internal sea of 
the EU.” “But,” the president points out, “this does not 
mean that we forget the EU's Mediterranean dossiers. 
There is no contradiction. All these problems are impor- 
tant, the objective being to arrive at a balanced develop- 
ment of the whole of the continent.” 


Is Finland now going to create a Nordic block with 
Denmark and Sweden, close to Germany, within the 
Union? This question brings a smile to Ahtisaari’s lips. 
“Rather I feel that this notion of Nordic block has 
become a sort of ‘mental block’ for certain of our 
partners! Certainly, our northern countries are very 
close, at every level, but none of them is authorized to 
speak on behalf of the others. As we follow the dossiers 
we will certainly see who shares our views.” Based on the 
opinion polls, the Finns, in any event, are not unhappy at 
having joined the Union. But, of course, certain people 
continue to grumble. The government had promised that 
food prices would fall by 10 percent on | January. They 
have fallen by 5 percent only.... 


Ahtisaari, Aho: Different Views on Security Policy 


LD2202105695 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 0600 GMT 22 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] There are differences of views in 
President Martti Ahtisaari’s and Premier Esko Aho’s 
outlooks on security policy. According to Aho, our policy 
of neutrality will remain unchanged, while Ahtisaari says 
that Finland is prepared to assess the needs of European 
cooperation. Jarkko Juselius reports: 


[Juselius] Within a short time, the president and prime 
minister have put forward their views on Finland's 
future security policy choices. Last week, Aho spoke in a 
parliamentary debate on Finland's aims in the EU, while 
Ahtisaari spoke jast night at the Institute of International 
Affairs in Paris. There are differences of opinion in the 
two gentlemen’s speeches, although it is not too difficult 
to explain them. 


The president and prime minister have pointed to 
choices that may lie ahead at the EU's inter- 
governmental conference next year. According to Pre- 
mier Aho, Finland has joined the European Union as a 
militarily non-aligned country with its own independent 
credible defense. This core of our policy of neutrality 
exists and will remain, Aho assured, going on to say that 
Finland is not seeking new basic decisions on security 
policy. 

For his part, Ahtisaari, who spoke in France, announced 
that Finland had prepared herself to assess and discuss 
the advantages and needs of military cooperation con- 
nected with European integration at next year’s intergov- 
ernmental conference. The difference from Aho lies 
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mainly in the fact that the views on military cooperation 
may in this context mean a partial advance in the 
direction of joint defense policy in the EU. 


With its references to neutrality, Prime Minister Aho’s 
speech was an echo of the times when Finland observed 
with bewilderment the collapse of communism and the 
integration of the two Germanies. However, Ahtisaari 
did not say, either, that Finland would be prepared next 
year to decide on military cooperation. 


All the same, the foreign policy debate today does not 
follow the same tune even at the level of the state 
leadership. It is also easy to explain Prime Minister 
Aho’s cautious performance with the proximity of the 
parliamentary elections on 19 March. There is no need 
now to annoy the Center Party's EU opponents with talk 
about the Union’s joint defense policy or even steps 
leading in that direction. During last week's debate. the 
Center Party’s parliamentary group was even more cau- 
tious than Aho. Diet deputy Juha Korkeaoja, who has 
become known as an EU opponent and who delivered 
the group's speech, rejected, on behalf of the Center 
Party's parliamentary group, the opportunity to decide 
on the EU’s joint defense policy next year. 


Russia Asked to Explain Foreigners’ Mobile 
Phone Ban 


LD1702133695 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1300 GMT 17 Feb 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The Finnish Communications 
Ministry wants the Russian authorities to specify why 
they are stopping foreigners from using mobile tele- 
phones in Russia. The Communications Ministry 1s 
responding to reports that NMT [Nordic Mobile Tele- 
phone Network] telephones are not allowed to be used in 
Karelia without a special permit. The Russian customs 
committee is reported to have made this decision and 
the customs in Petrozavodsk have confiscated air trav- 
ellers’ mobile telephones. 


In a letter to the Russian Ministry of Transport, the 
Finnish Communications Ministry points out that no 
personal permit is required according to international 
practice, and that mobile telephones do not interfere 
with other radio frequencies. 


Norway 


Bellona: Russia Storing 10,000 Nukes in Kola 


Region 


LD2102/14195 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network in 
Finnish 0600 GMT 2] Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Some 10,000 nuclear warhcads 
have been stored in the Kola Peninsula following the 
Cold War, a Norwegian environmental organization 
claims. The number is many times higher than previ- 
ously believed. Ulla-Maria Johansen takes up the story 
from Oslo: 
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[Johansen] Addressing the Oslo civil defense association 
last night, Fredrik Hauge, chairman of the environ- 
menial protection organization Bellona, spoke about the 
stores of nuclear warheads in the Kola Peninsula. Hauge 
estimatec the number of nuclear warheads to be 10,000, 
which is three times higher than previously estimated in 
the West. So far it has been estimated that some 3,000- 
3,500 nuclear warheads have been stored in the Kola 
region after the Cold War. 


The environmental organization Bellona has specialized 
in the radioactive waste problems in north-eastern 
Russia, including those involving nuclear weapons, and 
Bellona has good relations with Russia. The organiza- 
tion’s chairman Fredrik Hauge announced that he knows 
the exact location of the nuclear warhead stores, but in 
his speech he did not want to divulge their location 
publicly. Bellona’s chairman warned especially of the fire 
danger of the Russian nuclear warhead stores, while 
announcing that he will bring the issue to the knowledge 
of the Norwegian Government as soon as possible and 
will ask the government to contact the Russian authori- 
ties. 

Hauge has specified to the Norwegian press that there 
are a total of three Russian nuclear warhead stores in the 
Kola Peninsula, and some of the warheads have been 
stored in an irresponsible manner. Bellona’s chairman is 
cautious about giving any further information and says 
that he is trying to protect the safety of his sources of 
information. One of the sources giving information to 
Bellona has been found hanged and Bellona’s chairman 
does not believe it was suicide. 


Sweden 


ce, Concern With Submarine Intrusions 


Russian ‘Attempts To Deceive’ 


BR2202113195 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 18 Feb 95 p 12 


[Report by Lillemor Idling: “Difficult Submarine Talks 
With Russia”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Russians tried to fool the 
Swedes in different ways both about submarine 137 in 
the Karlskrona archipelago and about the minisubma- 
rines. 


When the Swedish-Russian submarine talks became 
heated the Russians preferred to talk about “Russian 
souls.” 


But thanks to Swedish expertise “many attempts to 
deceive the Swedes were uncovered immediately.” 


This is how the talks are described in a secret final report 
which TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA has read. 
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The Swedish delegation’s assignment was to arrive at a 
solution to foreign submarine activity in Swedish waters 
and to answer the question of which nation had com- 
mitted the violations. 


Different Turns 


The report describes the different turns—Swedish 
strategy, Russian strategy, and conclusions. 


A total of around 20 meetings were held from January 
1992 to the end of 1994. Commodore Emil Svensson led 
the Swedish delegation. 


According to the report, the Russians lied about subma- 
rine 137 as well as the minisubmarines. 


But the talks dealt mostly with old incidents, technical 
information and no sensational new information 


emerged. 


Both sides were reluctant to relax their guard during the 
talks. 


In September 1992 “endless discussions about Russian 
souls” are mentioned and the choice then was between 
breaking off the talks or getting them to become more of 
a technical exchange of information. 


Sweden chose the latter alternative and handed over a 
recorded audio tape to the Russians. Some masking was 
done in order not to harm the Swedish defense forces. 


It then turned out that the “Russian side had underesti- 
mated the level of both the Swedish material and our 
technical competence.” 


Swedish technical equipment was technically better. At 
first the Russians were not able to listen to the Swedish 
tape. However, the level of expertise in analysis is 
thought to be higher on the Russian side. 


Forced To Admit 


Thanks to the audio tape the Russians were forced to 
admit that there was underwater activity in Swedish 
waters. This was seen as a breakthrough in the negotia- 
tions. 


The next step in the Swedes’ ambitions was to get ihe 
Russians to admit that the sound came from a Soviet 
submarine and to establish this in a joint document. The 
Russian strategy is said to have been to preveni the 
Soviet Union being pointed to. 


Delaying tactics began. A mecting planned for June 1993 
was postponed indefinitely. 


The Russians demanded that Sweden should come up 
with “something new” if the discussions were to con- 
tinue. They were resumed—without progress. 


In November 1993 the toughest meeting hitherto is 
reported “with Soviet arguing tactics and intractabil- 
ity.” 
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In subsequent meetings the Russians are said to have come 
up with excuses, handing over only “nonsecret material” on 
minisubmarines, and it gradually became clear that the 
chairman “was not authorized to hand over” anything else. 


On 30 June [year not specified] the talks were moved up 
to a higher level. President Boris Yeltsin's security 
adviser, Baturin, became the opposite party. 


Trial of Strength 


The reason is said to have been “to make sure that decisions 
by the Russian president were made on the right basis.” 


The first meeting turned into a trial of strength between 
Baturin and the Swedish delegation and Baturin “was 
forced to admit that he had not been given sufficient 
information.” In August 1994 the meeting was held in 
the Kremlin. The Russians were thought to perhaps want 
to start from scratch again. 


But the atmosphere is described as whiny. “The Swedish 
side delivered its message about mistakes in official Russian 
documents—and this did not help to improve the mood.” 


The meetings with Baturin continued, moved back and 
forth a little, and on one occasion the Swedes noted 
“constructive elements.” 


Later Baturin handed over three documents from the pres- 
idential archives from 1935, one from 1955, and a politburo 
report on submarine |37-—which concluded that the whole 
thing was 4 navigational error. This was “far removed from 
the Swedish side's demands and expectations.” 


Two Explanations 
Why were the Russians doing this? 


The delegation puts forward two possible explanations: 


—That certain high-level naval officers have lied to the 
politicians and are now risking their own positions if 
the truth comes out. 


—That releasing the truth would lead to the Swedes 
asking the question, “Why?” It would be necessary to 
come up with a credible story which would run the risk 
of opening up a way into the strategic systems. 


It is considered “absolutely impossible that a profes- 
sional Soviet commission of investigation would not 
have discovered the deficiencies in the background 
material that we have found,” the delegation wrote. But 
the delegation’s conclusion is: 


“When it comes to determining nationality, the Russian 
side has not admitted to any intrusion by Soviet subma- 
rines into Swedish waters since 1946.” 
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Uncertainty About Submarine Noises 


LD2102133595 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 1130 GMT 21 Feb 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Despite the fact that minks have 
been given as the explanation for the suspected submarine 
noises which the navy has been monitoring since September 
1992, there is, all the same, considerable uncertainty within 
the defense forces about what these sound phenomena really 
represent. There are now also reports that most recently last 
year, the naval command for the east coast reported prob- 
able submarine intrusions. 

[Correspondent Boerje Remdahl] According to Owe Wik- 
torin, the commander in chief, the navy's sound recordings 
have not constituted sufficient evidence to establish subma- 
rine violations since September 1992. He has also reported 
this to the government. But it ts a long step from that to a 
satisfactory explanation for the sound phenomena which the 
navy has monitored during its search for foreign underwater 
vessels. One third of these sounds have been produced by 
minks, the commander in chief and his special analyst group 
say. But the commander in chief is less certain about the 
remaining two thirds of the recorded sounds. Minks may be 
involved, but other phenomena may also have produced the 
submarine-sounding noises. 

The uncertainty about how much significance is to be 
atiributed to the minks is shared by the experts in the navy's 
special analysis center which is carrying out the acoustic 
investigation work on which the commander in chief bases 
his conclusions. Cormmodore Goeran Frisk has the highest 
responsibility for the analysis work and this is what he says 
about what is factually known about the mink sounds: 


[Begin Frisk recording] We are not certain that we can 
classify it as originating from a mink unless we have 
optical contact with the mink and can connect it with the 
sound we have heard in the buoy. [end recording] 


{Remdahl] If the mink is not observed in the vicinity of the 
hydrophone buoys where cavitation sounds are simulta- 
neously recorded, it cannot be stated with any certainty 
what causes the sound, Goeran Frisk says. Last year still, the 
naval command for the cast coast reporied suspected sub- 
marine violations. At the same time, Frisk and his col- 
leagues at the analysis center do not object to the com- 
mander in chief's assessment that the recorded sounds are 
insufficient as evidence of foreign underwater vessels. What 
these sounds are will have to be the object of further 
analysis. 

At the same time as the navy has these remaining difficulties 
in its analysis work, there is a strong political interest in 
removing submarine violations from the agenda. The com- 
mander in chief's reports that foreign underwater traffic has 
not been established after September 1992 have been 
received with great relief. The commander in chief and the 
defense leadership must now have extremely strong reasons 
for reporting submarine violations, even when there may be 
suspicions of such. 
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Holbreoke Reaffirms U.S. Stand on Customs 
Union 

142102164695 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 21 Feb 9S 


{FBIS Translated Text] Richard Holbrooke, U.S under 
secretary of state in charge of European and Canadian 
affairs, who arrived in Ankara yesterday, is continuing 
his contacts. 


The talks between the Turkish and U.S. delegations were 
held in Ankara today. The Turkish delegation at the talks 
was headed by Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Ozdem 
Sanberk. Replying to reporters’ questions after the talks, 
Sanberk said the Bosnia-Herzegovina problem, as well as 
international and regional issues, were discussed during 
the talks. Sanberk noted that during the talks, the United 
States reaffirmed its support for Turkey with regard to 
the Customs Union with the EU. 


Murat Karayalcin, foreign minister and deputy prime 
minister, also met with Holbrooke after the talks 
between the delegations. Answering reporters’ questions 
after the meeting. Karayalcin remarked that he briefed 
Holbrooke on the work being conducted in Turkey 
concerning democratization. 


[Begin Karayalcin recording] Holbrooke paid a courtesy 
visit. We discussed various issues. We exchanged views 
on regional matters, as well as on topics concerning the 
two countries. [end recording] 


Karayalcin noted that his meeting with Holbrooke 
should not be seen as a meeting for decisions or as 
official talks. 


Holbrooke also called on General Ahmet Corekci, 
deputy chief of the General Staff, this morning. Corekci 
said matters concerning bilateral relations will be dis- 
cussed with the U.S. official. Holbrooke, in turn, noted 
that he will discuss with Corekci the plan to expand 
NATO to include Eastern Europe. 


Diplomats Criticize Claes Over Islam Remarks 


NC2202091295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Feb 9S pp 1, A&8 


[Report by Semih D. Idiz] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Being the sole Islamic 
member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and 
given the “sensitive” position this leaves Turkey in at 
home and abroad, Ankara has refrained from “jumping 
into the fray” over rernarks by NATO Secretary General 
Willy Claes that Islamic fundamenialism represents as 
great a threat today as Communism did in the past. 


But senior Turkish diplomats have nevertheless joined 
their foreign counterparts in NATO in criticizing Claes 
privately over “unhelpful remarks” ai a time when the 
Alliance is preparing to court the moderate Islamic 
nations of the Mediterranean region. Claes has been 
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berated by several Alliance members for these remarks 
of his made in recent interviews with various European 
papers. 


Alliance sources were quoted by REUTERS earlier this 
week as saying several NATO ambassadors had voiced 
their anger over Claes’ comments at a routine meeting of 
the organization's council last week. 


France, Spain, Greece and Britain were all reported as 
saying they were concerned Claes could have done huge 
harm to the Alliance's plan to open a dialogue with 
North African counties on security in the region by 
raising the specter of a Muslim “bogeyman.” 


A high-ranking Turkish official, while commenting on 
the subject to the TURKISH DAILY NEWS on 
Thursday [16 February], said that the NATO secretary 
general's remarks were his own and did not represent the 
general mood in the Alliance in any way. Referring to the 
drive to start a security dialogue with Morocco, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Israel and Mauritania, this official said that the 
idea put forward by Claes concerning Islamic fundamen- 
talism was not an aspect of this Mediterranean drive 
either. 


“At no part of the discussions on the need to open up to 
the Mediterranean and to start a security dialogue with 
the countries in this region did the idea of isolating 
radical Islam as the new enemy come up,” this official 
said. 

He said that at the heart of the “Mediterranean drive” 
was the annoyance of countries such as France, Italy and 
Spain that all the concentration of Western Europe in the 
post-Cold War period was on Central and Eastern 
Europe with little recognition of the risks in the southern 
and southeastern flanks of the Alliance. “The idea is still 
in its infancy and there are no plans to offer any 
Mediterranean country Partnership for Peace as yet,” 
this official said. 


“The modalities of this idea are still being worked out 
but there is nothing operational as yet. The debate on 
this subject is still continuing within NATO,” he added. 


This official went on the conjecture that Claes was 
“trying to alter the agenda for reasons best known to 
himself but said this was the wrong way to proceed and 
the message to be given to the moderate Islamic nations 
of the Mediterranean region should not be the one the 
secretary general appeared to be giving. “Of course 
fundamentalism is a risk and everyone, including those 
moderate Islamic nations being courted, know this 
because they suffer the consequences of this. But this in 
just one of the threats that is looming on the horizon at 
the present time,” the official said. 


“We as Turkey are also keen to ensure that when 
fundamentalism is discussed in the NATO context that 
this is not within the specific context of Islamic funda- 
mentalism, only that fundamentalism is taken as a 
gencral threat,” he added. “For example just two days 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 




















FBIS-WEU-95-035 
22 February 1995 TURKEY 55 


ago it was the first anniversary of the massacre of Inan Calls For New Government To Avert Coup 
worshiping Palestinians by a Jewish fundamentalist. 02292074495 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
This event showed that fundamentalism is not religion English 17 Feb 95 p I 
specific and can spring out of any religion,” he said. The 
rise of support for the pro-Islamic Welfare Party (RP) in (“Sum _ “ «ase ae 

— . mary” of an “exclusive” interview with Mother- 
Turkey—which is fervently anti-West and consequently = jang Party deputy Kamran Inan by Hayri Birler- place, 
anti-NATO—is also among the reasons why Ankara is date of interview not given] 
taking a very cautious position on Claes’ remarks 
according to analysts. They point out that the Turkish [FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Kamran Inan, a 
government does not want to be given any cause for —_jeading foreign policy expert for the main opposition 
increasing the growing support for the RP, which is = Motherland Party (ANAP) and a deputy from the south- 
already using the theme that NATO is basically a Chris- —_ eastern constituency of Bitlis urged Prime Minister 
tian alliance which will prove itself in time to be opposed = Tansu Ciller to resign and allow the speedy formation of 


to the Islamic world. a “broadly based government.” 

: “Because, if it goes on like this the boiler will blow up 
New Water ‘Allocation’ Accord With Syria and the bill will be paid by democracy,” the outspoken 
Possible opposition politician said, adding that he feared a social 
NC2202102095 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in explosion that might trigger another army intervention. 
English 16 Feb 95 p A8 He charged that the government seemed to be con- 


sciously dragging the country to this point. 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Turkey said on Replyi : 
; ying to questions from the TURKISH DAILY 
Wednesday [15 February] that it was ready to discuss all NEWS, Inan noted that all the problems of the country 


bilateral issues with Syria, not ruling out the possibility 
of a new water allocation agreement that would supply had entered blind alleys. 
its southern neighbor with more water. He said that normally democracies, when faced with 
_ such a situation, resort to the arbitration of the nation 
“We think that holding talks on all existing problems, _— through elections, but this course seemed closed to 
including the issues of water and the fight against ter- Turkey because 70 percent of the deputies (in the 450- 
rorism, within mutual understanding and goodwill, will |§ member legislature) feared they would not be reelected. 
be useful. Which issue we start with isnotimportant for | ; 
us,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman told a Then all the parties should leave aside the normal 
weekly press briefing. Desperately dependent on the politicking and lend a hand to the operation to salvage 
waters of the Euphrates river, Syria has been urging the state. One thing the prime minister is even delayed in 
Turkey to secure an agreement for more water. Under 401g is resigning. The only way out, the only remaining 
the provisions of a current protocol Turkey has to opportunity is the formation of a broadly-based new 


_~ = government, to be formed mainly by (Ciller’s) True Path 
itanmeaa of 300 cubic meters of Bs ty (DYP) and ANAP, but not closed to the participe- 


tion of other parties. If the program of this (suggested) 
Ataman said, “For some time we have been supplying  80Vernment can be so drafted to mend the damage, if the 
Syria with an amount well over that figure, a recent oe os aed er : eat Geka t - 
fi . 900 bi te ” 1 vily U y 1ie- 
SOS ee ee eae and-death struggle, then the nation will reunite with the 
Asked if Turkey would accept an agreement on “water parliament and we can save ourselves from this whirl- 
allocation” or “water sharing,” Ataman replied, “We Pool,” Inan elaborated. 
have never mentioned the word ‘share™’, but he did not bye said it was not important who will lead that govern- 
rule out the possibility for a new agreement for water trent which would serve until next year because in a 
allocation. Ataman said there was an invitation from — strong coalition government, the prime minister will 
Syria for a foreign ministerial visit which Ankara  onjy have the normal tasks of a coordinator. “To say that 
sy = eee _~ ae a has yet been —_| will not accept a government led by this one or that one, 
set, = urkish-Syrian ties suffered in previous actually amounts to saying that I have no objection to 
years, > a y due to a Syrian move to shelter and what the country is going through,” said Inan. He noted 
indirectly support the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ his impressions that the DYP deputies were also con- 
Party (PKK) waging @ separatist war in southeastern cerned with the present situation and that democracy 
Turkey. Syria, in turn, was complaining over water could be saved through dialogue and sacrifice. 
shortages since it could not receive sufficient water from 
Turkey. “The president's most important task is caring for the 
state and protecting it. The state is in need of protection 
But in recent years, relations improved as Syria pledged = today and providing this protection falls on the president 
to act against the PKK and did so in several instances. before any of us. And other duties fall on Husamettin 
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Cindoruk beside the speakership of the parliament. If the 
conditions demand his resignation from the speakership 
and his entry into active politics, that should be done. If 
the conditions so demand and the task of forming the 
new government is given to him, it might fall on him to 
accept.” 

Noting that the nation had completely lost faith in the 
parliament, the government or the parties and trusted 
only the armed forces, Inan said “Soldiers never want to 
intervene, but are forced to intervene despite them- 
selves. And today, the thing I fear most is the dragging of 
the country to a social explosion which might make a 
military intervention inevitable.” “Today the boiler is 
giving danger signs of blowing. To prevent it from 
busting, its lid has to be opened. It falls on parliament to 
form a powerful new government that will replace the 
current one which has overheated the boiler, and will 
prevent an explosion by letting off steam. It is said that 
the prime minister tells her aides that she will not resign. 
In the past the late Prime Minister Adnan Menderes— 
hanged after the 1960 military coup—also used to say "I 
will never be a former prime minister.’ If you are too 
adamant, you put the system in jeopardy together with 
yourself. All the politicians should realize that if the 
boiler blows up, the bill will be paid by democracy and 
that they too will get burned along with others. If the 
present situation is allowed to go on, if the impotence 
and oppression of the current government continues, 
then the boiler will explode and this will be a social 
explosion. And in the event of such a blow up, military 
intervention becomes a must. Because no country can be 
allowed to commit suicide. In fact, at the hands of the 
present government, it appears that the country is being 
dragged consciously to such a fate. have [lower case 
initial as published] not seen another political force 
walking towards the abyss after blindfolding itself. 
That's what it is doing despite all our warnings. They 
should know that if they admit failure and resign, if the 
country is given a new shimmer of hope, they will be the 
winners together with Turkey.” Inan said. 


He denied having met with any military commanders 
recently other than Gen. Hikmet Bayar, the ground 
forces commander, but argued that no one had any 
interest in building a wall between the military and the 
civilians. 


Cindoruk: New Cabinet Political ‘Necessity’ 


NC2202071595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 18 Feb 95 p 1 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Parliament Speaker 
Husamettin Cindoruk said the expected merger in the 
social democrat wing of the coalition will make forming 
the country’s S5ist government a political necessity, 
although not a legal one. 


Assessing the possible outcome of today’s unification 
convention of coalition partner Social Democrat Peo- 
ple’s Party (SHP) and the opposition Republican Peo- 
ple’s Party (CHP), Cindoruk said he believed the merger 
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will be achieved. “And this means that an opposition 
party will become a partner in the coalition,” he stated. 


He further said the roof of the party will likely be the 
CHP. 


“The name is important in this case, when CHP’s 
historic mission as the founding party of the Turkish 
Republic is taken into consideration.” 

In an exclusive interview with the TURKISH DAILY 
NEWS, Cindoruk underlined that the formation of a 
new government will become a necessity from the polit- 
ical viewpoint even though there is not a legal require- 
ment to do so. 


“This is because a third party, an opposition party, will 
also become a coalition member. I think we have been 
missing this point so far. 


“CHP has been an opposition party and carried on a 
strong and consistent opposition against the coalition. 


“So this is not going to be a simple merger of the two 
parties, but more than that, the inclusion of an opposi- 
tion party into the present coalition. 


“Such a development may create a problem vis-a-vis the 
harmony in the coalition. 


“They will naturally want to bring their demands, their 
policies on the agenda when they become a government 
partner,” he contended. 


The Parliament speaker added that it would be difficult 
to have all the CHP’s opposition views included in the 
coalition protocol signed between the True Path Party 
(DYP) and the SHP. He said. “So, CHP will want to 
include certain provisions in the protocoi.” 


“Therefore, new conditions will emerge and this means 
the formation of the 51st government.” 


Cindoruk ruled out a failure in the merger process, 
saying “I believe the merger will take place, because 
otherwise both sides will be faced with major losses in 
their respective grass-roots. So they will take the matter 
up conscious of this fact.” 


Meanwhile, Cindoruk said that the unification of center 
parties sharing the same ideology is important and in 
compliance with the political tradition in Turkey. 


He said that, unfortunately, the re-opening of the Justice 
Party (AP) could not take place and its ancestor the 
Democrat Party (DP) which did re-open could not be 
strengthened. 


“There has been a traditional two-party system in 
Turkey. 


“I think eventually two major parties will emerge in 
Turkish politics. There will certainly also be marginal 
parties, that is a different issue,” he stated. 
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Full text of interview on Monday. [20 February; paper's 
note] 


Labor Head Demands Ciller Resign Over Wage 
Dispute 

NC2202082695 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Feb 95 pp 1, A8 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The representatives 
of Turkey's more than 750,000 government workers said 
they were outraged at Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s 
suggestion that pay hikes be frozen for six months in an 
effort to fight rampant inflation, now running at 156.8 
percent on wholesale index. 


“Now I suggest...that if they (the government) have the 
guts, they should tell the public that they will freeze 
wages,” said an angry Bayram Meral, chairman of Tur- 
key’s largest labor organization Turk-Is. 


State Minister Bekir Sarni Dace said on Wednesday [15 
February] it was possible that public sector workers 
negotiating collective bargaining agreements this year 
would not be offered pay increases in the first six months 
of any new contracts. Turk-Is has close to 700,000 
members up for contract negotiations next month and 
union officials were quoted in the local press as saying 
any government move to freeze wage would drive 
workers onto the streets. 


Dace stressed that no final decision had been made, but 
his comments outraged public sector workers who have 
seen their buying power rapidly eroded by consumer 
inflation that hit 125 percent last year. 


Turk-Is leader Meral told a panel discussion on 
Thursday that he was in fact supposed to be hospitalized, 
but he insisted on attending because otherwise the 
people might have inquired, “Has the labor leader been 
hospitalized over the news that wages will be frozen?” 


There were reports after the discussion that Meral was 
immediately hospitalized over a stomach hemorrhage 
that occurred as he was leaving the conference room. 


He was taken to Bayindir Hospital, where doctors told 
reporters that Meral's condition was not serious. 


He accused the coalition government of Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller of failing to keep promises and called on the 
government's social democrat flank to quit “if, as they 
claim, they are unable to convince the conservatives to 
make populist decisions.” 


Meral said that the workers have made enough sacrifices 
to support an economic recovery, which has never shown 
up. “The government has become used to demanding 
further sacrifices from the working classes. This is sim- 
ilar to the case of the wolves in eastern Anatolia which 
come down into the valleys after they have eaten one or 
two lambs,” said the labor leader. 
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He said the government was making “mistake after 
mistake,” adding, “I beg them to quit...so that both they 
and us will sigh with relief..” 


His colleagues agreed. 


“This is something that just cannot be accepted,” Hasan 
Benli, a spokesman for Turk-Is, told REUTERS. 


The Hava-Is union representing employees of the state- 
owned Turkish Airlines (THY) has threatened a strike 
from Feb. 24 if demands for more pay are not met. The 
Union is demanding increases of between 55 percent and 
87 percent in the first six months, with later increases 
indexed to inflation. 


The employers want the 8,200 THY workers to accept no 
salary rises for the first six months and then about 15 
percent hikes during three subsequent six-month 


periods. 


At THY monthly salaries range from 40 million lira 
($950) for pilots to 7.5 million lira ($175) for ground 
staff. The wrangle over public sector wages comes during 
a visit to Ankara by an International Monetary Fund 
team to review Turkey's IMF-backed economic austerity 


programme. 


Meanwhile, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller said during a 
speech addressing her True Path Party's (DYP) execu- 
tive committee meeting that her government would cure 
the civil servants within a couple of weeks. She made no 
mention of the workers. “The pay rise we are considering 
for the civil servants will be in line with the circum- 
stances we are in. Yet | should remind you that there is 
going to be a sharp drop in inflation this year,” Ciller 
said. 


RPP’s Cetin on Elections, Kurds, Economy 


TA2102155095 Ankara Show Television in Turkish 
2030 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[Satellite interview with RPR leader Hikmet Cetin in the 
Ankara studio by Mehmet Barlas and Mehmet Tezkan in 
the Istanbul studio on the “Panorama” program-~live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Barlas] As 
the new leader of the Republican People’s Party [RPP], 
as the leader of the largest social democratic party, is it in 
your interest to hold early elections? 


[Cetin] It is not a matter of interest. Obviously, elections 
are a tool of democracy. In democracies, the ultimate 
decision is made by the people. This is a fact; however, 
we must also consider what elections will bring. | believe 
that holding elections before the necessary legisiation is 
passed will not benefit Turkey. For example, the issue of 
constitutional ammendments—an issue on which all the 
parties were unable to agree—is on our party's agenda. 
These constitutional amendments will remove the obsta- 
cles that lie in the way of democracy and will make our 
democracy more open to the world. Furthermore. we 
must amend the Election Law, which, as we all sec on 
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occasion, has various shortcomings. We must also 
amend the Political Parties Law. These must be consid- 
ered. 


Moreover, Turkey is implementing a stability program. 
There is no doubt that this program has certain very 
bitter aspects, especially for certain sectors of society. If 
the country gets into an atmosphere of early elections 
under these conditions, | do not believe the results will 
be beneficial, either economically or from the viewpoint 
of the legislative amendments I mentioned earlier. 
Having said that, I still believe elections are an impor- 
tant democratic tool and must be resorted to when there 
is an impasse, when certain problems arise. [passage 
omitted] 


[Tezkan] The social democrats used to have a great ideal: 
the democratization package. At the 1992 congress, 
Social Democratic Populist Party leader Erdal Inonu 
said: Our ministers are working on the democratization 
package. I congratulate them alli. Three years have passed 
since then. How many more years do we have to wait for 


the package? 


[Cetin] | believe we should not wait any longer for some 
of the democratization steps. Let me give you some 
examples. The three parties—the RPP, the True Path 
Party [TPP], and the Motherland Party—agree on a 
21-article constitutional amendment. These articles will 
rid Turkey of certain significant and shameful obstacles 
to democracy. Article 84 is one example. Then there are 
the articles that prevent civil servants from establishing 
unions and organizations. I believe the Constitutional 
Committee should discuss them as soon as possible and 
submit the amendments to the Assembly for enactment. 
When this is done, certain constitutional obstacles will 
have been eliminated. This wiil also make us look more 
respectable in the civilized world, of which we are a part. 
Our Constitution will be rid of these articles, which I 
consider shameful. In addition, there is a bill on 
amending Article 8 of the Antiterrorism Law. That bill 
will was drawn up by the government and was passed by 
the Justice Committee, and it must be enacted. These are 
important steps. | believe we must not expect that all 
these steps will be taken simultaneously or that a brand 
new constitution, which we all desire, will be drawn up 
immediately. The bills on which we have reached agree- 
ment should be enacted one by one, step by step. | 
believe that in itself will be a great achievement for 
Turkey. 


[Tezkan] Will you present these as preconditions when 
you sit at the negotiating table with Prime Minister 
Cillez* Will you say that the coalition will remain intact 
only if these steps are taken? 


{Crtin] | do not like the term precondition very much. 
There is no doubt, however, that this will be one of the 
first issues we will discuss when the time comes. 


[Barlas} Mr. Cetin, | would like to discuss a very impor- 
tant issue: Kurdish identity. This term was first used by 
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Mr. Demirel at a dinner he gave for correspondents 
when he was prime minister and you were his foreign 
minister. He said: This term exists because such a thing 
exists. After having said this, Mr. Demirel seems to have 
forgotten it. The outside world is exerting pressure on 
Turkey over this issue. On the issue of Kurdish identity, 
you [as a Kurd] have a special status. What do you think 
about this issue? 


[Cetin] Let me first say that I think that a very great 
majonty of our people believe in the unity of Turkey, 
both as a nation and as a country. Our people are so 
intermingled that I do not believe they would want to 
separate from Turkey. In our day, however, if people 
want to defend, learn about, or express their identity, it 
is democratically impossible to prevent it. In other 
words, a person must be free to see himself as he sees 
himself. He must be able to see himself in terms of his 
mother tongue, his culture, and his traditions. | believe 
certain mistakes that were made in the past, especially 
during the early 1980's, must be corrected. We must do 
this for our own people and our own society. At the same 
time, however, we must acknowledge the fact that the 
EU and the Western world, the civilized world of which 
we want to become a part, have certain standards. We 
must not view their stand as interference in our domestic 
affairs; however, we must completely separate this issue 
from that of terrorism. Terrorism is another issue. It 
must be fought. I believe bloodshed will not bring any 
solutions. There are no examples of this in the world. 
Bloodshed cannot bring solutions, especially in a demo- 
cratic country. Therefore, I believe we can solve these 
issues in a civilized manner, within democracy, within 


the state of law, and by upholding democracy. 


{Barlas}] Our last question is about inflation. As an 
economist, do you have any hopes that it will be 
reduced? 


[Cetin] The 5 April measures were not successful with 
regard to inflation. I naturally believe that Turkey needs 
a stability program. There may be a need for that in the 
future as well. There is another aspect, however: Turkey 
cannot succeed by giving up on growth and develop- 
ment. Turkey's population is growing fast; each year, 
close to 1.5 million people are added to the population 
and 600,000 more people seek jobs. | do not believe we 
can succeed by increasing unemployment or by 
shrinking our economy. A very good balance must be 
established. The current rate of 150-percent inflation is 
very high. It must be reduced, and I think that, with 
certain measures, it can be reduced in the coming period. 
In doing so, the cost must not be paid only by the civil 
servants, the pensioners, and the workers. If the cost is 
paid, the reward must come as well. That sector went 
through a very difficult time in 1994, but the inflation 
rate did not drop. You can consider this self-criticism, 
because we are also part of the government, and I was the 
foreign minister of this government for a time. The 5 
April measures did not succeed in reducing the rate of 
inflation. 
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{Barlas} Thank you. 


Parties Issue Declaration on Customs Union, EU 


TA2102194995 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 21 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] A joint 
declaration issued by the True Path Party [TPP], the 
Motherland Party [ANAP], and the Republican People’s 
Party [RPP] assembly groups was read at the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly today. 


The declaration states as follows: Turkey's relations with 
the EU should not be limited to the Customs Union. The 
final goal is full membership in the EU. There is no 
question of our renouncing this demand and right. The 
matter of Turkey's membership in the Customs Union, 
which derives from agreements and which will take place 
at the end of this year, cannot be mortgaged to Greece. 
Turkey cannot allow this right to be used as a tool for 
Greece's political aims. The existence or absence of the 
Greek veto does not concern Turkey. Turkey is not a 
party to the efforts in this regard. 


The declaration stresses that a linkage between Turkey's 
membership in the Customs Union and the Cyprus 
problem is unacceptable and that south Cyprus’ applica- 
tion to join the EU violates the Zurich and London 
Agreements, documents that record the birth of the 
Cyprus Siate. 


The declaration notes that the European Parliament, 
influenced by certain destructive propaganda, continues 
to adopt baseless anti-Turkish resolutions. 


The joint TPP-ANAP-RPP statement adds: Turkey is 
determined to join the EU and the Customs Union. 
Turkey continues to uphold its decision to march 
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together with the family of Western democratic coun- 
tnies; however, future events do not depend on Turkey's 
efforts alone. At this stage, the option and decision 
belong to the EU. 


Prosperity Party [PP] Deputy Whip Sevket Kazan sub- 
mitted his own motion announcing that the PP ts not a 
party to the declaration. 


ee SS SRS SS SON SNA 


NC2202074295 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 16 Feb 95 p A4 


[FBIS] Transcribed Text] Ankara—Necmettin Erbakan, 
the leader of the pro-Islamist Welfare Party (RP). on 
Wednesd.y [15 February] came out strongly against the 
customs union Turkey seeks with the European Union, 
particularly if Cyprus were to be given away as the price. 


“If Deputy Prime Minister Murat Karayalcin has 
entered any commitments in Brussels or London for 
concessions on Cyprus, this constitutes treason for which 
he has to be held to account,” Erbakan said, addressing 
the RP deputies in Parliament. 


Erbakan said that if any such commitment had been 
established, the RP would table a censure motion. And if 
it were not accepted, the RP would move for a parlia- 
mentary inquiry and pave the way for the trial at the 
Supreme Court of those responsible. The RP icader said 
the first bloc to be established in a world being divided 
into economic blocs should be the Islamic Union. 


He said Turkey's entry to the customs union without 
being a member of the European Union, the decision- 
making body of the trading block, would amount to 
accepting to live in the servants’ quarters next to the dog 
house in the garden of a manor. 
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